
Palestinian women demand end 
to oppression by men and Israel 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Hundreds of Palestinian 
women held demonstrations in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank on Sunday to mark International Women's 
Day, demanding an end to oppression by men and by 
Israel. “Palestinian women have a double oppression. 
They suffer under a male oriental society... and a soci- 
ety under [Israeli] colonial oppression,” Suba Arafat, 
the wife of Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, said. 
She praised Palestinian women as “the mothers of 
martyrs, the wives of prisoners and the sisters of 
orphans’ 7 under Israeli occupation. Saha Arafat 
addressed a gathering of around 500 women held in 
the Magfaazi refugee camp outside Gaza City to mark 
International Women’s Day, while similar, smaller 
celebrations were held in the West Bank. 



Saddam visits northern Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — President Saddam Hussein has 
visited areas of northern Iraq under government con- 
trol, bringing out large crowds of supporters, state 
television reported. It showed footage of his visits on 
Saturday to areas of Mosul and Salahuddin provinces, 
where he met with local officials. Large crowds were 
shown carrying portraits of the Iraqi president and 
chanting, ‘‘With our blood, with our soul, we will sac- 
rifice ourselves for you, Saddam." Most of northern 
Iraq has been under the control of Kurdish groups in 
defiance of Baghdad since the aftermath of the 1991 
Gulf war. 
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Israelis say they 
killed two guerrillas 
in Lebanon 
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i TEL AVIV (RJ — Israel's 
anny said on Sunday its 
troops had killed two guerril- 
las during a weekend air and 
land attack hi Israel's border 
occupation zone of south 
Lebanon. “During a com- 
bined action' by an Israeli 
anny force and Israel air 
force helicopters at the week- 
end in the western sector of 
the security zone in south 
Lebanon, at least two terror- 
ists were killed,’ 1 the army 
said “Our forces suffered no 
casualties and no damage 
was caused, 11 it said Israeli 
soldiers and their militia 
allies patrol a 15 kilometres 
, deep zone in sooth Lebanon. 



Senior Indian army 
officer to visit Israel 
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TEL AVIV (R) — The com- 
mander of India’s ~ groahd 
forces will pay an official 
visit to Israel this week, the 
Israeli anny said on Sunday. 
General Prakash Malik will 
arrive on Monday as the 
guest of Israeli Army Chief 
Amnon Shahak. He will 
meet Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai, visit 
army commands and mfli- 
\ tary industries. “General 
Malik's visit is the first to 
Israel by such a senior figure 
from the Indian security 
establishment,” the 

spokesman said Israel and 
India established diplomatic 
relations in 1992 after years 
of informal military and 
political ties. Israel refuses to 
disclose Che scope . of f& 
defence trade with India, 
which is thought to be inter- 
ested mainly in upgrades for 
its Russian aircraft and tanks. 


King, Mubarak discuss means to 
resolve peace impasse, bilateral ties 



Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak welcomes His Majesty King Hussein in Cairo Sun- 
day. The King made a brief visit to Egypt to hold talks on ways to relaunch the peace 
process (AFP photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sun- 
day made a brief visit to 
Egypt where be held talks 
with Egyptian “President 
Hosni Mubarak on bilateral 
relations and cooperation in 
the political and economic 
fields. 

The two sides discussed 
the Middle East peace 
process and obstacles that 
hinder progress on the 
Palestinian-Israeli track 
and emphasised the impor- 
tance of maintainin g close 
cooperation and coordina- 
tion between their countries 
in the various fields. 

The two leaders empha- 
sised the need for the 
achievement of peace 
between fee Palestinians 
and the Israelis in accor- 
dance to the agreements 
already signed by the two 
sides before beginning final 
status negotiations and in a 
manner that would safe- 
guard the Palestinian peo- 
ple's rights in their home- 
land. 

King Hussein and Presi- 
dent Mubarak held a closed 
door session and an 
expanded one attended by 
officials ’from the two coun- 
tries. 

The King and President 
Mubarak stressed that com- 
prehensive peace cannot be 


achieved except through 
the resumption of the peace 
process on all tracks 
including the Israeli-Syrian 
and the Israeti-Lebanese 
tracks.' 

They expressed their sat- 
isfaction with the Iraq-U.N. 
agreement on arms inspec- 
tions and reiterated the 


need for full compliance 
with the agreement so as to 
pave the way for the lifting 
the sanctions. 

The King and the Egypt- 
ian president called for 
joint Arab efforts and high- 
er level of coordination 
among Arab countries to 
serve the nation's causes. 


The King who returned to 
Amman Sunday evening 
was accompanied by Prime 
Minis ter Abdul Salam 
Majali, Royal Court Chief 
Fayez Tarawneh. the King's 
Adviser Salah Abu Zeid 
and Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Jawad 
Anani. 


Netanyahu whips up new peace 
plan for Europeans — reports 

disuatcbes Israeli soldiers wound 


Deputies 

oppose 

speaker’s 


Regent receives governor of Algiers 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent. 
Sunday called on the Arab 
Cities Organisation (ACO) to 
create a database providing 
information to Arab capitals 
and so pave the way for clos- 
er in ter- Arab cooperation. 

Speaking at a meeting held 
at the Royal Court with visit- 
ing governor of the city of 
Algiers, Sharif Rahrnani, the 
Regent underlined the impor- 
tance of integration of sys- 
tems and information among 
Arab capitals. 

What is important in man- 


aging capital cities is 
economising in resources 
and giving more attention to 
planning and exchange of 
expertise in various relevant 
affairs, be said. 

Prince Hassan said that 
Arab cities have gone a long 
way towards achieving 
progress and it is hoped that 
further efforts will be made 
towards achieving more 
progress in the modernisa- 
tion of Arab cities. 

Mr. Rahrnani voiced appre- 
ciation to Jordan's efforts 
towards supporting Arab 
causes and said that Jordan- 


ian democracy sets a great 
example for other Arab states 
to follow. 

He said that Algeria hopes 
that Amman and Algiers will 
be twinned to pave the way 
for closer cooperation and 
the execution of joint pro- 
jects. 

Earlier Sunday Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali 
conferred with Mr. Rahrnani 
on J ordariian - Algerian rela- 
tions and the current situation 
in the North African country. 


(Continued on page 7) 


King, Crown Prince meet with 
Sharon, agree on joint projects 

Sharansky expected in Amman today 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan held talks 
with Israeli Minister of 
Infrastructure Ariel Sharon 
on Sunday; the first of a 
string of high-level bilateral 
meetings following a five- 
month strain in ties in the 
aftermath of the Mossad's 
failed assassination attack 
on a Hamas leader in 
Amman last September. 

The discussions, also 
attended by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali, Royal 
Court Chief Fayez 
Tarawneh, Deputy Prune 
Minister and Foreign Min- 
ister Jawad AJ Anani, and 
Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Munther Haddadin, 


focused on water-related 
issues and Jordan Rift Val- 
ley (JRV) projects, as well 
the stalled Middle East 
peace process, a statement 
by the Royal Court said. 

“His Majesty the King 
stressed during the meeting, 
the importance of imple- 
menting issues agreed upon 
between the two sides [the 
Palestinians and Israelis] in 
preparation for entering into 
negotiations regarding final 
status... to achieving a just, 
durable and comprehensive 
peace,” said the statement 

The two sides agreed on 
establishing railway lines 
and touristic and industrial 
projects in the JRV. “the 
necessity of implementing 
these projects as soon as 
possible" and improving 
the diversion of the 
Yarmouk River flow. 


The statement also said 
that Israel agreed to the Red 
Sea-Dead Sea Canal — a 
proposal it had formerly 
rejected. 

Sources accompanying 
Mr. Sharon quoted him as 
telling Israeli journalists 
that although his govern- 
ment “has taken the deci- 
sion to move ahead with the 
peace process ... it would 
not change its policies for 
the sake of the Palestini- 
ans." 

The U.S. is currently call- 
ing for an Israeli troop with- 
drawal from 13 per cent of 
the West Bank — a propos- 
al that has been flatly reject- 
ed by the Palestinians. 
Israel is talking about a 
withdrawal of less than 10 
percent 

( Continued on page 3) 
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four students in Hebron 

HEBRON (R) — Israeli soldiers barred from entering a 
schoolyard hurled teaigas canisters and percussion 
grenades into it on Sunday, wounding four Palestinian 
teenagers, witnesses said. 

The soldiers said they had come to the Omar Ben Abdul 
Aziz School on the outskirts of the volatile West Bank town 
of Hebron looking for students wbo bad thrown stones at 
them. 

But a guard refused to let them in, prompting the soldiers 
to lob the teargas and grenades over the wall of the school, 
"the" witnesses said. . . . 

A doctor at Hebron Hospital said one of the wounded was 

(Continued on page 7) 


Sahhaf hails Monarch’s 
direct dialogue initiative 


Iranian warship 
visits Saudi Arabia 

TEHRAN (AFP) — An 
I ranian logistical warship has 
docked at a port in Saudi 
Arabia on a friendly visit, the 
first military contact between 
the two countries since the 
1979 Islamist revolution, a 
newspaper reported Satur- 
day. The navy “Kharis” war- 
ship anchored at a dock in - 
the port of Jeddah on Satur- 
day, carrying a group of stu- 
dents and professors from 
the navy and the elite Revo- 
lutionary Guards. They' were 
greeted by members of staff 
from Iran's embassy in 
Riyadh and Saudi militaiy 
officials, the government 
Daily Iran said. It was die 
first visit of a military nature 
from Iran to Saudi Arabia 
since the revolution, which 
led to the deterioration of 
ties. 

Iran cracks armed _ 
group — press 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
police have smashed an 
armed terrorist group 
allegedly linked to Sunni 
Muslim extremists in Pak- 
istan. a newspaper reported 
Sunday. One bandit was 
killed and another captured 
in a dawn raid Thursday in 
the town of Iran-Shahr, in 
Sistan-Baluchestan province 
on the border with Pakistan, 
J amh ouri felami daily said. 
Large quantities of weapons 
were also seized. Eight peo- 
ple were active in the group, 
all of them apparently Iran- 
ian. The six others are at 
huge. The paper said the 
leader of fee group, Moluk 
Drakhshan, is linked to the 
extremist -Sunni - group, 
Sipah-e-Sahabeh of Pak- 
istan. The Shiite Muslim Iran 
has blamed the Sipah for a 
spate of terrorist attacks 
against its nationals in Pak- 
istan in recent years. Last 
month, two Iranian construc- 
tion engineers were gunned 
down by unidentified gun- 
men in the port city of 
Karachi, south of Pakistan. 


ISRAEL'S PRIME Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
hastily put together a new. 
four-point Palestinian peace 
plan to counter a European 
initiative which demands sig- 
nificant Israeli concessions, 
Israel media repotted on Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Netanyahu drew up the 
plan Friday while flying from 
Bonn to Oslo on ja.iour to 
defend his gcwernment's 
policies from growing Euro- 
pean criticism, according to 
Israeli journalists accompa- 
nying him. 

He wfll present it Sunday to 
British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, whose government cur- 
rently holds fie rotating pres- 
idency of the 15-nation Euro- 
pean Union (E U) and last 
week announced that it 
would present an initiative of 
its own for breaking the year- 
long deadlock in the peace 
process. 


RIYADH (AFP) — The Unit- 
ed States is not doing enough 
for die Arab-Isradi peace 
process which it brokers, 
while Europe could be mace 
active, French Foreign Minis- 
ter Hubert Vfedrine said in an 
interview published Sunday. 
“Wj believe the commitment 
of the United States to the 
peace process is recessaiy, but 
tins commitment is not suffi- 
cient,” Me, \fedrine told the 
Saudi newspaper Ash Sharq 
AlAswaL 

The foreign minister, who 
was to meet U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright on 
Sunday in Paris, is to travel to 
Saudi Arabia the next day fora 
two-day official visit 

‘The main aim of my visit to 
Saudi Arabia is to examine 
questions of common interest 
with Saudi officials, especially 
on tiie suffocation of the Mid- 
dle East peace process,” he 
said. 

Trance believes in the 


Mr. Netanyahu’s plan cen- 
tres on a summit meeting 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat to reach agree- 
ment on a long-overdue 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
the West Bank followed by 
the start of negotiations on a 
permanent peace agreement 
between the two sides, the 
reports said. 


necessity of coordination and 
coraacts wife its Arab partners, 
such as Saudi Arabia," said 
Me Yfedrine . . 

T wiD stress to Mrs. 
Albright the need to pursue 
America's commitment to 
breaking the impasse in the 
peace process and for Wash- 
ington to adopt a more bal- 
anced position.” he said 
He acknowledged at the 
same time that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu was “not bowing 
to U.S. pressure.” 

‘‘Europe can however play a 
complementary and active role 
in the peace process. The role 
of France is essential for 
Europe to play such a role,” 
Mr. Vedrine added 
The French foreign minister 
said Paris could help guarantee 
an agreement on an Israeli 
withdrawal from southern 
Lebanon. 

Trance is prepared to give 
guarantees if an accord iscon- 


Palestinian officials have 
already rebuffed calls for 
summit prior to an Israeli 
agreement to honour signed 
commitments to carry out 
three separate troop with- 
drawals from most of the 
West Bank by the middle of 
the year. 

(Continued on page 7) 


eluded between Syria, 
Lebanon and Israel. This guar- 
antee could take the form of a 
presence on the ground" he 
said 

"But this cannot happen 
without the conclusion of an 
accord” 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai was m 
Paris on Saturday to enlist 
French support in convincing 
Lebanon to give security guar- 
antees to Israel in exchange for 
a withdrawal 

Israel put out feelers last 
week about the possibility of 
ending the cosdy occupation 
of a buffer zone in south 
Lebanon. 

The Israelis offered to imple- 
ment the 20-year-old UN. 
Resolution 425 calling for the 
withdrawal of Israeli troops— 
if Beirut pledged to ensure the 
security of the bender area and 
prevent guerrilla attacks on 
northern IsraeL 


visit 
to Israel 

By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Islamist 
Deputy Abdullah Akaileh on 
Sunday urged Lower House 
of Parliament Speaker Sa’d 
Hayel Srour and other 
deputies to cancel a sched- 
uled visit to Tel Aviv tomor- 
row. 

Dr. Akaileh said he was 
prompted to call on the 
speaker to cancel the visit 
because fee government 
failed to respond to allega- 
tions by Israeli politicians 
that fee Mossad secret ser- 
vice was operating from its 
offices in Amman. 

He quoted former Israeli 
prime minister. Shimon 
Peres, as saying in a recent 
interview that fee Jordanian 
government was allowing 
fee Mossad to operate in 
Amman. 

Dr. Akaileh quoted anoth- 
er official who said he was 
“certain that the Mossad will 
reestablish an office in 
Amman.” 

Other deputies joined Dr. 
Akaileh and also asked the 
House not to send a delega- 
tion to Israel. 

Deputy Nazih Ammarin, 
speaking also on behalf of 
Mohammad Oran, Moham- 
mad Baraineh, Nash’at 
Hamameh, Mohammad 
Azaydeh and Khalil Had- 
dadin, asked fee government 
to punish those who carried 
out fee Sept 25 botched 
assassination attempt on the 
life of Hamas leader Khaled 
Misha’al, to recall the Jor- 
danian ambassador from Tel 
Aviv and to file a complaint 
to the United Nations Secu- 
rity Council and fee Interna- 
tional Court of Justice. 

After a discussion thai 
lasted for two and a half 
hours, more than half of the 
deputies left fee House and 
broke the session's quorum, 
leaving the government wife 
no chance to reply to any of 
fee deputies* statements. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Saeed Sahhaf Sunday hailed 
His Majesty King Hussein s 
idea of a U.S.-Iraqi dialogue as 
the best means for addressing 
outstanding issues between the 
two countries. 

Speaking to journalists here 
during a stopover on his way 
to New Yak to meet UN. Sec- 
retary General Kofi Annan, 
Mr. Sahhaf said feat the King's 
ideas are in harmony with 
Iraq's stand which has been 
calling for an unconditional 
political dialogue with Wash- 
ington. 

A dialogue between Bagh- 
dad and Washington, be 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

U.N. CHIEF Kofi Annan 
said Sunday he believed 
any future U.S. -led strike 
on Iraq, if Baghdad failed 
to comply with its arms 
inspection deal, would 
require Security Council 
consultations. 

The secretary general told 
ABC Television he hoped 
Iraq would comply but feat 
if it did not, “I think it will 
require consultations” 
before any military strike 
would be authorised 
However, in the past, he 
underscored “I indicated 
feat if Iraq were not to com- 
ply, diplomacy may not be 
given a second chance.” 
And If Iraq does not com- 
ply, it would be much easi- 
er in the Security Council 
to get authorisation, Mr. 


added, can best safeguard fee 
national interests of both sides, 
promote the cause of peace 
and stability in this region and 
serve as the best means for 
handling the crisis, Mr. Sahhaf 
added 

Mr. Sahhaf who spoke after 
a meeting wife his Jordanian 
counterpart Jawad Anani, said 
that they exchanged views and 
agreed on concerting Iraqi- 
Jottianiao steps to ensure fee 
success of the UN. -Iraq agree- 
ment which was signed in 
Baghdad last month. 

He said that the two coun- 
tries 1 stands are identical over 
the agreement adding feat 
Baghdad is determined to 


Annan added. 

U.S. must take Security 
Council into account on 
Iraq, says France. 

Meanwhile French For- 
eign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine said that fee United 
States must take the U.N. 
Security Council into 


implement its provisions in 
full. 

He rdd the press that his 
talks with Me Annan will 
focus on fee implementation 
of UN. Security Council Res- 
olution 1153 on expanding the 
oil-for-food programme for 
Iraq. 

Dr. Annani said Jordan and 
Iraq share a- common ground 
winch is useful in implement- 
ing fee resolution on arms 
inspection in full so as to pre- 
vent future tension in fee 
region. 

He said Jordan and Iraq are 
in need of constant exchange 
of views over different issues 
of mutual interest 


account before launching 
any military action if Iraq 
violates the accord on arms 
inspections. 

“If the Iraqi government 
respects the clauses of rbe 
accord, the question of a 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S. should be doing more 
for peace process — France 


Annan, France say U.S. must go 
back to council before military 
action if Iraq fails to comply 

Iraq, Kuwait to hold talks on missing 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq and Kuwait win hold wiles [his mouth on 
tearing people who went missing during Iraq’s 1990-91 occupation 
of fee Gulf stare, a Red Cross source said on Sud day. 

‘The talks, which wiD be attended by fee ICRC [International 
Committee of the Red Cross], are scheduled to begin on Match 18,” 
fee source, who asked not to be identified, told Reuters in Baghdad. 

An Iraqi weekly newspaper said on Sunday the talks would be 
attended by representatives from Saudi Arabia, the United States, 
Britain and France. 

“These meeungs nifl discuss the issue of the missing fccm the mo 
sides during the 30-nation aggression against our country in 1991,” 
fee weekly Arab newspaper said. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Study cites health hazards at 
Israel’s Dimona nuclear facility 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A study by Israeli 
researches found that dozens 
of waters at the top secret 
Dimona nuclear facility devel- 
oped cancer after being rou- 
tinely exposed to plutonium 
and other radioactive ele- 
ments, press reports said Sun- 
day. 

The Haaretz newspaper said 
the study by researchers at die 
Hebrew University schools of 
law and medicine was based 
on the medical records of 39 
Dimona employees who 
developed cancer and inter- 
views with some of them. 

Urine tests conducted on the 
employees found they had 


been exposed to the radioac- 
tive dements plutonium 239, 
uranium, iodine 131 and 
cesium, as well as such toxic 
heavy metals as nickel, 
chrome and lead. 

TWenty-four of the employ- 
ees had died since the start of 
the study, it said. 

Employees reputed numer- 
ous incidents which led to the 
exposure to carcinogens, 
including what the report 
called almost daily outbreaks 
of uranium fires at Dimona, 
located in the Negev Desert of 
southern Israel 

The Dimona facility is 
cloaked in heavy secrecy and 
Israeli censorship laws prohib- 


it publication of any details of 
work at die site* Foreign press 
reports say Israel has built 
between 100 and 200 nuclear 
weapons at Dimona. 

According to the Hebrew 
University findings, some of 
which were recently published 
in the U.S. journal “Environ- 
mental Health Perspectives,** 
employees also complained of 
a shortage of protective equip- 
ment at Dimona. 

The plant was built in the 
1950s and the researchers said 
in their report that safety mea- 
sures and medical care had 
been improved significantly 
since the early years of its 
operation. 


Relatives of employees who 
contracted cancer and other 
illnesses while working at 
Dimona have been fighting for 
years for compensation from 
the state. 

According to Israeli press 
repots, a court in October 
ordered the government to pay 
$700,000 to the family of one 
victim of radiation at the plant. 

The Tel Aviv court accused 
the management of the 
Dimona centre of “having 
treated the needs of employees 
for protection with contempt," 
describing their altitude. as 
“revolting," the reports said. 


Algeria attackers cut throats of 


Moroccan 


six; 18 rebels killed — papers 


PARIS (R) — Suspected 
Islamist rebels in Algeria cut 
the throats of four blind people 
ami two civilians accompany- 
ing them on Saturday night, 
Algerian security forces said 
Sunday. 

In a statement on the official 
Algerian news agency APS, 
they said; “Six people, of 
whom four were blind, were 
assassinated in a cowardly 
way by a group of c riminals 
during tire night of March 7 to 
8 .” 

Algerian officials use the 
expressions “in a cowardly 
way” to mean by having their 
throats cut They also routine- 
ly describe Islamist rebels as 
“c riminals " or “terrorists." 

The statement said the six 
died in Haouch Menaa district 
of Boufarik in Blida province; 
25 kilometres south of 


• on Sunday, Algerian 
newspapers reported that 


troops had killed 18 Islamist 
guerrillas in operations in 
three provinces and that 
attackers had cut the throats of 
six more shepherds. 

Eight rebels were killed on 
Friday in the western province 
of Mascara. Eight others were 
shot dead in two operations in 
Medea south of Algiers on 
Friday and Saturday, Al Walan 
and Le Matin dailies said. 

Troops also shot dead two 
rebels in Sour A1 Ghozlane 
area. 70 kilometres south of 
Algiers, said La Tribune. 

Algerian newspapers have 
now reported that more than 
300 rebels have been killed in 
renewed military operations 
following die massacres of 
more than 1.200 civilians 
from late December to the end 
of January. 

The authorities have con- 
firmed (he killings of some 40 
rebels in those operations 
through rare security force 


statements or through state- 
run television displaying 
bloodied bodies of bearded 
men. 

In Medea province, a hotbed 
of violence, attackers cut the 
throats of six shepherds. La 
Tribune newspaper said on 
Saturday. 

The killing of the six men. 
for which the newspaper gave 
no date, brought to more than 
30 the number of shepherds 
murdered in the past four 
months. Most died in the 
western provinces of Sidi Bel 
Abbes, Tlemcen. the south- 
western region of Saida and in 
Medea area. 

Killing the shepherds 
appears to serve a dual pur- 
pose. according to Algerian 
commentators. Their flocks 
are stolen to provide food for 
the guerrilla forces, while their 
deaths ensure they cannot tip 
off security forces about guer- 
rilla movements. 


Algeria customs strike paralyses ports 


PARIS (R) — Customs 
agents have gone on strike in 
Algeria to protest at efforts by 
police to disarm them, causing 
paralysis at seaports and air- 
prats, the customs union and 
other officials said Sunday. 

The general strike started on 
Saturday and a customs union 
representative said it had 
paralysed port and airport traf- 
fic. 

He would not say whether it 
had had any impact on oQ and 
gas exports, which earn Alge- 
ria more than 95 per cent of its 
foreign currency. These are 


normally cleared by customs 
based in the export outlets. 

“The protest strike has 
brought traffic and business in 
Algiers to the ground, tike 
many other ports and airports 
across the country," said rare 
senior customs official speak- 
ing by telephone from Algiers. 

Customs union officials said 
the police move to disarm cus- 
toms officers added another 
layer to the violence in Algeria 
on Sanuday, when one cus- 
tom officer was shot dead by a 
policeman in the coastal town 
of Bejaia. 180 kilometres east 


of Algiers. 

They said he was killedafter 
resisting a policeman’s efforts 
to disarm him. 

It was not known when or 
by whom the policy had been 
decided 

“Vtfe have no firm word 
about why the police moved 
to disarm customs." one cus- 
toms official said 

The government has made 
no comment on the reported 
strike. 

Customs agents are para- 
militaries under tire control of 
the finance ministry. 


Two Hamas members sentenced to prison 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — An Israeli military 
court sentenced two mem- 
bers of the Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement (Hamas) to 
prison on Sunday for plan- 
ning to kidnap Israeli sol- 
diers. 

The two 20-year-old men. 


both from the village of Sur 
Baher outside Jerusalem, 
confessed to belonging to 
Hamas and planning the kid- 
nappings, court officials said 
The military court in Lod 
outside Tel Aviv, sentenced 
Khaled Abed Rabbo to 21 
months in prison and a 27- 


mouth suspended sentence, 
while his colleague Majed 
Bakirat received 19 months. 

The two men, arrested sev- 
eral months ago, received 
relatively tight sentences 
because they confessed and 
expressed regret for their 
actions, court officials said 


king refusing 
contact with 
Netanyahu 
— report 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — King 
Hassan of Morocco has 
sternly rebuffed sugges- 
tions he meet with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and told an 
envoy he did not even want 
to bear from the hardline 
Israeli leader, a newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

“In the very near future j 
I’ll refuse to receive letters 
from this man,'* King Has- 
san told Israel’s representa- 
tive in Rabat, David Dadon. 
the mass circulation Yediot 
Aharonot reported. 

The monarch's sharp 
message was delivered 
after King Hassan met 
early this" -year with an 
opposition member of 
Israel’s parliament, Rafi 
Edri, who brought him a 

letter from Mr. Netanyahu 
dealing with the dead- 
locked peace negotiations ~ 
with the Palestinians. 
Yediot said. 

At their meeting. King 
Hassan rebuffed a request 
passed on by Edri for a 
summit meeting with Mr. 
Netanyahu, the newspaper 
said. 

King Hassan, viewed as 
one of the more moderate 
leaders in the Arab world, 
initiated a rapprochement 
with Israel under the former 
Labour government but 
effectively froze the 
process after Netanyahu’s 
right-wing coalition came 
to power in June 1996. 

According to the Yediot 
Aharonot. King Hassan 
recently told persons in his 
entourage, “I’m not pre- 
pared to meet with this 
man, with Netanyahu. I 
watched him on CNN, his 
body language projects 
aggression, something vio- 
lent" 



A man covers Jhis head Jfrom stones buried by protesters Sunday during a clash between protesters and police in 
central Istanbul. Riot police used batons and teargas to disperse hundreds of people attending a Women’s Day 
demonstration backed by tbe country’s main Kurdish party (Renters photo) 


Turkish police teargas Women’s Day demonstration 


ISTANBUL (R) — Police 
used batons and teargas Sun- 
day to disperse hundreds of 
people attending a Women's 
Day demonstration in Istanbul 
backed by Turkey's main Kur- 
dish party. 

‘This is an illegal demon- 
stration," a police officer using 
a loud-hailer told the crowd of 
some 600 from behind tines of 
riot police and armoured cars. 
A helicopter hovered over- 
head. 

‘There are some provoca- 
teurs among you who are 
using Women’s Day to start 
trouble with the police." he 
said. 


The demonstrators, many of 
fh«m wearing the traditional 
Kurdish colours of red, green 
and yellow, threw sticks and 
stones . when riot police 
charged and fired teargas can- 
isters. 

Witnesses said some police 
and demonstrators were 
injured in the clash in the cen- 
tral Taksim Square. Arrests 
were made, but it was not 
dear how many. 

The demonstrators dropped 
banners and flags supporting 
tbe Rsople's Democratic Party 
(Hadep). Turkey's main Kur- 
dish political group, and ran 
into side streets, pursued by 


police. 

Car and shop windows were 
smashed in foe running scuf- 
fles. 

“Long live March 8,” read 
rare banner in TUridsh and 
Kurdish. “Stop torture in 
detention." said another in 
Turkish. 

Elsewhere in Istanbul a 
larger meeting for Women’s 
Day passed without inddent 

A demonstration in 
Diyarbakir, capital city of the 
mainly-Kurdish southeast, 
broke up peacefully, witnesses 
said. 

A TUrkish prosecutor last 
month chajged seven senior 


Hadep members, including 
party leader Murat Bozlak, 
with having links to separatist 
Kurdish rebels. The seven face 
a maximum of 15 years in jail. 

Turkey refuses to grant 
minority rights to its approxi- 
mately 10 million Kurds, 
drawing criticism from West- 
ern countries concerned by 
human rights abuses. 

Most complaints of rights 
abuses stem from a 13-year- 
old conflict between security 
forces and Kurdish rebels 
fi ghting for self-rule in tbe 
southeast. More than 27.000 
have died. 


Iraq ‘laundering money to buy weapons’ — report 


LONDON (AFP) — Iraq is 
using a sophisticated network 
of offshore companies and - 
Latin American banks to buy 
Weapons and military .equip? . : 
meat in violation of Unified 
Nations sanctions, a British 
press report said on Sunday. 

The Sunday Telegraph, 
which did not cite arty 
sources, said that hundreds of 
millions of dollars each year 
were bong channelled out of 
Iraq through the Middle East 
and Latin America to pay for 
arms and military equipment. 

The weekly broadsheet said 


some equipment was under- 
stood to be purchased for 
Iraqis i nuclear --.weapons: pro- 
gramme. ■ 

i Ibsaid foe process started 
with the Iraqi central bank 
sending large quantities of 
dinars, the national currency, 
overland to Jordan, to be con- 
verted into dollars. 

The money is then trans- 
ferred by various means to 
financial institutions in Latin 
America — Argentina and 
Uruguay are the two most 
favoured destinations — 
where it is deposited in the 


accounts of local businessmen 
who have agreed to cooperate 
"• in return for a hefty commit- - 
siom tbe Telegraph said. 

Once the funds are. deposit? 
ed in accounts not ide ntifie d 
with Baghdad. Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein is free to 
proceed with his procurement 
programme to build up Iraq’s 
military capability, the news- 
paper reported. 

It said the money-launder- 
ing operation was being mas- 
terminded by key figures in 
Iraq’s military establishment 
who have been identified with 


attempts to develop its mis- 
siles and nuclear weapons 

capabilities: •" 

A number of Iraqi front 
' companies have been opened 
in the Cypriot port of Limasol 
to oversee the smuggling 
operation, the Telegraph said 
Beirut is a popular route, as 
Baghdad’s recent thaw in rela- 
tions with Damascus means 
secret weapons consignments 
can be taken overland from 
Beirut through Syria and on to 
Iraq without risk of U.N. 
detection, it added 


Top U.S. general meets Saudi crown prince 


RIYADH (AFP) — General 
Henry Hugh Shelton, chair- 
man of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, held talks with Saudi 
Crown Prince Abdullah Ben 
Abdul Aziz here Sunday, tbe 
official news agency SPA 
said 

It said that Gen. Shelton, 
who arrived in Riyadh late 
Saturday, also met the Saudi 
armed forces chief of staff. 


General Salah Ben Ali A1 
Muhayya. 

A U.S. embassy spokes- 
woman, meanwhile, said that 
tbe top LIS. genera] would 
likewise meet with American 
troops stationed in the Gulf 
Arab kingdom during his two- 
day visit 

“This is a visit that was 
planned some time ago. It is 
his first to tbe region as chair- 


man of the joint chiefs," said 
Elizabeth Thornhill. The Pen- 
tagon has also said Gen. Shel- 
ton's tour of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and Egypt was long 
scheduled, but it comes as a 
huge U.S. force has beat kept 
in the Gulf to await a test of 
Iraq's implementation of a 
U.N. accord on arms inspec- 
tions. 

Before the Feb. 23 accord 


which headed off the threat of 
U.S. military action. Saudi 
Arabia ruled out the use of its 
territory, where around 100 
U.S. planes are based near 
Riyadh, to launch attacks on 
Iraq. 

Under an operation named 
"Southern Watrh," U.S. air- 
craft in Saudi Arabia help 
patrol a “no-fly" zone over 
southern Iraq. 


IORDAN TELEVISION 

TeL 7731 1 1-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

16: 10 The World of Peter Rabbit 

and Friends 


16 JO French Programmes 

18:00 Riding High 

18 JO Drama — Neighbours 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Doc. — Cinq Sur Cinq 

19d0 — News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Hope and 


Gloria 

20ri)0 Documentary — Perspec- 
tive 

20i30 The American Chart Show 

21:10 - -.Marker 

22 KM) News in English 

22J0 .Law and Order 

23:05 -Bay Watch Nights 

23:59 JsndofTX. 


PRAYER TIMES 




0530- 

(Sunrise) Duha 

11:46— 


15:07. 


17:42 


1839 

*Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 



4622366 

Angfican Church Tel. 
4624S53/4624S 1 1 . 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Chur* Tel. 77 1 751. 

Amman In ter national Church 

TeL 865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL SI 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John tbe Baptist at De la 
Salle CoBege TeL 5661757 
Church of foe Annunciation 'feL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church Tel 
4623541 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TfeL 5920146 
Tbe Uniate Catholic Church 
TH. 4624757 

Tbe English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 46J 4 1 90 
Evangelical Free Chur* TH. 
892679 

Tbe Baptist Chur* TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
771331 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart* 
mem of Meteorology 
Temperatures axe expected to rise 


slightly, skies partly cloudy to 
sunny, and winds northwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
warm, skies partly cloudy to 
sunny, winds northerly moderate, 
and seas calm. 

MmJMax. temp. 


Amman 06/16 

Aqaba.... 12/23 

Deserts. — .05/19 

Jordan VaDey 10/22 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 14. Aqaba 21 Humidity 
readings: Amman 54 per cent, 
Aqaba 41 percent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

De. Abbas AJ Hakim 885446 

Dr. Arafat AlAsfahab .—5602507 
De Aymart AlMohtaseb — 875748 

De Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Firas pharmacy -5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy — .4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy — 4623672 
Al Sal am pharmacy -....4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy — — 4644945 
Shmcisani pharmacy — .4637660 


Najib pharmacy — —.847632 

IRBID: 

De Mazen Abu Bakir .. 278770 

AJ Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ya’coubAJKhatib -991772 
Khalifeb pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .4637 1 1 1 

Gvil Defence Department 
5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

-4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pate: 192,4621111,4637777 


Fire Brigade. 4617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police— -843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept_... -463032 1 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints. .566 1 1 76 


Wfcr& SewnageCbrapJaots -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.787111 

Telephone Information (directory 
assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls -010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .4623101 

AbdaliTd. Repairs. >5661 101 

Jordan Television .7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 


Electric Power Co_ -4636381 

RJ Flight Information— .44-53200 
Queen Alia ImL Airport —.44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The At* Cerate fir Heat and Special 
Sugoy 5921199 

The Islannc, Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Mafical CtentreTU. 836813, 
856856 

Luanda 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. -4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. .4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. ,4636140 

Palestine, Shroeisani 3607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 3669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital -5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen -.777101/3 
AJ- 

Bashir. .775111/26 

Army, Marka 39161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ..3602240/50 

Amal Hospital 3674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)99099 

IRBID: 


Princess 

Basina 

Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic 

Hospital 

,(02)27 n ' r 75 

Ibn Al 

Nafees 

Hospital 

.(02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This utformation is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queeh Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL (44i53200-5, 
where it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 44 (52700). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:25 Damascus (RJ) 

0835 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 — .New Delhi (RJ) 

09*30 . — Dubai Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

l(k05 — Beirut (RJ) 

1620 Cairo (RJ) 

16£5 — London (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 


18=06 Kuwait (RJ) 

18=35 — Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

18:45 Brussels (add) (RJ) 

19ri)0 Bangkok (RJ) 

0130 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


02:50 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
03:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:15 London (BA) 

09:15 Cairo (MS) 

I2rt)0 _ .Khartoum (SD) 

13:25 Bahrain (GF) 

14:30 Doha(QR) 

15:05 .Vienna (OS) 

16:00 Dubai (EK) 

lfcOO Istanbul (SD) 

20:00 -Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:10 — Paris, Damascus (AF) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 

01:25 — „ — -AmSHdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06.-05 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

07:25 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

07:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

Aqaba (RW) 

11:10 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

12:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

OK-nn 


10:10 Frankfurt, London (RJ) 

11:00 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

12:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

12J0 Cairo (RJl 

20:15 

20:40 


20:45 


21:00 

— Jeddah fadrf) (RJ) 

21:15 

22.*00 


22:45 


Other Flights ^ - 

06:00 Jaantul (TKV 

0805. 


1030 


10-JO 


13:20 
14:15 
15 JO. 

—Istanbul (SD) 

..... Bahrain (GF) 

1530 

. —Vienna (OS) 

17:00 

UfcOO 

Damascus, Dubai (EK) 
ffhartnum (SD) 

21:20 


23:53 . 

0235 

03:00. 

—Damascus. Paris (AF) 

— . . ...—Amsterdam (KL) 

Athens (OA) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

95 JO Annnai (Marka Airport) (RW) 

06-30 r — Tel Aviv (RW) 

0735 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

0830 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

10:20 .:-_Aqaba (RW) ‘ 

11:40 ._._Armnan (QAIA) (RW) ' 

20:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:50 Aqaba (RW) 
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Princess Basma commends 
work of women’s groups 


; AMMAN (Petra) — ' Her 
Royal- Highness Princess 
Basma Sunday, commended 
(he work of Jordanian 
women’s groups, saying that 
their relentless efforts to 
- . ‘j improve the status of w6men 
I .{eve resulted in numerous 
j achievements. *; 

* In an address to around- 
J able meeting organised by . 
J. the Jordanian National Coro- 
x 1 mittee for Women (JNCW) 

X 1 to - mark International - 

llll ' Women’s Day, the Princess 
kj|j§|| said it is of vita) importance 
iPIP for these women's groups to 
|ll||j continue their efforts at all * 
levels in order to maximise 
the gains and enable women 
to deal with the challenges of 
*»_ the coming century. 

1 “I am confident that tomor- 

row will be better than today 
for women and that the 
future holds greater 

rntn-vf,;; f° r fordaman 

women in all regions, she 
said. 

, • “For the first time in Jor- 

tXOTl ^ ans “a** women-related 
- issues and the n?ain objec- 
<. rives of the national strategy 
jf on women have been incor- 


ation 


porated in the country’s 
1998-2002 five-year socio- ' 
economic development 
plan,” Princess Basma 
added. 

The plan calls. for Jordan- 
ian women to make their 
own contributions to and 
participate in decision-mak- 
ing on issues concerning 
women. 

Stating that these steps are 
considered a major achieve- 
ment for the JNCW and a 
crucial step toward further 
future gains. Princess Basma 
said much credit in this 
respect should go to Minister 
of Planning Rima Khalaf and 
heads of various women sec- 
tots. 

The Princess said the 
roundtable was focusing on 
the role of women in four 
basic issues: education, pub- 
lic life, employment and 
population affairs. 

However, she pointed out 
that setting targets for the 
future is not enough and that 
women groups are called on 
to find an appropriate practi- 
cal mechanism to define 
women’s roles. 


tO 
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Symposium examines methods of 
improving spoken language skills 


By Jtnnana Abu Hannoud 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With a view 
to improving the fluency of 
foreign language students, 
one of the most difficult 
challenges facing teachers, 
the National Orthodox 
School last week held its 
Fourth English Symposium 
on English - Language 
Teaching entitled “Promot- 
ing Oral Fluency Skills.'’ 

According to Mai Gous- 
sous, creator and organiser 
of the symposium, the main 
objective this year was to 
“find a new methodology in 
teaching by using effective, 
innovative;* ; and.* ■..practical 
skills arid activities to 
encourage our students to 
speak up and express them- 
selves in English, even in 
large classes." 

These activities were 
designed by teachers to 
help other teachers and stu- 
dents bridge the gap 
between written mechanT- 


cai exercises and fluency in 
spoken English. Mrs. Gous- 
sous told the Jordan Times. 

The symposium was con- 
ducted in the form of work- 
shops held simultaneously 
in separate rooms so that 
participants could choose 
according to their own pref- 
erences and needs. 

Mrs. Goussous said 22 
papers were presented by 
speakers ■ from private 
schools, private universities 
and the University of Jor- 
dan. There also was an 
English language teaching 
(ELT) book exhibition. 
, which' "" placed j. <• special 
' emphasis ' bivt: * teacher' 
.'j resourcebooks> - - a\ 
She explained that the 
papers ' presented offered 
unique techniques for 
developing oral fluency 
skills, including dancing 
and music, drama, commu- 
nicative scenarios, games, 
story telling and songs. 

She said special attention 
was paid to the difficulties 


facing students who cannot 
improve their oral commu- 
nication skills because of 
their inability to receive 
written information correct- 
ly or easily. These “children 
of a lesser fortune," as one 
of the papers termed these 
special students, were also 
included in the activities 
created and presented at the 
symposium. 

Participants included 
teachers and supporting 
educational organisations, 
such as the British Council 
and the American Center, 
who evaluated the work- 
- > shops'. ; Ther ideas presented-. 
' will later be tested by the 
teachers at -■school --and', the ' 
results will be followed up. 

A new theme is chosen 
each year to suit education- 
al needs and requirements 
as determined by teachers 
and the organisers to help 
improve English language 
teaching and overcome the 
difficulties students and 
teachers face at school. 



MINISTER OPENS NEW HOSPITAL WING: Minister of Health and Medical 
Care Ashraf Kurdi, accompanied by Yemeni Minister of Health Abdul Wali Nash- 
er, Sunday open a new section at the University of Jordan Hospital. The hospital’s 
general manager, Mohammad Aba Khalaf, said the hospital aims to be a regional 
centre (University of Jordan photo) 


what’s going on 


FILM 

* “Le Samouraf’ at the French .Cultural 
Centre, JabalWeibdefa at 630 p.m. and 8:30 
pan. 

SALE 

* “Bake Sale” at the Jordan Meningitis 
Foundation, Um Utbetna, A1 Hxra Street, 
behind Aiamex on Tuesday, March 10, start- 
ing at 10:00 ajn. (Proceeds wffl go roMenin- 
giris Vaccine Fund and treatment of the 
needy). 

LECTURES 

* “Political Pluralism and Reinforcement of 
National Unity inJordan"by Lower House of 
Parliament Deputy Bassam Haddadin at 
Abdul Hazneed Shaman Foundation, Jabal 
Amman at 6dX) pjn. 

* “Western Research Studies on Isla m ic 


Modernisation (Tahdith)” (in Arabic) by Dn 
Stefan Wild at AJ Isra’ University at 12:00 


EXHIBITION 

* Paintings by Saleh Abu Shindi at Baladna 
Ait Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598), 
until March 19. 

* Works by Sana’ Kayyali at Orient Gallery, 
Shroeisani (Tel. 5681303/4), until March 26. 
(Proceeds wfll go to A1 Quds AI Sharif 
Defending Association). 

* The Spanish Contemporary Graphic Art" 
at Instituro Cervantes, Jabal Amman (Tel. 
610858). until March 20. 

* Private collection of Mamdouh Bisharar 
entitled “A Vision, An Identity” at Darat Al 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh until April 9 (Tel. 
643251). Also displaying works by contem- 
porary Arab artists — “The New Collection.” 


Queen inaugurates women’s information centre 


In her address to the meet- 
ing, Dr. Khalaf pointed out 
that women’s participation in 
socio-economic develop- 
ment affairs rose from 6.6 
per cent in 1991 to 8.5 per 
cent in 1997 and that the per- 
centage of women in the Jor- 
danian workforce rose from 
13.4percentto 15.6 per cent 
in die same period of time. 

Referring to education, the 
minister said illiteracy 
among women dropped from 
22.8 per cent in 1991 to 133 
per cent at present 

But she said Jordanian 
women have a long way to 
go in order to achieve equal- 
ity with men, especially in 
political and economic deci- 
sion-making. 

. Amal Sabbagh, the JNCW 
secretary general, reviewed 
the committee’s activities 
and achievements. 

She said the activities 
marking International 

Women’s Day came upon 
Princess Basma ’s directives 
and were designed to further 
promote the status and role 
of women in Jordanian soci- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On the 
occasion of International 
Women’s Day, Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Sunday inau- 
gurated the National Infor- 
mation Centre for Women 
at the headquarters of the 
General Federation of Jor- 
danian Women (GFJW) in 
Amman, according to a 
press release. 

Queen Noor, who is hon- 
orary president of the 
GFJW, emphasised the 
importance of a “cen- 
tralised information base, 
which would provide com- 
prehensive data on the fam- 
ily, cultural, economic, 
social and political status 
of Jordanian women.” 

She expressed her hope 
that the centre would be a 
national resource that will 
complement the efforts of 
all those who are involved 
in women's affairs m the 
country and that it would 
be the first step towards the 
establishment of a regional 
database centre on Arab 
: women, the statement con- 
tinued. 

In her speech. GFJW 
President Nujoud Fawzi 
said the centre, which is the 
first of its kind in Jordan 
and the Arab World, com- 
prises a research unit, a 
comprehensive interactive 
library with audio-visual 
aids and access to the Inter- 
net. as well as a consulta- 
tion and information 
department The latter will 
provide researchers, plan- 
ners and women with inf or- 


Jordan, 
Yemen sign 
medical 
cooperation 
agreement 

AMMAN: CPetra.) — The 
Jordanian and . Yemeni 
health ministers Sunday, 
concluded three days of 
meetings by signing an 
agreement to implement a 
bilateral protocol on 

health-related affairs. 

Visiting Yemeni Health 
Minister Abdul Wali 

Nasher, who signed the 
agreement with his coun- 
terpart Ashraf Kurdi, said 
the accord provides for 
specific steps to imple- 
ment the protocol and 

promote cooperation in 
medical and health 

affairs. 

Dr. Nasher said the 
agreement contains a 
number of clauses con- 
cerning treatment of 
Yemeni patients in Jor- 
danian hospitals and the 
export of Jordanian drugs 
and provision of medical 
expertise to Yemen. 

Between 80 and 100 
Yemeni citizens annually 
visit Jordan for medical 
treatment. Dr. Nasher 
noted. 

Following the signing 
ceremony at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan Hospital, Dr. 
Kurdi said he and the 
Yemeni minister dis- 
cussed a number of issues 
related to health and med- 
ical cooperation. 

The bilateral protocol 
will enable Yemeni stu- 
dents to acquire a medical 
education in the Kingdom 
and Yemeni doctors to 
receive further training 
here, he stated. 

Dr. Kurdi said a medical 
team will soon be sent to 
the Yemeni health min- 
istry to offer its services, 
and there are plans to 
send more doctors. ■ 

During his stay here. Dr. 
Nasher toured Al Bashir 
Hospital, Al Hussein 
Medical Centre and the 
University of Jordan Hos- 
pital, where he discussed 
ways for Yemen to benefit 
from Jordanian experi- 
ences. 

Also Sunday, Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali received the 
Yemeni minister and Dr. 
Kurdi, who briefed him 
on the agreement 

Dr. Majali expressed 
Jordan's interest in pro- 
viding Yemen with all 
possible assistance in pri- 
mary health care and 
reviewed bilateral cooper- 
ation. 


mation on national, region- 
al and international organi- 
sations concerned with 
women's affairs, the state- 
ment read. 

Mrs. Fawzi concluded by 
thanking Lhe United States 
Agency for Internationa] 
Development (USAID) for 
funding the establishment 
of the centre and the Min- 
istry of Planning and the 
Amman mayor for their 
support. 

USAID Director Lewis 
Lucke noted that the 
“development and imple- 
mentation of information 
centres for women are 
activities [that] grew out of 
resolutions adopted at the 
1995 U.N. Beijing Confer- 
ence on Women.” He added 
that “this pioneering step 
being undertaken by the 
General Federation... will 
enable them to monitor 
policies and laws, which 
affect women and to build 
the necessary network for 
Jordanian women to have 
access to information 
which concerns them." 

The GFJW was estab- 
lished in 1981 as a national 
non-governmental organi- 
sation (NGO) of women's 
associations, societies and 
individuals to enhance the 
political, economic and 
social status of women in 
Jordan. 

The federation offers 
education opportunities, 
vocational training and 
guidance in family welfare 
and health. It also advo- 



Her Majesty Queen Noor is greeted Sunday after inaugurating the new National 
Information Centre for Women in Amman on International Women's Day. The cen- 
tre, the first of its kind in the Arab World, will provide comprehensive information 
on the family, cultural, social and political status of Jordanian women (Reuters 
photo) 


cates reform favouring 
women and initiates 
income-generating activi- 
ties in collaboration with 
other NGOs. including the 
Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion, the announcement 
said. 

Attending the ceremony 
with the Queen were Min- 
ister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad Khair 


Mamser. Minister of Youth 
and Culture Talal Hassan, 
Senator Subbiyeh Ma'ani, 
the Queen's social policy 
advisor. Tn'am Mufti. NHF 
Executive Director Sima 
Bahous and other officials. 

Also Sunday, the Queen 
was quoted by AFP as 
tel ling the Arabic daily Al 
Arab Al Yawm that “active 
women in Jordan should 


pull together to form a 
pressure group to work for 
the creation of new laws 
aimed at ending all forms 
of discrimination against 
women." 

According to the report. 
Queen Noor also signed a 
petition calling for 
international support of the 
women under Taliban rule 
in Afghanistan. 


Palestinian affairs department holds workshop 
on refugee camp improvement programme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The direc- 
tor of the Palestinian Affairs 
Department, Ibrahim Badran. 
Sunday emphasised that a 
government-sponsored plan 
for modernising Palestinian 
refugee camps does not mean 
settling the refugees perma- 
nently in Jordan. . 

At the opening session of a 
special workshop- focusing on 
the implementation of the 
“social productivity pro- 
gramme,” Dr. Badran said the 
plan is designed to improve 
the living conditions of camps 
residents, who are part of Jor- 


danian society. 

Dr. Badran said die govern- 
ment is placing great hopes on 
this programme, which his 
department plans to curry out 
in conjunction with the Min- 
istry of Planning and the 
Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Corporation (HUDC >, in 

order to provide a better living 
environnient for the refugees. 

The workshop was organ- 
ised to orient the programme's 
employees on its technical, 
social and engineering 
aspects. The plan, due to begin 
by the second half of this year. 


is part of an overall JD431 
million government social 
safety scheduled to be carried 
out over a period of several 
years. 

Ghaith F;iriz. from the Min- 
istry of Planning, said rhe pro- 
gramme aims at enabling local 

communities to acquire appro- 
priate training in certain areas 
so thai ihey-mS* be more pro-' 
ductive. 

The government has allocat- 
ed funds for combating pover- 
ty and unemployment, and 
this programme is part of the 
u hole government-sponsored 


plan, he pointed out 

According to the depart- 
ment. the programme will cost 
JD44 million and will focus 
on improving the camps' 
infrastructure, social develop- 
ment capacity, and small-size 
projects and providing nam- 
ing to heads of poor families. 

Out of this stmt the depart- 
1 ment said JD20 million will be 's 
spent on improving conditions 
within the country’s 1 3 camps, 
while the rest will finance 
wastewater treatment plants to 
sene these camps and their 
adjacent regions. 


Editor of weekly newspaper released 


By Alia Shnkri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The editor of the 
satirical weekly “Abed Rab- 
boh” has been released after 
for four days of detention. 

Abdul Hadi Raji Majali was 
arrested from his home on 
Tuesday by security forces 
and no reason was given for 
the arrest. 

According to Mr. Majali. his 
arrest was ordered by the 
prosecutor general at the State 
Security Court because of a 
picture be ran on the front 
page of “Abed Rabboh." 

The picture shows Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
bolding a microscope and 
looking under the belt of a 
person while calling out to 
Minister of Interior Naihir 
Rashid: “• Come on Nathir, I 


found an infiltrator and a 
Kalashnikov.” 

The newspaper's 47th issue 
was openly criticising the 
government's measures dur- 
ing the Ma'an riots in Febru- 
ary. which led to one person 
being killed and over 20 oth- 
ers injured. 

Interrogators told Mr. 
Majali that “the picture 
defamed the prime minister 
and ray articles were provoca- 
tive," he said 

The weekly's issue was 
almost entirely devoted to 
mocking the government over 
its insistence last month that it 
was barring pro-Iraqi rallies 
because it had solid informa- 
tion that “infiltrators” might 
use the demonstrations for 
sabotage. 

Mr. Majali said he was treat- 
ed well while in detention. 


The New York-based 
human rights watchdog, the 
Committee to Protect Journal- 
ists (CPJ), last week faxed a 
letter to the prime minister 
expressing concern over die 
detention of Mr. Majali und 
asking him to use his good 
offices to ensure his immedi- 
ate release. 

“It is CPJ's position dial 
members of the press should 
never face arrest or criminal 
prosecution because of mater- 
ial they publish. We are con- 
cerned that the threat of deten- 
tion and criminal action inhib- 
it the ability of the press to. 
work freely," the letter read 

‘Abed Rabboh.” the only 
satirical weekly in Jordan, was 
the first to shut down after the 
government passed die 1993 
temporal} 1 Press and Publica- 
tions Law last Max. The 


weekly was followed by 
another 13 publications 

The law, which was criti- 
cised both home and abroad 
as stifling “freedom of expres- 
sion," raised the minimum 
capita] of the weeklies from 
JD 15.000 to JD300.000. It 
also imposed new fines for 
violators amounting to a max- 
imum of JD50.000. up from 
the original JD6.0G0. in addi- 
tion to giving the court the 
right to suspend publication of 
any paper found violating the 
law's spirit 

On January 26. the High 
Court of Justice annulled the 
temporaiy law. which was 
passed while Parliament was 
in recess, and declared it 
unconstitutional, opening the 
door for all the su-spended 
weeklies to resume publica- 
tion. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Health ministry begins polio vaccination 
campaign next week 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Health and 
Medical Care, in cooperation with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO). United Nations Chil- 
dren's Fund (UNICEF), and the Rotary Club, will 
start a Kingdom-wide polio vaccination campaign 
next week. The five-day campaign will cover chil- 
dren through the age of five. 

Assistance fund helps 60 needy families 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment’s National Aid Fund in eastern Amman 
offered assistance to 60 needy families last Febru- 
ary. The fund extends cash aid and rehabilitates 
those who are in dire need of assistance. 

Agricultural department releases February figures 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Agricultural Marketing 
Corporation (AMC) last month exported 27.600 
tonnes of vegetables and fruits worth JD8.1 mil- 
lion. Lebanon imported 13.459 tonnes qf these 
products, Kuwait came second with 4.392 tonnes, 
and the UAE with 4.038 tonnes. 


King, Crown Prince meet with Sharon 



(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Sharon, one of three in 
Israel's "kitchen cabinet.” is the 
first Israeli official to meet with 
Jonlanian leaders following the 
Jewish stare's investigations 
into (lie Mossad's assassination 
attempt on Hamas leader 
Khaled Misha’a! in Amman on 
5cpL 25. 

Bilateral relations reached 
their lowest point following the 
failed attack, after which Jordan 
cut security cooperation to a 
minimum. 

Jordan had reportedly 
requested that the head of 
Mossad, Danny Yatom. Ik 
replaced lor the resumption of 
security cooperation. 

The probe into the Mossad's 
.Ammon fiasco, released Feb. 
16 . fell short of calling for the 
resignation of Mr. Yatom, and 
did not rule out another attack 
on Jordanian soil. 

The findings w ere blasted by 
Jordan. Mr. Yatom resigned on 
Feb. 24. after a series of blun- 
ders by the Mossad during ltis 
tenure were made public. 

Hi> temporary replacement. 


Ephraim Halevy. who has close 
relations with Jordanian leaders 
and was instrumental in negoti- 
ations leading up to the 1994 
peace ’ treaty, has been wel- 
comed by many in Amman. 

Other officials, however, see 
Mr. Halevy ‘s appointment as ah 
internal Israeli affair that has lit- 
tle to do with Jordan's prefer- 
ences. 

Mr. Sharon's visit is the first 
of a series scheduled between 
Jordanian and Israeli officials 
this week. Minister of Industry 
and Trade Hani Mulki is 
expected io hold talks in 
Amman today with his Israeli 
counterpart Natan Sharansky, 
on trade-related issues. 

Crown Prince Hassan is 
scheduled to meet with Israeli- 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Minister of 
Defence Yitzhak Mordeehai in 
Tel Aviv on Tuesday, after talks 
with Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat in Ramallah today. 

Jordanian officials have said 
that bilateral relations will 
return to “normal” if the string 
of talks produce tangible 
results. 



4 World News 


Women demonstrate as 


Kosovo refugees hide in hills 


PRISTINA. Serbia (R) — 
Hundreds of ethnic 
Albanian women demon- 
strated in the capital of 
Kosovo Sunday against the 
killing of dozens of alleged 
separatist guerrillas in the 
Yugoslav province by 


Serbian 

police. 

Officials 

Democratic 


anti -terrorist 


of the 
League of 


Kosovo, the main ethnic 
Albanian party, said the 
area west of Pristina where 
fighting had been concen- 
trated had been calmer 
overnight with only spo- 
radic shooting. 

But villagers, who spent a 
third night sleeping rough 
in the hills as police contin- 
ued their sweep, said they 
had no food or water and 
feared for their lives. 

The demonstrators gath- 
ered outside the U.S. 
Cultural Centre in Pristina 
where American diplomats 
from Belgrade were seek- 
ing prospects for a compro- 
mise between Serbia and 
ethnic Albanian leaders 
demanding independence 
for Kosovo. 

Reporters who reached 
the village of Prekaz 
Saturday saw police in 
action for a third straight 
day against what the 
Serbian authorities say is a 
“terrorist nest” of" the 
Kosovo Liberation Armv 
(KLA). 


Terrified people who fled 
Prekaz and other villages in 
the Drenica region when 
police pounced Thursday 
were hiding out in the hills 
and woods. 

"They came at us from 
three sides at dawn. We got 
the word to get out and we 
didn't have time even to get 
dressed properly." one 
woman said. 

"We have no food or 
water, we are desperate. We 
have never had any guns 
and now the Serbs have 
come to kill us." a leader of 
the local branch of the lead- 
ing Albanian LDK party 
told reporters Saturday. 

A pro-government daily 
in Belgrade, the Serbian 
and Yugoslav capital, said 
"dozens" of Albanian guer- 
rillas had been killed in the 
operation, which began last 
weekend. It had earlier put 
the death toil at 70. 

Police said the dead 
included KLA leader Adem 
Jasari. who they said had 
been trained across the bor- 
der in Albania, and his 
brother and another senior 
guerrilla. 

The KLA has emerged as 
a military threat in the past 
two years in response to 
growing impatience with 
the lack of progress by 
political leaders demanding 
independence for Kosovo. 

The province, where 
Albanians outnumber Serbs 


nine to one. had its 
autonomous status stripped 
in 1989 when then-Serbian 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic was amassing 
power on a wave of Serb 
nationalism, and has since 
been ruled by Belgrade 
with an iron fist. 

International pressure 
mounted at the weekend for 
Mr. Milosevic, now presi- 
dent of the Yugoslav 
Federation, to open a dia- 
logue with the Albanians, 
but he seemed determined 
to ignore appeals for 
restraint. 

Turkish Prime Minister 
Mesut >1 1 maz Saturday 
urged Balkan countries to 
help forge such a dialogue, 
and sent his Foreign 
Minister Ismail Cem to 
Belgrade. 

Bulgarian Prime Minister 
Ivan Rostov, host to Mr. 
Yilmaz during a visit by the 
Turkish leader to Sofia 
Saturday, told a joint new s 
conference: "We fear very 
much a spillover of the con- 
flict and the possibility of 
new sanctions against 
Yugoslavia." 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook was due to 
chair a ministerial meeting 
of France. Germany. Italy. 
Russia and the United 
States Monday to discuss 
Kosovo. 

Mr. Cook said Saturday 
he was determined that the 


Hong Kong fog 


disrupts weekend air traffic 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Heavy fog threw Hong 
Kong air traffic into chaos, 
with tens of thousands of 
passengers hit by weekend 


officials said Sunday. 

Civil • Aviation 

Department ‘ spokesman 
Vincent Kan said that 
Sunday the authorities had 
cancelled 38 flights, 
delayed 143 and diverted 
22 because of a second day 
of thick fog. 

Hong Kong Chief 
Executive* Tung Chee- 
Hwa’s flight for a week- 
long official visit to 
Germany and France was 
among those delayed by the 
flight chaos. 

Visibility at Kai Tak. 
regarded as one of the most 
difficult in the world to land 
at. and featuring a spectacu- 
lar approach lined by high 
nse tenements, dropped 
Sunday from 2.000 metres 
to 1 .000 metres in the 
swirling fog banks. 

About 2.500 people were 
left branded at Lhe airport 
departure lounge. 

Saturday, with visibility 
reduced to as little as 600 


metres, airport authorities 
cancelled 64 flights, divert- 
ed 57 and delayed 240. 

Hong Kong’s famous 
high-rise cityscape did a 
"vanishing -act — as — rmst s - 
caused ”bv 95 per cent 
. humidity swall< 5 v $;4 build- 
ings. 

The airport disruption 
affected more than 10.000 
passengers Saturday and 
virtually the same number 
Sunday, a Civil Aviation 
Department spokesman 
said. Thousands were 
stranded at the airport 
overnight. 

Kai Tak International 
Airport was forced late 
Saturday to relax iis curfew, 
allowing flights to take off 
and land lifter 1:00 a.m. 

1 1 700 GMT ) to clear the 
backlog. 

Anton Nel. a South 
African jet-ski trader, 
changed his plans to catch a 
connecting flight to 
Johannesburg when a 
delayed Singapore Airlines 
flight prevented him from 
making a business meeting 
in Singapore. 

"IT! have to phone my 
partners from home." he 


said. "It’s a shame to come 
all this way and not even 
see them.” he added. 

One man taking eight 
family members for trip to 
'Bangkok saw ■ the visit cut 
from three days to two. 
'That's not much of a trip." 
he said. 

With more than 7.000 
passengers crowding Kai 
Tak’s transit area by late 
Saturday afternoon. Cathay 
Pacific check-in supervisor 
Teresa Fong Ot-Kara urged 
passengers not to go 
through immigration. 

"Inside it’s chaotic.” Mr. 
Fong said. "It's very crowd- 
ed. We’re telling people not 
to go in early." 

Cathay Pacific was forced 
Saturday to delay and 
merge 12 outgoing flights, 
and redirect 18 incoming 
flights to Shenzhen. :n 
China. Taipei. Macau and 
Manila. Incoming flights 
resumed landing at around 
10:00 p.m. 

A humid souther:*.- 


airstream gave nse to the 
heavy fog. a Hong Kor.g 
observatory spokesman 
said. 


Aborigines warn land 
row could derail treaty 


CANBERRA (Ri _ An 
Australian aboriginal leader 
Sunday warned that a row over 
aboriginal land rights could 
derail the push for a trear. 
aimed at achieving harmony 
between native Australians and 
whites. 

Council for Aboriginal 
Reconciliation chief Evelyn 
Scot! said an early election to 
resolve the land rights dispute 
could be a disaster for the 
country 

“Any resolution which is 
seen by indigenous people as 
taking away important rights 
which they have won in the 
courts will do great damage to 
the cause of reconciliation." 
said Ms. Scott, a part aborig- 
ine. part south sea islander 
from Queensland state/ 

“And if there is (an early 
election L. on this issue, then 
this council will publicly coil 
for all political leaders to guar- 
antee that they and their parties 
will avoid even a hint of race- 
based campaigning and that 
they will publicly condemn in 
clear terms such campaigning 
by anyone eke.” 

Prime Minister John Howard 
is threatening an early election 
— possibly as soon a> July — 
to end the land rights row. 

Ms. Scott told reporters that 


a fair solution to the land row 
was v in) to achieving reconcil- 
iation between aborigines and 
non-aboriginal Australians. 

The council, which includes 
aboriginal and non-abonginal 
members, is charged with 
achieving reconciliation and 
hopes to have a draft treaty by 
the Sydnev Olympic carries in 
2i.x X). 

Mr. Howard’s early election 
threat has sparked fears of a 
race-based election in a nation 
stiii recovering from a divisive 
race row fc. off by outspoken 
nolmeian Pauline Hanson in 
1996. 

He wants to resolve the land 
rights row by guaranteeing 
aborigine-- some access to gov- 
ern men; pastures leased" to 
farmers, bur restricting aborig- 
ines’ powers to claim such 

rights. 

Aborigines say his planned 
law is racist and strips them of 
land rights won shrough the 
courts. Farmers, roo. are criti- 
cal. They say Mr. Howard's 
plan erode* their abiiiry to 
manage the land by giving 
aborigines too much say. 

The proposed law has run 
into problems m parliament’s 
upper house, the senate, where 
the Labour opposition, minor 
parties and independents hold 


the majority of seats. 

If the senate rejects the legis- 
lation again. Mr. Howard can 
dissolve both houses of parlia- 
ment and call an early election. 

The senate also looks set :o 
soon give Mr. Howard more 
early election triggers by again 
rqccting several other bills 
dealing with a range of sepa- 
rate issues. 

Mr. Howard has privately 
spoken of an election between 
July and (Xiober. His govern- 
ment won power ir. March 
19% and under Australia’-, 
•loose electoral laws he can ca!: 
an ordinary election any time 
between September. I99S. and 
mid-May. 1999. 

Ms. Scott said the course:! 
wanted a draft treaty drawn up 
by the Sydney Olympics. The 
council would hold j corJer- 
encc in May JJOO (o di*o* 
the dralL The meeting would 
agree on j treaty to be prorrr;. 
I.v pu: lo oil Australians fur a 
vote. 

Australia'-. 360,0011 aborig- 
ines and native Torres Str-c: 
islanders are some of the most 
disadvantaged or lhe country \ 
1S.3 million people, with 
shorter life expectancy and 
higher rates of disease, impris- 
onment and unemployment. 


Australian 


PM rejects 
moves to 


water down 


gun laws. 


SYDNEY f .AFP) — Australian 
Prime Minister John Howard 
Sunday rejected mov es lo water 
down tough gun laws intro- 
duced two year; ago after a Irate 
gunman massacred 35 people in 
the island state of Tasmania. 

"My government remains 
absolutely committed to (he full 
treiiraenance throughout 
Australia, without qualification, 
of the agreement concluded 
between the governments of 
AtiNialia in 1996. regarding the 
use cf firearms." he told an 
L**.:emadc>rail Women’s Day 
breakfast 

Union, chureh and communi- 
ry leader- gathered on the steps 
cf parliament house in 
Melbourne Sunday to oppose 
ozempfr in Vrctona qaie to ease 
*e requirements for cun owner- 


r pttss was led by Walter 
ai. whose wife and two lir- 
ccjghrer; were gunned 
n a: *iw tiussacrc in Port 
jr. and who has called on 
rria- hi*- nr-* home stoic. io 

i by the nation^] agreement 
rtccia has leg: -.lari on before 
are perb amen i allowing the 
: corrjnLs^TOer of police to 
re the 2 -vJay wailing peri- 
;r pevcL* obeady owning a 
who warn to Njv another 


The omendmer.iv also allow 
porrie to corny and u>c guns 
whhin town SiHindaries and 
pemr: semi-automatic shot- 
gun.- be used by members of 
-he Reid and Game 
Aa.*ocu 3 rai. 

Mr Hriwani nnieraied his 
XTsono: ccmmnment 'lo the 
cnabssscice. in full, of every 
pcrac-j'anty cl the agreement 
wfuch wa> mode in 1996." 

“And I ora sure that is the 
■•w cf the overwhelming 
rrsyerry cf the Australian corn- 
•■runry." he sooi 
A fra the 

C>.s2rcic fra Gun Control 
Prtse-L Baptist Minister Tim 
CiV.j’Jo, -aid be was di.sap- 
T.'cc with federal Justice 
Mi.*u. Amanda Vansiraic. 
iri - haj !.*'t the way open for 
char.pvv. :o the gun laws. 

"SV h'jffsJ and puffed and 
'Tb- is cwrja.vus' and 
Tier <en> re- have caved in.” lx: 


Ms. Mcxune his said that 
whae -he v.ouJJ never consider 
wsexenrag lhe nati:tuJ axie. 
she j.ycr. lo suggestions for 

Hcwc.cr. ary “fine-tuning" 
wnuid have to be nuJc with 
ozreemer: from all states, she 
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pt 


meeting should give a clear 
message 10 Mr. Milosevic, 
who rejected an earlier 
warning when he met Mr. 
Cook in Belgrade 

Thursday. 

But he said it would be 
premature lo state whether 
there would be a proposal 
for new sanctions in addi- 
tion to those already intend- 
ed ro make Belgrade sup- 
port peace in the region. 

Western countries. Tear- 
ing a new Balkan confla- 
gration. have made clear 
they want a diplomatic 
solution to the conflict in 
which the Albanians would 
drop independence claims 
in exchange for a restora- 
tion of autonomy. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said 

Saturday that Washington 
would not tolerate violence 
in Kosovo, but did not 
repeat earlier warnings of 
military intervention, say- 
ing only that "nothing was 
ruled out.” 

Many locals say the latest 
government crackdown can 
only help the separatist 
cause. 

‘'These children will grow 
up and it’s up to them to 
avenge their fathers and 
brothers." one refugee from 
the fighting told Reporters 
Saturday. "So who is to say 
who is KLA and who is 
not? It is the bitterness that 
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government will ignop^ 




Albanian soldiers run in a training session at a military unit at the northern town of 
Kukes, 210 km from Tirana, bordering the Yugoslav volatile province of Kosovo. 
Albania has put on high alert its army in northern regions bordering Yugoslavia dne 
to the tense situation in Kosovo (Reuters photo) 


India’s Hindu nationalists 
4 days away from power’ 


the push for Australia v , ...... 

become a republic until ^ ‘ ' 
national vote due in 1995 V „ . 

a key minister . 

Sunday. " 

Special Minister of Stau\^f J -’’ : 
Nick Minchin also said th 
Labour opposition and thi^i, iN 
republican movement : ' 
faced a tough battle to wia: - “ 

the vote to sever 210 -year -'Vji 
old ties with Britain, 


fr ■ 


country's former colonia: : ",j lM’--” 
master. - 

"(This) is a considerabk-r'fl 


v * — — — . 

challenge to the Laboob f 
Party and the republican ' u \* 


NEW DELHI (AFPj — 
India's Hindu nationalists 
Sunday said they were just 
days away from forming a 
government as vote count- 
ing in the world's largest 
democracy neared its end. 

The nationalists predicted 
their leader Atal Behari 
Vajpayee would be invited 
to become premier by the 
end of the week. They 
claimed he would bring sta- 
bility after the collapse of 
four governments in two 
years. 

Party spokesman K.R. 
Malkani told AFP: "We are 
confident that this will be 
the first real BJP govern- 
ment — this is the real 
thing. 

“We expect the final 
results of the elections by 
March 11 or 12. India’s 
president is likely to call us 
around March 15. with the 
swearing-in the next day." 

Mr. Vajpayee was 
Saturday confirmed as the 
parliamentary leader of the 
Bharatiya Janata Parry 
(BJP. Indian People’s 
Party). whose alliance 
emerged as the largest 
group following the dead- 
locked election. 

India’s Election 

Commission said counting 
for the final result of the 
February-March parliamen- 
tary election was nearing its 
end. 

An official said votes 
polled last month for two 
seats in the northern state of 


Kashmir, including the state 
summer capital Srinagar, 
hud begun. The results were 
due later Sunday. 

Counting for two other 
Kashmir ~ constituencies 
which voted Saturday, will 
begin Monday. The final 
two Kashmir seats go to the 
ballot later this month and 
in June. 

The Hindu BJP bloc 
claimed around 250 out of 
545 seats, with 10 seats in 
remote regions yet to be 
decided. The nationalists 
are confident of winning the 
backing of enough minor 
parties and independents to 
reach a majority. 

Its main opponents, the 
Congress and its allies 1 166 
seats) and the outgoing 
United Front multi-party 
coalition (95). have all but 
given up hope of reforming 
an anti-nationalist alliance. 

The two groups had 
teamed up after 1996 polls 
to thwart the BJP but con- 
stant wrangling ended their 
uneasy co-habitation' after 
IS months. 

Mr. Vajpayee, rejecting 
claims the BJP planned to 
introduce a Hindu theocra- 
cy. told a leadership meet- 
ing Saturday that "secular- 
ism is in our blood. 

"Our agenda is not one of 
hate. Our agenda is the 
nation's agenda.” 

Analysis, however, ques- 
tion whether the BJP, which 
claimed 178 seats on its 
own for its best-ever total. 


can live up to its pledge of 
providing political stability. 

Leading political analyst 
Rajni Kothari from the 
independent Centre for the 
Studies of Developing 
Societies, said a nationalist 
coalition would be more 
unstable and “last just a few 
months.” 

He said the BJP would 
have to “dump the entire 
right-wing Hindu agenda to 
keep together. 

BJP spokesman Malkani, 
however, argued: “It's not a 
major problem. Our main 
allies number half a dozen 
and they are old allies. They 
know us and we know 
them." 

The main concerns over 
the BJP surround its agenda 
of ‘‘Swadeshi” or “economic 
nationalism” and its attitude 
towards Muslims, who 
make up 125 million of 
India's 960 million popula- 
tion. 

• Most foreign investors.- 
however. believe the party 


J — ^ ' rfi r fi.‘ ■ 

movement, but it’s over tc : -5 ....< • 

them,” he told The TerV •' Vv - 
television network. ^ 

Monarchist Pnmt .•■£. V “ 
Minister John Howard ha.*/' ^ V •• ’• 
charged Mr. Minchiawifl..*^ ' ’ 

responsibility for republi c ^ 
can issues. 

Mr. Minchin, one of Mr :^ rj; ‘ '’ ‘ * 
Howard’s few key minis- 
ters who is also a monar- :-' tl “ n ^"' ' ’ 
chist, said it would be dif-’ * ^ ' ’ 

ficult for the republicans^ r;r ’ • • 
to win the high public snp-'.’'--’ r " ’ • • 
port needed to change the ; rr'* r: 
constitution. ■«* 

Constitutional change- ? ' • r 
requires support from the rn* *‘ ”• 
majority of voters across 
Australia’s six states andV .... . 
two territories, as well as a^i . '• : 
majority in at least fourV 
states. 

Only eight of ■* 

attempts to change the ~ 
Australian constitution 


have succeeded since sirU 


towards Muslims, who British colonies formed j ;f , .. . 

make up 125 million of the nation in 1901. 

India's 960 million popula- Mr. Howard proimstAii ~ . 
tion. vote in 1999 after a sperii* . 

- Most foreign investors.- convention in-. February? ^ ' ,v ; 
however, believe the party endorsed a republic witb-.' 
will limit its' pledge of pro-’, an Australiaro-yprerident ^ ‘ : - : 
reeling Inrfian industry from replacing Britain's Queen J 7 ’"'* 1, ‘ *- 
overseas competition and Elizabeth as head of state.— 


overseas competition and 
will continue free-market 
reforms. 

India's elections, estimat- 
ed to have cost more than 
SI billion, took place over 
three days in February. 
Around 330 million of 
India’s 605 million voters, 
took part. 

The final results of the 
polls are due out later this 
week.- 




"The goverameat’s very-'- .v.cr. : . • 
pleased with the outcome «.n- = 
of the convention but l&a- V;n.:r.! 
issue now, as far as tbe.'J ... 
government is concerned, 
is off the agenda until afia c i w -.. u . . .. . . 
the next election,” Mi i imr- v .: 
Minchin said, adding hej^ ru ,. ; - 
did not expect the republk^ „r*' \ 
to be an election issue. ^ ^ ^ 

Mr. Howard has threat. ' 
ened an election as soon j 
July over an aljorigina ^ ^ ^ 
land rights row, but car, " l,:,,vr 
wait until mid- 1999. ^ 

Former Labour 
Minister Paul Kearinijir 1 


1V4IU10LC1 TUUi IKWavUJfc.lr. 

campaigned sirongly for 
reoublic after he becam . 'r * 1 


republic after he becam ° J| '■''■■■ 

leader in 1991, but tho? in hi !; . 
issue faded after the liber IJr i*» - 
aJ- national coalition wo 


office in 1996. 
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Mr. Howard agreed h^, 


hold the special convec I i_-.lt 

..e. rw-ilil , 


tion only after strong polii.^^m, .. 

ical and community pres y iv . 

sure. Polls show stroa v 
support for a republic. : 4v ^n ^ ;ii . 
Australia is an indeper ^ c- l(rj ' 


dent constitutional monm * 


chy, but its constitutio 

was nasseri as an act C A \i r . . 


was passed as an act c « \| f . 
British parliament. A vot. 1 

for change in 1999 woul 
mean Australia 


I become a republic by J^ijiy, 

1 , 2001 , the centenary c ‘ ? -9e igy t ?'* 1 T| '*-' 
nationhood. .. v ,lv -' rT; 


residence in Jakarta (AFP photo) 


Suharto formally agrees to be nominated to office again ? 
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JAKARTA ' AFP- — President 
Suharto Sunda> agreed m be 
nv’fiiLTEtal Ira a Hrtenth Sxc- 
\vji lam in Lhe rmd:*t of the 
country’s wnra crisis since the 
76-ycar-oitl Icaiif came to 
power. 

His jqrcenier.i (o remain a! the 
helm came a.s Indonesia faced 
spiralling ini' alii m. gp.T.ving 
unerrspl. n men: and I’thcr senous 
economic rrr*b!ems caused h\ 
Lhe rapid decline of the rupiah 
currency. 

Gninc Lhe pid (y loaders of 
the file facQiTs in the pi'Iicx- 
makrr:^: People s Corrselurive 
Asscmhis -.v E>i nw! separaielv 
•*uh him a: his residence. Mr. 
Suharto expressed rcserralii’ns 
ahouf Lhe LMF baikmJ fra 
Indonesia. 

( ne head of (he ruline Golkar 
ports quoted Mr. Suharto sav- 
ine the S43 biliion Irferrtahonal 
Monetar Fund ei:»ha] aid pack- 
age was not saiLink: for the 
counir. because it was not in 


line with lhe constitution. 

"With the siqiport of all our 
socitvpoliiieal staTigth and all of 
the nation, God willing; we will 
solve the problems.” Ginanjar 
Kartasasmita said after meeting 
with (he president. 

Friday, the IMF said it was 
delaying a second tranche of S3 
billion for Indonesia because 
Jakanj hod ijoi complied with 
tlw lund's reform measures. 

Three sute^sanctioned polid- 
eaJ parties, the ;inned forces and 
the ^ regional representatives 
(nuking up (he consultative 
assemN). (ne nation’s highest 
leeislathe body, all endotsed the 
nrappoimmeiu of Mr, Suhano. 


The miluaiy led the consulta- 
tions by the factions which, in 
alphabetical order, asked Mr. 
Suhano to accept their nomina- 
tions. 

The president struck a similar 
tone with faction leaders of the 
Indonesian Democratic Partv. 
the United Development Ptiny 
and regional representatives. 

He said that if it was the wish 
of the people that someone his 
age lead the country, he would 
do so with a "fighting spirit” 

Mr. Suharto look power in 
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Criticism of Mn Suharto AM,. 


leadeiship riming (heeaSSfl*^,. ! 

crisis has been^ voiced onatid “-ih | 

baas in die week leading 1 » 


occnvoKXUvn* 1 '—^ *■ a,. 

baas in die week leading (? 
the selection day, wiifa snjdfl, : 4 et 
protests mounting on 

across the country. . a, .*■ 

Students held genesis fof sr ;S^ 3 itiin L . 1 j ' ! ' 
straight days; to demand , ['■ 

Asia’s longest serving / v 

step aside folkwdng 1 ^Jl. '' 
branded a poor handling “ ® ^ K 

crisis parked by the steep K» r L .. 1 


do so wth a "fighting spun” *e rupiah against the dollar ^n. lf , 

. ^ *«* WV in July. ^ : S>’^ 

^ ° f 3 failed “‘V ' Megawati Sukamopum. ^ i* 5 |. 

anempt blamed on the now- mer head of the fa***® 3 ‘ lM - 

Indonesut Communist Democratic Party, and Afl «* -A ^ 

^SSn haS ^ unopposed “ Rnis, leaderof fee country’s -«■ , 

cx-ery elecoon held sin«» i oaq -.j i -wrama-'ti,. Ci .Ui. 




^ president humblv asked wetoSdSSlS” ^ leader of the ooun^^^;' » 

if (his was the people’s’ asriia- TTv- ^ lffl S est Muslim Mi, 

lions and said he was prepared to member asscmhK? ^ *^15" ° 0n ’ nominated S w 

•he .Antara news agency quoted conclude the fix* Pudency. . 

miliary delegation chief Wv vJSnesdav^ e -y«riy asem- The Indonesian 

Lieutenant General Yunus will h<> prcsidera tent however does not \ 

Yosliah as saying after meeting officc^uc^^LT^? J° 001 nonriiiaisd^ 


preadency. ^SaT 

Tbe Indonesian dectk® ^ 
tem however does nc« aD^® :, v \ ^ 


candidates not 


five assembly factions® 0 ® : X V; 
nffir* kV niT : . 
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pressure 
lt 0| sought for 
^ women’s 
■ rights in 
>; - Afghanistan 
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'aghast “me pro^Moscow 
co mmunis t regime. 

The Thleban, emerging 
from religious schools in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, 
intervened amid widespread 
bloodshed. 

Vowing to end lawlessness 
and anarchy, they imposed 
extreme Islamic punish- 
ments. Chopping off hands 
for theft, stoning for adnltay 
and hanging men for treach- 
ery, they say seajrny is much 
improved in the area under 
thrir control- 

Parana Ishaq Gilani, 
President of Afghan Women 
Council, said Islam allows 
Muslim women to get educa- 
tion and engage in hon- 
ourable jobs for tbeir sur- 
vival 

Millions of Afghan women 
who have lost tbeir husbands, 
fathers or sots in the 18-year 
wan are facing serious social 
and economic problems, she 
said. 

The Afghan women are not 
demanding any extra bene- 
fits, but only “the rights 
enshrined in the sacred reli- 
gion of Islam," Ms. Gilani 
said. 

Calling on Af ghan women 
to initiate a joint struggle for’ 
their rights, she also urged the 
United Nations and Western 
countries to urgently use their 
influence in resolving the 
Afghan conflict 
Taleban Deputy 

Informatio n Minister Abdul 
Rahman ~ Hotaki Saturday 
said the restrictions would 
stay riftspita - international 

pressure. •“ 

“This is the country that has 
beat devastated and women’s 
rights as determined by 
Shariat (Islamic law) will -be 
restored as conditions anew” 
he told APP in Kabul. 

“When the war is over; 
there will be no restrictions 
cm facilities open to women, 
but at the moment those facil- 
ities do not exist,” he 
observed. 

Ml Hotaki slammed cam- 


--i t *-’ - 1 " ‘ 
Me- 

l 

dev* :^r. 


(he international women's 
day to Afghan women living 
underTaleban rule. 

“Where were the so-called 
carrqxngners when the 
Russians wtse making our 
women * - widows? Where 
were they when the opposi- 
tion were in Kabul and dis- 
honouring die women." be 
asked. 





' PESHAWAR. ; Pakistan 
(AFP) — Afghan groups 
waging a campaign for 
women's rights have urged 
aid-giving countries to 
increase pressure and combat 
‘ what they call the worst kind 
. of discrimination against 
women in Afghanistan. 

The call by the heads of 
women's groups based in the 
Pakistani city of Peshawar, 
close to the Afghan border, 
came in a message on the eve 
of International Women's 
Day being observed Sunday. 

“Discrimmatian against 
women has become a com- 
mon problem in the present 
day world. But the way the 
Afghan women are experi- 
encing it is unparalleled and 
unprecedented,” said Jameela 
Habib, a. leader of the 
Revolutionary Association 
for Women of Afghanistan. 

Under (he Taleban Islamic 
militia's regime, women in 
Afghanistan are being denied 
education, jobs and any role 
in politics, she told reporters 
Sarurday. “They are not even 
allowed free movement out- 
side their homes.” 

Successive Afghan govern- 
ments have deprived the 
women of their fundamental 
human rights, . she said, 
adding: ““Withdrawal of for- 
eign assistance to various 
warring groups is die only 
solution to foe Afghan prob- 
lem.” 

The Taleban Islamic rnffith 
ousted foe government of for- 
mer president Burhanuddin 
Rabbani 18 months ago and 
now hold two-thirds of foe 
. country which has been rav- 
aged by‘l8‘ytaa!qt iunadB'J] 


Chinese police wrestle with a couple while others try to prevent photos of the scuffle 
from being taken (Reuters photo) 

Greens take hardline positions 
but still seek to govern with left 


MAGDEBURG, 

Germany (AFP) — Did 
the Greens commit polit- 
ical suicide by calling 
this weekend for dracon- 
ian gas taxes and no 
German peacekeeping in 
Bosnia, or did they sim- 
ply assert the idealistic 
roots that have made 
them Germany's third 
party? 

It was too soon to tell as 
the Greens environmen- 
talists remain the best 
mathematical hope for 
the main opposition 
party, the Social 
Democrats (SPD), to win 
a majority for the left in 
national elections Sept. 
27. 

Polls suggest that the 
SPD alone cannot win a 
majority to unseat con- 
servative Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl’s 16-year- 
old administration. The 
SPD and Greens would 

have' 1 -- 

enough stats to govern. 
‘Tire ptobfemis that the 1 
Greens confounded pre- 
dictions at a party con- 
gress in the eastern city 
of Magdeburg that they 
would move towards the 
mainstream in a bid to 
join a future leftist gov- 
ernment. 

The Greens rejected the 
idea of German participa- 
tion in the NATO-led 
peacekeeping force in 
Bosnia, and called for 
tripling the price of gaso- 
line through taxes to fight 
pollution and offset 
social benefit costs on 
salaries. 

This could upset the 
SPD-Greens equation 
and give a gleam of light 
to Mr. Kohl, who is bat- 


tling with an image prob- 
lem as unemployment in 
Germany is at record 
post-war levels of almost 
five million. 

An opinion poll pub- 
lished by the Forsa 
Institute Saturday 

showed that 5$ per cent 
of Germans thought the 
Greens, whose roots lie 
in the student protests of 
the 1960s, are not ready 
for national power, even 
though they share power 
in five of Germany’s 16 
states. 

Greens leader Joschka 
Fischer, who has been 
mentioned as a possible 
foreign minister, said 
after the vote on the U.N. 
force in Bosnia that the 
decision “creates unnec- 
essary difficulties for us 
in foreign policy.” 

Greens leaders had 
stressed ahead of this 
weekend's party congress 

Oi&i the party would not: 

challenge the basic lines 
and traditions of Gdrman 
foreign policy. 

The Greens, whose offi- 
cial name is 
Alliance90/Greens, to 
honour tbeir merging 
with former East German 
human rights activists, 
rejected by one vote a 
compromise that would 
have backed peacekeep- 
ing but not peace-enforc- 
ing by German troops. 

The vote by 275-274 
with 14 abstentions 
means that Greens 
deputies who follow the 
party line would vote 
against a renewal of 
German participation in 
NATO peacekeeping in 
Bosnia when the U.N. 
mandate for this is 


renewed in July. 

Meanwhile, foe gas tax 
hike idea was greeted 
with near-howls of deri- 
sion across foe political 
spectrum. Even putative 
ally Gerhard Schroeder. 
foe SPD’s candidate for 
chancellor. promptly 
quashed foe idea, saying: 
“Nonsense, you can’t do 
it with us”. 

He said later in a televi- 
sion interview: “We have 
no interest in putting foe 
German automobile 

industry on foe defen- 
sive.” 

The decision to hike 
gasoline taxes would put 
up foe cost of gasoline to 
five marks a litre ($10 a 
gallon) within a decade if 
implemented. A litre of 
gasoline currently costs 
about 1.7 marks ($1) in 
Germany, already expen- 
sive when compared with 
the United States. * 

The party said foe mea- 
sure would create ‘funds 
to reduce social contribu- 
tions on salaries by six 
per cent, and thus make 
work cheaper and stimu- 
late more jobs in 
Germany. 

But Greens member of 
parliament Christine 
Scheel warned Saturday 
that such a radical mea- 
sure could be used “by 
political adversaries to 
kill us.” 

The congress also 
remained radical in call- 
ing for NATO to be dis- 
solved and replaced by a 
European security 

arrangement, and for foe 
German army to be 
halved in size. 


Nuclear waste reprocessed in France 
puts Japanese premier under fire 


TOKYO (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Ryu taro 

Hashimoto has come 
under fire over his 
nuclear policy as a cargo 
of atomic waste 
reprocessed in France 
was to return to Japan 
Tuesday. 

Aomori governor Mono 
Kimura is on his way to 
Tokyo Sunday from his 
prefecture, where a 
British-flagged ship car- 
rying foe nuclear cargo is 
scheduled to dock, to 
demand a meeting with 
Mr. Hashimoto on 
Japan's nuclear safety 
policy. 

The freighter Pacific 
Swan, which set out from 
foe northern French port 
of Cherbourg on Jan. 21, 
was scheduled to sail into 
Mutsu Ogawara port on 
March 10 with about 30 
tonnes of high-level 
nuclear waste. 

But in a news confer- 
ence in Aomori Saturday, 
Mr. Kimura has threat- 
ened to stop the freighter 
from berthing if Mr. 
Hashimoto refuses to 
meet him. 

He said Mr. Hashimoto 
should explain his policy 
on nuclear safety as well 
as economic aid in the 
form of reduced electrici- 
ty charges in his prefec- 


ture on foe northern tip of 
Japan’s main island of 
Honshu. 

“The prime minister 
should demonstrate his 
sincere attitude as foe top 
administrator of nuclear 
policy,” Mr. Kimura said. 

“If there will be no 
chance for me to meet the 
prime minister, we will 
have to make a serious 
decision on this matter.” 

Mr. Kimura said Mr. 
Hashimoto's aides had 
repeatedly declined such 
a meeting since last 
month. They cited foe 
premier’s tight schedule 
at the height of parlia- 
ment debate on ways to 
bail Japan’s economy out 
of its doldrums widely 
blamed on an increase in 
foe consumption tax and 
an end to income tax cuts. 

The governor also 
demanded the prime min- 
ister to set up a task force 
to ensure safety at nuclear 
facilities in his prefecture 
and clarify his policy on 
nuclear waste storage. 

The nuclear waste is a 
product of reprocessing 
of spent nuclear fuel that 
four of Japan's electric 
power companies sent to 
France because Japan 
does not have facilities to 
reprocess spent fuel. 

The 50,000-tonne ship. 


owned by foe British 
company PNTL, is carry- 
ing three enormous con- 
tainers {jacked with 
blocks of vitrified waste. 

The containers were 
loaded onto foe vessel in 
France amid protests 
from environmental 
activists, after being 
brought by train from foe 
COGEMA (Compagnie 
G6n6rale des Matiferes 
Nucl6aires) reprocessing 
plant. 

The Pacific Swan is 
equipped with a double 
hull and two engine sys- 
tems and is being moni- 
tored by satellite during 
its voyage, according to 
COGEMA. The shipment 
is foe third of its kind to 
Japan under a processing 
agreement signed 

between COGEMA and 
10 Japanese electricity 
generating companies. 

The first operation 
involved 28 containers 
between Feb. 23 and 
April 25. 1995, and foe 
second involved 40 con- 
tainers between Jan. 13 
and March 18 last year. 

A cargo ship carrying 
high-level radioactive 
waste arrived in Mutsu 
Ogawara in the village of 
Rokkasho in March last 
year amid protests by 
some 400 demonstrators. 


China police halt 
parliament protest by jobless 


BEIJING (R) — Chinese 
police detained a couple 
Sunday as they tried to get 
into foe heavily-guarded 
Great Hall of foe people to 
protest to parliament over 
losing their jobs at a state- 
run firm. 

The couple bad eluded 
tight security on all 
approaches to foe Great 
Hall in central Beijing, 
where the parliament is 
holding its annual meet- 
ing. The couple had min- 
utes earlier unfurled a 
protest banner in foe adja- 
cent Tiananmen Square, a 
photographer for a foreign 
news agency said. 

The banner urged parlia- 
ment to investigate the 
management of a state-run 
oil firm in foe industrial 
city of Hebei. The couple 
told foe photographer that 
they had worked for foe oil 
firm until they lost their 
jobs earlier this year. 

The middle-aged couple 


managed to get within 50 
metres of foe Great Hall 
before being quickly hus- 
tled into a van by 10 
police officers and taken 
away. Police also chased 
away foe photographer. 

The couple had folded 
up their protest banner and 
tried to take it into parlia- 
ment, foe photographer 
said. 

During the annual, two- 
week session parliament is 
expected to endorse a bold 
plan to overhaul ailing 
state firms and streamline 
government industries. 

Labour Minister Li 
Boyong warned last 
month that as many as 10 
million people could lose 
their jobs this year as a 
result of reforms to state 
enterprises. 

The brief scuffle was at 
least foe third such mini- 
protest at Tiananmen 
Square — a traditional ral- 
lying place for protesters 


airing grievances against 
the government — since 
parliament convened 
Thursday. 

Police Saturday wrestled 
a woman to foe ground 
and detained her along 
with a male companion 
after she tried to present 
what was believed to be a 
petition. 

Friday, police hustled 
away a man who tried to 
unfurl a banner near foe 
square. 

Security police have sat- 
urated the vast concrete 
plaza, the site of student- 
led demonstrations for 
democracy in 1989 that 
were crushed by foe army 
with heavy loss of life. 

Beijing authorities are 
determined to head off any 
protests that could mar a 
carefully choreographed 
display of national unity 
during the congress, 
which has brought togeth- 
er almost 3.000 delegates 


from ail over China. 

Police have been posted 
every 50 metres on all 
major roads approaching 
Tiananmen Square and 
Beijing neighbourhoods 
where Muslim ethnic 
minority uighurs live have 
seen their uighur popula- 
tion matched one-to-one 
by patrolmen. 

Some turkic-speaking 
uighurs have agitated for 
an independent state in the 
northwestern region 
Xinjiang. 

Sources said provincial 
authorities have been 
ordered to stop petitioners 
•from coming to Beijing 
during foe parliamentary 
session and to settle any 
dispute over wages or pen- 
sions. 

Since last year, dozens 
of mostly peaceful demon- 
strations in China's indus- 
trial cities have erupted 
over unpaid wages and 
pensions. 


9 killed in end to Philippine hostage drama 


DAVAO, Philippines (AFP) 
— A police raid Sunday to 
free five women hostages a 
southern Philippine jail 
ended with eight hostage 
takers and one of the cap- 
tives dead, a presidential 
official said. 

The other four hostages 
were taken to hospital fol- 
lowing foe raid on Davao 
Penal Colony at 2:30 p.ro. 
(0630 GMT), according to 
Davao radio station 
DXDC. 

Jesus Dureza, an aide of 
President Fidel Ramos, 
who was sent to negotiate 
with foe prisoners, con- 
firmed foe number of fatal- 
ities and wounded when 
reached by phone but said 

Afghan 
avalanche 
kills 70 
people 
north of 
Kabul 

KABUL (R) — An 

avalanche hit a snow-cov- 
ered village in foe Salang 
area north of foe Afghan 
capital Kabul Saturday, 
killing at least 70 people, 
an official said Sunday. 

Local rescue workers 
have so far retrieved 70 
bodies from foe area at foe 
foot of foe Hindukush 
Mountains some 120 km 
from Kabul, engineer 
Baryalai, spokesman for 
an opposition alliance 
controlling foe area said. 

“Some people are miss- 
ing and because of foe 
(difficult) terrain, it is 
hard to send assistance to 
foe people and find out foe 
exact death toll and foe 
extent of foe destruction,” 
he said by telephone. 

He said foe area was 
covered by heavy snow. 

The opposition-con- 
trolled Salang area is 
blocked from the south by 
foe rival Taleban Islamic 
militia and from the north 
by snow that makes send- 
ing relief to survivors 
almost impossible, he 
said. 

There is no major aid 
agency functioning in foe 
Salang area apart from a 
local clinic which has no 
power supply and medical 
equipment, Mr. Baryalai 
said. , 

Early last month a 
severe earthquake killed 
more than 4.000 people in 
foe opposition-held north- 
ern province of Takhar 
and late last month, flash 
floods killed at least 30 
people and damaged vast 
areas of land in the 
Taleban-ruled southwest 


he had “no further com- 
ment” 

Officials refused to give 
details on how badly 
wounded the four surviving 
women are. 

The hostage drama start- 
ed at Davao Penal Colony 
last Thursday after foe 
eight seven of which are 
thought to be former 
Muslim rebels, escaped 
their cells to take the five 
civilian workers hostage. 

Police General Jose 
Lalisan told foe radio sta- 
tion foe assault was ordered 
after a grenade held by foe 
hostage takers went off. 

“They set off a grenade so 
there was nothing we could 
do” but order the raid. Gen. 


Lalisan said. 

“We deemed it right to 
assault them and rescue the 
victims” he added, also 
without giving details on 
the condition of the 
women. 

An Islamic lawyer repre- 
senting foe insurgent Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) Lanang Ali, who 
was to negotiate in foe 
hostage drama, said he was 
"surprised” by foe out- 
come. 

The lawyer arrived 
Sunday around 10:00 am 
(0200 GMT) to meet foe 
prisoners and negotiate a 
peaceful end to foe four- 
day standoff. 

Officials said that talks 


seemed to hinge on the 
prisoners' demand to be 
transferred to a prison in 
foe MILF Camp Abubakar. 

The prisoners were stand- 
ing firm on this demand in 
spite of indications from 
foe government and MILF 
leaders that it would not be 
possible, officials said. 

Reports coming out of foe 
prison Saturday indicated 
that foe five women suf- 
fered no mistreatment by 
the hostage-takers. 

However. they did 
express concern that the 
police might launch an 
assault, prompting foe 
hostage-takers to pull the 
pin on five grenades they 
obtained. 
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France’s top judge called 
in over warship scandal 


PARIS (AFP) — The 
head of France's highest 
court, Roland Dumas, 
has been ordered to see 
two investigating judges 
later this month over a 
ballooning scandal that 
has rocked some of the 
country's most powerful 
interests, Le Monde 
newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

According to foe paper, 
Mr. Dumas himself con- 
firmed he had received 
foe order to see foe 
judges in their chambers 
in foe Palais de Justice on 
March 18. 

Although foe document 
simply said he was going 
to be “notified of foe alle- 
gations against him,” Le 
Monde said it implied 
Mr. Dumas — a former 
foreign minister who is 
now president of France's 
Constitutional Court — 
was to be charged. 

The charges, it said, 
would likely have to do 
with receiving or helping 
to obtain fraudulently- 
acquired company prop- 
erty. 

Another newspaper, Le 
Journal du Dimanche, 
said Mr. Dumas' lawyers 
had written to foe public 
prosecutor's office and to 
President Jacques Chirac 


to demand that foe case 
be heard in the special 
Court of Justice of the 
republic. 

Normal courts, they 
said, did not have 
jurisprudence over foe 
affair as it allegedly 
occurred between 1990- 
1993 when Mr. Dumas, 
now 75. was foreign min- 
ister. 

The allegations stem 
from the $2.5-billion sale 
of six French frigates to 
Taiwan in 1991. 

Initially vetoed by the 
French government after 
opposition from China, 
foe deal eventually went 
ahead. 

Investigations since 
have focused on foe role 
played by foe formerly 
state-run oil conglomer- 
ate Elf in allegedly lob- 
bying the French foreign 
ministry on behalf of foe 
warships’ maker, 

Thomson-CSF. 

A close friend of Mr. 
Dumas', Christine 

Deviers-Joncour, 51, was 
reportedly hired by Elf to 
persuade the then-minis- 
ter to give the frigate deal 
the green light. 

The French newspaper 
Liberation, citing court 
records, said Friday that 
Ms. Deviers-Joncour 


received around 250,000 
francs ($41,670) a month 
in salary and reimbursed 
expenses to help her task. 

She was also promised 
a cut of a 150-million- 
franc ($25-miIlion) 
“commission” if foe sale 
went ahead. worth 

around 59 million francs 
($9.8 million). 

Ms. Deviers-Joncour, 
who bought a sprawling 
luxury apartment in Paris 
with money that she 
reportedly said came 
from her share of foe 
“commission,” is current- 
ly behind bars and refus- 
es to speak further. 

One of foe more con- 
crete pieces of evidence 
Liberation said has come 
to light was a credit card 
transaction by Ms. 
Deviers-Joncour for a 
pair of handmade leather 
shoes worth 1 1 ,000 
francs ($1,830) tailored 
for Mr. Dumas. 

If it is believed foe shoe 
purchase influenced his 
’decisions during his time 
as foreign minister, Mr. 
Dumas would be forced 
to resign from his current 
judicial post. 


U.N. rights chief urges firm 
action on women’s rights 


GENEVA (AFP) — U.N. 
human rights chief Mary 
Robinson Sunday urged 
firm action to improve 
the rights of women, who 
make up foe majority of 
foe 1.3 billion people liv- 
ing in poverty and most 
of foe world’s refugees. 

In a statement issued to 
mark International 

Women’s Day Sunday, 
Ms. Robinson said 
human rights conventions 
were not enough to guar- 
antee women's rights. 

“It is past time to move 
from fine words to firm 


action by international 
organisations, national 
and local governments 
and civil society to 
ensure that foe rights of 
women everywhere are 
fully honoured.” 

The U.N. High 
Commissioner for 
Human Rights called 
attention to foe fact that 
women made up 70 per 
cent of foe world’s poor, 
millions of girls were still 
subject to genital mutila- 
tion and women in every 
country were “regular 
victims of domestic vio- 


lence” 

Ms. Robinson said foe 
best hopes for realising 
the human rights of 
women lay in foe efforts 
of women themselves. 

“We must avoid view- 
ing women merely as vic- 
tims of violations and 
conflict. Women are also 
foe true peacemakers and 
the peace builders — at 
the negotiating table and 
in war-tom communities 
everywhere." 
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Decisive action needed 

UNLESS CHECKED and contained sooner, the 
conflict over Kosovo threatens to spread into 
neighbouring Balkan regions. In many ways, 
what has happened over the past few days in 
that province resembles the early stages of the 
Bosnian crisis, in which ethnic deansing, mass 
murder and deportation led to the wider con- 
flict that necessitated outside military interven- 
tion. Many capitals, including Washington, 
London, Moscow, Ankara and Athens, have 
already expressed concern about the recent 
developments. Jordan has also added its voice 
expressing shock at the massacres that were 
committed lately against ethnic Albanians in 
Kosovo at the hands of Serbian police and army. 

The cause of the crisis is attributed to the fact 
that about 90 per cent of the population of 
Kosovo are ethnic Albanians but the province is 
ruled from Belgrade. The majority of the people 
of Kosovo yearn for at least autonomy but many 
seek independence from Serb control. The nat- 
ural thing is for those people to decide their fate 
and exercise their right to self-determination in 
a peaceful manner. The unnatural thing is for 
Belgrade to deny them that right The Kosovo 
Liberation Army struggle for independence 
prompted Belgrade to respond in a harsher 
manner. 

What is needed now is a return to the negoti- 
ating table in order to avoid the kind of blood- 
shed that the Bosnians bad to^endure for jnany 
years before they attained a semblance of inde- 
pendence and a state of their own. Belgrade 
should understand that unless it accepts to 
accord the people of Kosovo their right to seif- 
determination. its policies will ultimately lead to 
military intervention. 

The international community, meanwhile, 
should get its act together and forge a common 
stand. If the I’.N. Security Council convenes, as 
Germany recently proposed, an opportunity 
would be afforded for the council to pronounce 
itself on the question. 

Top priority must, however, be given now to 
ending the killing of innocent people and their 
displacement The U.N. needs to articulate the 
political and legal framework for a settlement to 
the problem on the basis of international legiti- 
macy. Above all. the concerned parties should 
not leave the crisis develop into a quagmire. 
Now is the time to seize the conflict by the horns 
before it intensifies any further and spreads to 
other regions. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A I RaTs Tj req Mavtnvch accused Israel of game 
playing by offering to withdraw its forces from Lebanon 
v.v.-ivT certain conditions while tn fact it does not want to 
tnd it- •s.vupaiinn »>f southern Lebanese territory. When 
I ■ -cunied -I'uihem Lebanon it did not need any 
negotiation-, with the Lebanese, and now if it wants to 
■••.tihdrav. :m nrtc stands in its way. but with no negotia- 
'■■■ •!!■> and no conditions as stipulated by L'.N. Security 
C‘».:nci; P.esoluimn -25. said Masarweh. He said Israel 
wants to ■ 'pen negotiations v.ith Lebanon but does not 
'■'■ant !■.» withdraw from Lebane>e territory, and it has 
rr.cJe i; a condition that the resistance be removed fre»m 
c!i of Lebanon before negotiations con Man. According 
Mas.iT. - . eh. Israel wants to isolate Syria by opening 
negotiations with Lebanon and pit the Lebanese in dis- 
pu:c- against the Syrians v.ith the purpose of weakening 
both parties. The Lebanese tire intelligent and are not 
_'p. irvj the I-r.:eiis a chance to manoeuvre in this respect 
because (hey know that the I.-rcelt- had opened negotia- 
tion. v, itli the Palestinians and the Jordanians and did not 
them b/ick anythin" and continues to occupy 
Pale-iinian land., according to the writer. He said the 
I -reel is ■■■■ho never allowed the Europeans to interfere in 
the peace process are now seeking in vain Europe's 
mediation jo pressure Lebanon into accepting Israel's 
conditional offer but will not or -ttcceed. 

A! RaTs Muncs Razz.!/ said Saddam Hussein lacks 
any sentiment towards democracy or political pluralism 
and yet he captures the support of the Arab masses, e'en 
ihuse in the Gulf states. This is not because the Arab 
masses adore President Saddam but simply because they 
!;j:e America, he noted. Hunger can be of two kinds: 
Hunger for food and hunger for seif respect and dignity, 
and both kinds of hunger exist in many pans of the Arab 
World. Raz/a z 'aid. He said the Arab masses support the 
Iraqi leadership because it is perhaps the only leadership 
if. the Arab World that has angered America and contin- 
ues to pro' oke Washington and show disregard for its 
aiTOS.uice and openly challenges the U.S. leadership 
which harbours hatred and malice towards the Arab peo- 
ple at large. The writer said many Arabs are hungry for 
food and most of them are hungry for national dignity 
and that is (he reason they rally behind President Saddam 
cad oppose Washington's double standard policies. 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Privatisation debate lives 


AGAIN JORDAN temporarily halts 
the privatisation drive to answer the 
questions of the unbelievers and 
address their fears. The debate that 
ensued last week is indicative of 
those fears and the need to allay 
them. However, the privatisation 
effort must go forward, even while 
the debate lingers. Why? Because 
privatisation is an inevitable 
improvement that must be accom- 
plished. The world is not going to 
wait until everyone is convinced of 
the merits of moving out of the way 
of the private sector. 

For starters, the whole world is 
privatising — particularly the Arab 
World and the oil-rich Gulf coun- 
tries. Some countries like Saudi 
Arabia which is launching a privati- 
sation programme of its telecom- 
munications sector even before it 
has created a telecommunications 
law or a regulator (two vital ingre- 
dients for the success of the 
process), are very aggressive. The 
countries of the MENA region are 
fully cognizant of the cost of wait- 
ing: lower demand for what they 
have to sell and. as a result, 
decreased bargaining power as the 
market woos the buyer, not the sell- 
er — becomes a buyer's market. 
The countries of Central and East 
Central Europe are privatising 
whole economies that used to be 
socialist to the core. More and 
more, privatisation will offer fewer 
returns as the market becomes satu- 
rated with blue chip companies that 
are competing not for the highest 
bidder but for any bidder. Jordan, 
with the relatively small size of its 


offering chances losing significant 
returns in the waiting game. 

In addition, most of the fears that 
have been raised about privatisation 
are groundless, and the very reason 
for privatisation may be missed 
completely. Privatisation is about 
opening markets where investment 
is usually prohibited to investors. 
In other words, a sector that is usu- 
ally controlled by the public sector 
is also investment-starved. This fact 
applies to ail Jordanian sectors 
where there is a heavy involvement 
of the government. Why? For two 
reasons: First, for the monopoly 
service provider to survive in the 
long-run the market must be pro- 
tected; second, investors shy away 
from markets where their competi- 
tor is also the regulator — no level 
playing field. Therefore, privatisa- 
tion especially of profitable compa- 
nies and attractive sectors brings 
greater investment, which in turn 
creates more competition, and with 
competition prices are lowered. It 
should be underscored that privati- 
sation brings about a market solu- 
tion to unemployment and lowers 
poverty as prices of goods and ser- 
vices fail. This is already an empir- 
ical fact. The telecommunications 
market in Jordan has seen invest- 
ment in cellular telephony, paging 
and public-telephony which have 
tended to create not only jobs, but 
also high-paying jobs at that. 

In addition, we must not privatise 
by selling stocks simply to the 
Jordanian private sector. We would 
risk creating many inefficiencies 
such as the transfer from a public 


monopoly to a private monopoly 
(that is why passing antitrust legis- 
lation now could not have been 
more timely) and thus achieve no 
economic gains. Also, the domestic 
stock market may be unable to 
absorb these stocks which would 
lead to depressing the price of the 
stock being offered and depress the 
market as a whole. (This can be 
countered by offering the privatised 
stock in small increments, which 
arguably lessens the distortion). 
Additionally, unless the transfer 
process is competitive and transpar- 
ent the level of corruption may 
increase and rent-seeking behav- 
iour — such as revenue generation 
through “wasta" (the use of influ- 
ence of relatives and friends to gar- 
ner contracts and economic rent) 
may prevail. Most significantly, 
going with a strategic partner 
option allows the country to import 
technology and know-how at a low 
cost. This is particularly important 
in the case of telecommunications 
where the public switched telecom- 
munications network provider 
needs immediate injections of 
state-of-the-art technology and 
needs it now. 

Therefore, it is best to continue to 
discuss privatisation while the work 
continues at a fast pace. And we 
must always remember the words 
of Winston Churchill in November 
1942 after the Battle of El- 
Alamain. “this is not the end. It is 
not even the beginning of the end. 
But it is, perhaps, the end of the 
beginning." 


Why China lost and Europe won 


By G wynne Dyer 

WHY DOESN'T China 
dominate the world? It is the 
oldest major culture still in 
existence, and ir has always 
been rhe biggest. Until the 
1 5th century, it usually led 
the world in technological 
advances, in literacy, and in 

its ability to provide a sta- 
ble. peaceful environment 
for its people. It was the 
world's richest and most 
powerful country. 

So why didn’t the scientif- 
ic revolution start in China? 
Why was it the quarrel- 
some. Johnny-come- lately 
Europeans who took the 
technological lead, settled 
the Americas and 
Australasia, conquered the 
rest of the world, and then 
had the industrial revolu- 
tion? Why. e'en today, does 
China lag behind its Asian 
neighbours. Japan and 
Korea, in both economic 
and political development? 

When I found myself 
chatting to the chief execu- 
tive officers of a big 
Japanese multinational and 
a big Korean one a couple 
of years ago. 1 put the last 
question to them, and the;, 
instantly ga\e the same 
response: China's problem 
is that it is too centralised. 

Three times in the pas: 
century, they pointed our. 
some Chinese provinces 
mostly on the coast, ha'e 
begun to climb the well- 
trodden path to industriali- 
sation and “modernisation" 
Every time the centre 
i whether in imperial, 
nationalist, or communist 
hands ) panicked, because 
they were becoming too dif- 
ferent from the resL Each 
time, in the end. Beijing 
cracked down and stifled 
the changes in order to “pre- 
sene national unity" 

As an explanation for 
China’s difficulty in mod- 


ernising in the past century, 
this argument holds a lot of 
water. Even today. Beijing's 
communist rulers cite the 
danger of *Iuan’ (literally, 
chaos) as a reason to fear 
and shun democracy in 
China, and the Chinese 
obsession with preserving 
national unity is so strong 

thai « still has a certain res- 
onance. Now along comes 
someone with a far more 
sweeping theory about 
China's failure to mod- 
ernise. but one that runs 
along the same lines. 

The reason that Europe 
forged ahead in the past five 
hundred years while China 
stagnated, argues Graeme 
Lang in two receni essays, 
is basically ihat China was 
united and Europe wasn't. 
Take the Ming emperor’s 
decree of 1433 banning 
ocean voyages, the most 
fateful single decision of the 
pas: thousand years. 

A: that time. China was 
the technological leader, 
ha-, ir.g been first with inno- 
vations like gunpowder, 
printing, and magnetic corn- 
passe- ; all achieved, it 
should be noted, in the peri- 
od of political disunity that 
preceded the Mins hegemo- 
r.\ 

Europe had copied these 
advances, aid from both 
Europe ar.d China the first 
ships were venturing into 
the wider world beyond. 
Both regions had great tech- 
nological superiority over 
the res: of Lie world — and 
whoever go: there first was 
going to dominate it. 

At precisely that point, the 
Chinese emperor banned 
ocean voyages. His decree 
was enforced throughout 
China with the result that 
today all of the Americas, 
and T-en Australia and New 
Zeaiaic. speak European 
languages, not Chinese. 
Lirde European countries 


like Portugal and the 
Netherlands*’ even built 
empires in Africa and the 
rest of Asia while China 
fell further and further 
behind. 

Graeme Lang's point is 
that this was not an acci- 
dent. Had some European 
monarch made the same 
decree as the Ming emperor, 
he simply could not have 
enforced it. for Europe was 
divided into dozens of big 
states and hundreds of 
smaller ones. Neither indi- 
viduals nor their ideas could 
be controlled: if you 

annoyed the ruler of the 
state you lived in. you just 
moved on to the next. 

Christopher Columbus, 
for example, pitched his 
plans for ocean exploration 
unsuccessfully to five dif- 
ferent rulers before he hit 
the jackpot with Queen 
Isabella in Spain. Johannes 
Kepler, working on ideas 
about the universe that were 
bound to upset the defend- 
ers of the status quo. just 
kept moving between the 
many German mini-states, 
from Tubingen to Graz to 
Prague to Linz to Dresden. 
Nobody could shut him up. 
and so the work got done. 

In China, by contrast, it 
was easy to shut people up 
if their ideas didn’t fit: there 
was one. omnipotent emper- 
or and literally now here else 
to go. This, says Lang, is 
why Europe began to pull 
ahead of China so rapidly 
once the basic foundations 
for scientific enquiry and 
technological advance had 
been laid. But he also makes 
another, even more pro- 
found observation. 

The basic difference 
between Europe and China. 
Lang argues, was neither 
the accidents of politics, nor 
even the underlying culture. 
After all. as he observes, 
“even if culture was a factor. 


we would be left with the 
problem of explaining why 
the cultures of these two 
regions were so different.'’ 
The real difference, he says, 
was simply geography. 
China was easy to unite, 
whereas it was impossible 
to unite Europe. 

. Look at a map. and it’s 
obvious why. China r and 
Europe are about the same' 
size, and both then and now 
they have about the same 
number of people. But 
China is a simple land-mass 
with a smooth coastline, 
long navigable rivers, no big 
mountain ranges, and no 
large offshore islands (nei- 
ther Taiwan nor Hainan are 
even as big as Ireland). 
Europe, on the other hand, 
has a deeply indented coast- 
line. big offshore islands, 
and serious mountain 
ranges. 

Nobody ever managed to 
unite Europe, though many 
tried: (he Caesars. 

Charlemagne. Napoleon, 
and most recently Hitler. 
China, on the other hand, 
was first united in 221 BC. 
and despite occasional col- 
lapses has stayed united for 
over 90 per cent of the time 
since then. China’s bad 
luck. Europe's fortune, says 
Lang: it was precisely the 
disunity of Europe that 
made it impossible for 
rulers wedded to the status 
quo to smother innovation. 

All water under the 
bridge, but at last things 
may be changing: most of 
Europe is moving towards 
unity under the European 
Union. It will be a long and 
rocky road, but once eco- 
nomic union and the single 
currency kick in next 
January 1st. the trend will 
be largely irreversible. 

Now if only China can 
contrive to be disunited.... 


Our children 
deserve better 

Tq the editor: 

REGRETTABLY JORDAN of 
has witnessed a dangerous phe- 
nomenon in (he high numbers of 
crimes com mitred again.-: our 
beloved children. What is indeed 
excruciating in these arh.'.rrer,; 
crimes is not only their heinous- 
ness, but also the absurd, ever, 
psychotic, motives behind them. 

Despite (he related symposium-., 
workshops, seminars and rouitun: 
calls from ail levels to curb, bet- 
ter yet. halt, the growing rates of 
child abuse in the country, the 
problem still goes unresolved 
it not for our offspring that 
make great sacrifices, endure 
sufler all life’s hardships? 


Is 


jna 


I was incredibly shocked to 
learn that a mother dares to so 
severely hurt her son. to mutiiate 
his body because she is on bad 
terms with her husband and he 
'the child' is the father's 
favourite. Are we degenerating to 
that extent of inhumanity? This is 
utter absurdity. 

it bodes ill for the future if wc 
have made our sons the scape- 
goats of our evil thoughts agams: 

As far as 1 remember, in the last 
year we heard about a father, who 
dees not deserve to be called a 
father that killed his two small 
children by poisoning them with 
pills because he doubted that they 
were truly his children and 


because they were more attached 
to their mother than to him. I 
stood motionless when my own 
son rushed up to me asking spon- 
taneously: “Dad are you going to 
pour kerosene on my body like 
that father did to his son the* other 
day?" 

What are the answers we should 
give, as parents, to our kids, to 
dispel their fears that they misht 
be killed one day? 

This tragedy should be stopped 
with urgent, decisive solutions 
applied soon. Ir goes without sav- 
ing that we hold great responsibil- 
ities towards our children and if 
we are not entitled to assume the 
duties of this probity, it is better 
for us at least to stop bragging 
that we have made a better future 
for the generations to come. 

Mazes A1 Tamimi 
Amman 


Human Rights 




Road perils violate 
the right to life 

By Waleed M. Sadi 


RECENTLY THE Traffic Department came up with 
a new way to combat the rising rate of road acci- 
dents in the country. This new initiative was 
revealed a few weeks ago by the Director of the 
Traffic Department against the backdrop of 
increasing numbers of fatalities and injuries from 
accidents in our streets and highways. The 
appalling figures show that 39,000 accidents 
occurred in 1997 — that’s an average of more than 
100 per day. Even more tragic is that 577 people 
lost their lives on our roads and more than 16,000 
sustained injuries. 

The right to life is a person’s most precious right. 
What better way to preserve life than to protect 
people from natural and man-made disasters 
including of course dangerous driving conditions, 
which take heavy toll on life everywhere in the 
world. 

The new formula for curbing the rising carnage 
on our streets is the so-called “points system," 
which assigns a certain number of points for every 
traffic violation committed by a driver depending 
on its severity. As the points add up, driver's face 
fines, penalties and licence suspensions and could 
even have their licences revoked. There is no prob- 
lem with trying this new method to reverse the 
trend of traffic accidents, especially when such 
systems have proven successful elsewhere in the 
world. Yet one’s only concern in this vein is that 
the old traditional ways of dealing with traffic 
issues have failed not because they are lacking but 
because they were not applied properly and ratio- 
nally. 

There is no sense in trying new ideas to stem road 
accidents if these methods are going only to be 
applied in the same manner as their predecessors. 
There is always room for innovation but not for the 
sake of innovation. When a system proves its short- 
comings after having been religiously applied then 
we may experiment with a new approach. 

It seems that the priorities of onr traffic officials 
are lopsided. Our authorities appear to target 
speeding and illegal parking at the expense of other 
serious driving violations such as not stopping at 
stop signs, failing to use turn signals when turning 
or changing lanes, and cutting off drivers who have 
the right of way at intersections. We have yet to 
see one driver stopped or apprehended for ignoring 
a stop sign, for zig-zagging through lanes, or for 
turning left from the furthermost right lane (or 
vice-versa). Of course how can drivers be expected 
to 'respect 'Tapes “when" there are 'so' Tew "clearly 
delineated lanes. Wasfi Tell .Street Jfo/^erly 
Gardens) in "Amman is literally 1 a “hit' or'idSis” 
experience. Road engineers need to wake up to rhe 
fact that Jordan vehicle population growth rate 
requires a more organised system of lane delin- 
eation and certainly more traffic lights. We have 
many streets in Amman for example wide enough 
to cope with three or four lane traffic, but the man- 
ner in which they are divided into lanes which start, 
stop and may start up again, and the way driver’s 
take to those roads are recipes for disaster, as we 
have too often experienced. 

The Traffic Department appears to be the least 
concerned about pedestrian street crossings, espe- 
cially for children and the elderly. The department 
must be challenged to study and properly mark safe 
pedestrian crossing zones. Along with that, drivers 
must be held responsible for violating pedestrian 
crossing zone rules. 

And while we are speaking of children’s rights to 
safe roads and safe driving, we have a right to ask 
why there are no enforced rules about wearing seat 
belts for infants and children passengers. The reck 
lessness of driving a “pick-up” vehicle loaded with 
children and adults give cause to wonder about the 
priorities of the Traffic Department. 

The public would also like to be shown where 
there are adequate sidewalks for pedestrians to use 
in the country. What we see on sidewalks are 
parked cars, trees, shrubs, stones and other obsta- 
cles that render their use impossible. Why does the 
Municipality of Amman show such callous concern 
for the existence and upkeep of sidewalks? Surely 
a simple system of fines could alleviate the dismal 
conditions of our sidewalks. As long as we do not 
have real sidewalks pedestrians have no choice but 
to share streets with vehicles, something which is 
quite common in Jordan. 

Then there is the problem of black smoke emis- 
sions from vehicles. We are told that no car is 
licensed unless it is proven that it does not billow 
black smoke. If this is the case, why is it that our 
streets and highways are still littered with cars 
spewing black smoke from their exhaust pipes 
Why is not a single vehicle ever stopped for such 
violations? Come to think of it, why is there no 
national policy to phase out leaded gasoline and 
introduce unleaded fuel instead like most countries 
have already done including many states in our 
region out of concern for the health of their peoples 
and the environment. The authorities plead that 
protecting the health of the people is a bit expen- 
sive. So in the eyes of our government our health 
is dispensable. When countries such as Turkey, 
Lebanon. Israel and Egypt, to name only some of 
our immediate neighbours, decide that no price is 
too high to protect its citizens from the hazards of 
leaded fuel, we have a right to ask why our govern' 
ment does not share this sober view. Why continue 
to allow the import of new cars stripped of all safe- 
ty features including catalytic conveners for lhe 
use ot unleaded gasoline? Is it still necessary g° 
on and on citing examples of gross negligence on 
tb ^P?, n of the traffic personnel? 

hue all of us behind the wheel or walking the 
streets would still like very much to thank onr 
authorities for wanting to explore the “points sys- 
tem consecrated to a limited variety of traffic vio- 
lations. we invite them to first apply the old rules 
in a more effective and balanced manner and 
" S , l l he,r h . 0n20n on road safety. The people 
would like to invite the “experimenters- to show 
greater sensitivity to life on our streets by get^S 
more serious in the pursuit of that goal. 
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Four decades after excavations started 


— ^ 

life Tell Deir Alla still has much to say about the ancient Jordan Valley 


This is the first of two articles on the cur- 
rent excavations at Tell Deir Alla and Tell 
el-Harameh, in the central Jordan Valley. 
Today’s article looks at Tell Deir Alla, and 
next week's article will report on the dis- 
coveries at Tell el-Hammen, including the 
exciting find of an iron smelting industry. 

By Rami G. Khoori 

Special to the Jordan Times 

NEARLY FOUR decades after it was first 
excavated, one of Jordan's largest and most 
important archaeological mounds. Tell Deir 
Alia in the central Jordan Valley, is once again 
providing scholars with exciting new insights 
into society and technology in the Jordan Val- 
ley thousands of years ago. First excavated 
starting in 1960 by teams headed respectively 
by Dr. Henk Frankeo of Leiden University 
(the Netherlands.) and Dr. Moawiyah Ibrahim 
of Yarmouk University, the excavations were 
resumed in 1994 and 1996 by a Dutch-Jordan- 
ian team headed by Dr Gerrit van der Kooij 
and Dr. Zeidan Kafafi, of the same 
universities. 

The latest digs confirm that the massive tell 
still hides many ancient mysteries, and has 
plenty of information to deliver about human 
culture and technology in the Bronze and Iron 
Ages. With its permanent exhibition of exca- 
vated artifacts inside the archaeological 
research station adjacent to the huge tell, Deir 
Alia may also emerge as a modem focal point 
for visitors keen to share the excitement of the 
discovery of the past 

Tell Deir Alla (‘die mound of the high 
monastery') towers above the main road of the 
central Jordan Valley at the town of Deir Alla 
(west of the road and immediately behind the 
gas station that dominates that stretch of the 
road). The excavations since 1960 have 
revealed that a major market and cultic centre 
flourished here during the Middle Bronze, 
Late Bronze and Iron Ages (circa 1600-400 
B.C.). The site had many uses throughout his- 
tory. including a trading centre, temple and 
cultic centre, fanning village, seasonal migra- 
tion site, grain storage area, and metal-work- 
ing centre. 

The 1994-96 seasons aimed to uncover more 
of those Bronze and Iron Age towns, and also 
to explore the wider regional context by sur- 
veying the environs of the tell and doing some 
test digs at the site of Tell el-Hammeh, near 
the Zarqa River. Most of the ancient buildings 
rarely used stone but were made of mudbricks 
thar eventually collapsed and ^usually iproed 
into rubble; "therefore the”excava£rons ycrc ] 
largely based 'bn analyses '6T soil Tkyfefs aiftf' 
their associated natural sediments, human cul- 
tural materials, and plant and animal remains. 

The site covers an area of some 200 x 200 
metres and rises 30 metres above the valley 
floor. The summit of the tell is about 200 
metres below sea level. Many scholars associ- 
ate Tell Deir Alla with biblical Succoth, 
though others suggest Succoth is better asso- 
ciated with nearby Tell Akhsas. 

The last two seasons have resulted in three 
major findings at Tell Deir Alla itself: die 
identification of a distinct new cultural phase 
in the early 7th Century B.C, the discovery of 
massive, brick-lined pits of unknown origin 




A Late Bronze Age mould for making jewelry, excavated at Tell Deir Alla (Photos courtesy of Leiden University and Yarmouk University). 


and use. and the discovery of new settlement 
areas from the Late Bronze Age with associat- 
ed evidence of a possible bronze-making 
industry. 

The latest historical levels near the surface 
of the tell produced some Mamluke and Early 
Ottoman remains, fragmentary Hellenistic 
remains, and more substantial architectural 
evidence from the Persian period such as 
courtyard layers, some structures made of 
unusual square bricks, and small pits that 
seem to have held fodder. 

The latest building phase from the late Iron 
Age dated from the 7th Century B.C., and was 
represented by large walls and buildings that 
were destroyed by fire. Most structures were 
made of mudbricks placed on stone founda- 
tions. This phase of the settlement — called 
phase 7 by the archaeologists — has caused 
some excitement among scholars because it is 
;.-being' as'^i^stintL 'perhaps a new . 


from this settlement include a large basalt 
grinding bowl on three feet, numerous 
Ioomweights. and seven bread ovens. 

“It’s not clear if we have signs of a whole 
new people who appear on the scene or simply 
of some new influences entering into the set- 
tlement and the population that had existed 
there for many years,” he explained. 

From around the same late Iron Age period 
in the 8th Century B.C. the excavators uncov- 
ered another unique structure in 1996 — a 
nearly 14- metre-diameter, 5-metre-deep pit 
whose walls were made of finely made mud- 
bricks placed in a sloping position. A similar 
but smaller pit had been excavated in 1994. 
but dating from the late 7th Century B.C. The 
use of these pits is not clear yeL and there are 
no known parallels from the region. There is 
no evidence of water-laid silt or a storage 
function. 

_ Inside • th e large pi t "was an accumulation 


fibers. The settlement was destroyed sever- 
al times by earthquakes and fires during the 
8th Century B.C. 

The early Iron Age levels (c. 1100-900 
B.C.) produced more evidence of the settle- 
ment that Franken had previously exposed, 
including wail stumps, connected court- 
yards and streets, and fired clay animal fig- 
urines. 


jj.'^ulfpce ,thjar shows strong Assyrian -influence of natural material thatjhad been blown into 

. C .1.1. L 1 -'jf B!.! , T .1. . • • J ” • j 


’ from (hie hort6. It shows traditional local ele- 
ments alongside imported customs, such as 
iron daggers, the first re-use of the pottery 
wheel in this area in the Iron Age. and the first 
appearance of sand core glass bottles. 

Also conspicuous. Dr. van der Kooij said in 
a recent interview, was the appearance at that 
time of ancient pig bones. Equally important 
was the discovery of a large supply of car- 
bonized wheat and barley in some rooms, in 
wooden boxes and other containers that also 
showed remains of some chaff, carbonized 
cloth, a bronze ring, and two carbonized 
wooden spindles. Cultural artifacts recovered 


the pit in antiquity during a period estimat- 
ed at between 30 and 50 years, when the 
site had been abandoned for some reason. 
As these layers of plant-rich materials are 
isolated and studied, they will allow the 
archaeologists to recreate the year-by-year 
weather patterns of the central’ Jordan Val- 
ley about 2700 years ago. The evidence 
from the 9th and 10th Centuries B.C. later 
Iron Age periods indicates the importance 
of animal herding in the economy of the 
settlement. This is complemented by the 
remains of weaving works, including tiny 
remains of cloth with threads made of hemp 



Late Bronze Age town 

The other major period represented at Tell 
Deir Alla was the Late Bronze Age, which had 
been identified previously only on the north 
slope of the tell, including an important tem- 
ple area. The latest excavations along the 
north-west and south-west portions of the site 
revealed important new dimensions of the 
period around 1200 B.C. — domestic and 
commercial areas, strong Egyptian cultural 
influences (such as a cartouche of a pharaoh 
on the lid of a large storage jar), a partly 
unearthed temple, clay tablets with an 
unknown script, and evidence of a bronze- 
making industry. The bronze-making materi- 
als include an unused crucible and fragments 
of used ones, and pieces of unworked bronze; 
these all came from an area outside the town 
wall, to the south-west, though no evidence of 
furnaces or smelters has been found. 

Many building wails, made of both fired and 
unfired mudbricks and often double-faced up 
to 1.5 metres thickness, remained standing 
nearly one metre high. Among the cultural 
objects recovered were pottery remains, a tiny 
clay figurine head, a spindle, sickle flints, a 
basalt pestle, a mould-made pottery figurine 
of a nude female missing her head and feet, 
half of a double mould for making jewelry, 
incomplete clay tablets, and a bulla (sod.) with 
lion/sphinx and papyrus impressions on the 
back. 

The excavation of a test square at the north- 
west foot of the tell confirmed the sudden, 
frightening end of the Late Bronze Age town 
around 1 1 80 B.C. — the burned remains of a 
person that were found trapped under col- 
lapsed roof debris. 

The latest excavations indicate that the Late 
Bronze Age town was at least 200 x 150 
metres in size, but the exact relationship of the 
Late Bronze and the earlier Middle Bronze 
towns remains to be worked out after future 
excavations. 

The excavations have resumed this year. 




An unused crucible from the 13th Century B.C. bronze-making industry recently 
discovered at Teli Deir Alla. 


Netanyahu whips up new peace 
plan for Europeans — reports 


Israeli soldiers wound 
four students in Hebron 


Regent receives governor of Algiers 


■u - r 


(Continued Grom page X) 

According to reports in 
all main Israeli newspa- 
pers, Mr. Netanyahu’s 
“plan” begins with quick 
completion of negotiations 
with the Palestinians on 
the opening of a Palestin- 
ian airport and joint 
Israeli- Palestinian indus- 
trial zone in the Gaza 
Strip. 

Mr. Netanyahu was quot- 
ed as saying the two sides 
were “only a centimetre 
away" from agreement on 
both projects and that the 
Palestinians were holding 
up the talks. 

The second step would 
involve Israel carrying out 
a single troop pullback 
from an unspecified part 
of the West Bank in tan- 
dem with Palestinian com- 
pliance with signed agree- 
ments, notably concerning 
action against armed mili- 
tants. 

Agreement on these 
issues would be hammered 
out at an EU-hosted sum- 
mit between Mr. 

Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat, 
according to the 

Netanyahu scenario, the 
reports said. 

Thirdly Mr. Netanyahu 
would agree to step up 
EU-brokered multilateral 
Arab- Israeli talks on such 
issues' as economic coop- 
erations water sharing and 
refugees. ' 

And finally Israelis and 
Palestinians would launch 
so-called- ^‘final status” •" 
talks to thrash out a per- 
manent peace agreement 
covering such central 


issues as the borders and 
status of the Palestinian 
entity, the fate of Jewish 
settlements, Jerusalem and 
refugees. 

The Israeli reports said 
Mr. Netanyahu’s plan 
offered nothing new in 
substance and appeared 
above all designed to 
counter a British initiative 
outlined last week by For- 
eign Secretary Robin 
Cook. 

Mr. Cook said the initia- 
tive would involve 
demanding that Israel 
carry out “substantial, 
credible and urgent” troop 
withdrawals from the West 
' Bank and halt all building 
of Jewish settlements in 
Palestinian areas. 

Mr. Netanyahu has ruled 
out any halt in settlement 
building and offered only a 
limited and conditional 
troop withdrawal from the 
West Bank prior to a final 
status accord. 

Mr. Arafat warned in a 
speech on Saturday that 
the peace process was 
“dying" due to Mr. 
Netanyahu's refusal to 
carry out a major troop 
withdrawal and Israel’s 
reluctance to fulfil interim 
peace accords. 

These notably involve 
the opening of the Gaza 
airport and industrial zone 
as well as a planned sea- 
port and free passage cor- 
. ridors through Israel from 
the West Bank to the Gaza 
Strip. 

. The Palestinians say 
Israel has been blocking 
agreement on all four pro- 
jects by Ins is ting on exces- 


sive control over security 
at the sites. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s plan 
made no mention of either 
the harbour or free passage 
corridors. 

Meanwhile, the Pales- 
tinians rebuffed Sunday a 
call by Mr. Netanyahu for 
a meeting with President 
Arafat, saying the Israeli 
prime minister's latest 
offers to break the dead- 
lock in the peace process 
are empty posturing. 

Mr. Arafat's 

international cooperation 
minister, Nabil Shaath, 
accused Mr. Netanyahu of 
making the proposals only 
to head off a European 
plan which pressures 
Israel to make concessions 
to the Palestinians. 

“Arafat has no objection 
in principle to meeting 
him. It’s just that these 
meetings have not pro- 
duced a thing since 
Netanyahu came to office” 
in June 1996, Mr. Shaath 
told AFP. 

Mr. Netanyahu “calls for 
a meeting with Arafat as if 
the problem were that 
Arafat refuses to negotiate 
with him ” he said. 

Mr. Arafat, president of 
the ‘ Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA), will 
meet Mr. Netanyahu only 
if the Israeli leader 
announces his readiness to 
go ahead with a series of 
promised troop with- 
drawals in the West Bank, 
Mr. Shaath said. 


(Continued from page 1) 

transferred to a hospital in 
Jerusalem suffering from 
serious eye injuries while 
the other three were in 
moderate condition. 

The Israeli army said it 
was checking the report. 

“This is not the first 
attack on the school. We’re 
always being attacked. 
First, it was the [Jewish] 
settlers. It won't be the last 
time. The soldiers tried to 
come with the excuse that 
boys were throwing stones 
at them. We didn’t see 
anything like this" said 
headmaster Talab Abdul 
Majid A1 Tarawah. 

“This is not the ideal 
atmosphere for studying. 
Results have been worsen- 
ing. The students are 
scared to enter and leave 
the school.” he told 
reporters. 

Abbas Zaki, a Palestin- 


ian Legislative Council 
member in charge of 
Hebron affairs for the 
Palestinian National 
Authority, accused Israel 
of trying to intimidate the 
school into closing down. 

“There have been previ- 
ous attempts by the Israeli 
army to clear the area of 
the school. There’s noth- 
ing we can do. We can 
only complain to the DCO 
[joint Israeli-PaJestinian 
office] but they don't do 
anything practical.” Mr. 
Zaki said. 

Hebron is home to 
100.000 Palestinians, 
there are 4tX> Jewish set- 
tlers. Israel withdrew 
troops from most of the 
town last year under an 
agreement with the Pales- 
tinians but still deploys 
around Jewish enclaves. 


Iraq, Kuwait to hold talks on missing 


(Continued from page 1) 

The meetings are the 
latest in a series by a 
working group of a 
Geneva-based commis- 
sion trying to account 
for people who went 
missing. 

Kuwait wants Iraq to 
account for more than 
600 Kuwaitis and oth- 
ers who disappeared 
during the occupation. 

Kuwait and the U.S. 
say a full accounting is 
one of several condi- 
tions Iraq must meet 


before economic sanc- 
tions imposed after its 
1 990 invasion of 
Kuwait can be lifted. 

Iraq has repeatedly 
denied holding any 
Kuwaitis in its prisons, 
saying it would do it no 
good to keep them in 
jail since their deten- 
tion would prolong 
sanctions. 

Last month Iraq freed 
three Kuwaitis and a 
Saudi it held on 
charges of illegal entry. 


(Continued from page 1) 

During the meeting, 
which was also attended by 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi. Dr. Majali called 
for strengthening the links 
between the peoples of both 
countries and expressed 
hope that Algeria would 
soon overcome the bloody 
disturbances that have been 
causing so much suffering 
to the Algerian people. 

Mr. Rahmani said his 
country appreciates Jor- 
dan’s support for Algeria, 
describing bilateral ties as 
brotherly and continually 
improving. 

He said the Algerian peo- 
ple will never forget Jor- 
dan's support for them dur- 


ing the colonial era, after 
the country’ won its inde- 
pendence, and during the 
subsequent reconstruction. 

After the meeting. Dr. 
Abbadi said Amman 
Municipality and Algiers 
plan to cooperate to provide 
better services to their resi- 
dents, including creating 
public gardens. 

Earlier Sunday. Mr. Rah- 
mani held talks with Minis- 
ter of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and Environment 
Tawfiq Kreishan. 

Mr. Kreishan outlined the 
ministry’s duties and plans, 
as well as its role in promot- 
ing services for communi- 
ties through local councils. 

He noted that Jordan's 
46S local councils receive 


support for their operations 
from the ministry. 

Jordan is ready to begin 
cooperation and exchange 
expertise with Algerian 
cities in general, and 
Algiers in particular, con- 
cerning local government 
issues. 

Mr. Rahmani presented a 
briefing on Algiers’ plans 
for developing services. He 
said that due to the present 
disturbances and extremist 
attacks in Algeria, a large 
sector of the population has 
been moving from rural to 
urban areas, especially 
Algiers. 

This has resulted in the 
need to develop and mod- 
ernise urban infrastructure, 
he added 


Annan, France say U.S. must go back to council 
before military action if Iraq fails to comply 


(Continued from page 1) 

resort to force will not 
arise.” Mr. Vedrine said in 
an interview with the Saudi 
newspaper A1 Sharq A1 
Awsai. 

He stressed that Washing- 
ton and London were alone 
in their interpretation of a 
resolution voted by the 15- 
member Security Council 
to endorse the Feb. 23 
accord on arms inspections 
between Iraq and Mr. 
Annan, 

"Only the United States 
and Britain interpreted (he 
text” as an automatic resort 
to military force if Baghdad 
fails to live up to the accord 
on full and unconditional 
access for U.N. weapons 
inspectors, the foreign min- 
ister said. 


“The United States can- 
not fail to take into account 
the opinion of the other 
member states of the coun- 
cil, especially as this is the 
view of the majority,” he 
said 

Resolution 1154 warned 
of “severest consequences” 
if Iraq violates the accord it 
signed with the U.N. secre- 
tary general to open eight 
“presidential sites" to U.N. 
weapons inspectors who 
will be accompanied by 
diplomats. 

“The crisis over inspec- 
tions of presidential sites 
has been resolved so long 
as the parties concerned 
respect their commitments, 
but the Iraq problem is not 
yet over," said Mr. Vedrine. 

“It will be over when all 
the inspections have taken 


places, and when the Secu- 
rity Council will be able to 
implement paragraph 22 of 
Resolution 687," calling for 
the lifting of sanctions once 
Iraq has been disarmed, he 
said 

Mr. Vedrine said the for- 
eign ministry director-gen- 
eral. Bertrand Dufourcq, 
stressed during his talks in 
Baghdad last week “that 
France expects Iraq to meet 
its obligations." 

And “President Saddam 
Hussein gave assurances 
that Iraq would fulfil all its 
commitments,'' he said. 

"We hope that this will 
happen as soon as possible, 
but nobody can fix a date” 
for the lifting of the sanc- 
tions in force since Iraq’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
said Mr. Vedrine. 
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BIS maps Asian crisis, tide of 
cash and faith in credit ratings 


BASEL, Switzerland 
(AFP) — The Financial cri- 
sis in Asia highlighted 
faults by banks, businesses, 
investment managers and 
in the use of credit ratings, 
the Bank for International 
Settlements (BIS) has sig- 
nalled . 

The BIS pointed a finger 
at inadequate financial 
reporting by banks, insuffi- 
cient hedging by business- 
es, mistaken and belated 
assessment of risk by man- 
agers of investment funds 
and undue confidence in 
lax credit ratings. 

It commented severely 
that the crisis had revealed 
“severe inadequacies in the 
areas of financial disclo- 
sure, banking supervision 
and bankruptcy laws." 

Fund managers and other 
lenders, flush with cash 
seeking a high yield, had 
turned their eyes away 
from reviewing credit risk, 
the BIS said bluntly. 

But when the markets 
began to unravel there had 
been a “flight to quality" 
mainly towards dollar and 
core European instruments. 

“Subsequent events are 
likely to have encouraged a 
change in existing risk 
management practices as 
well as in the reliance on 
ratings in the pricing of 
credit risk." 

The BIS commented: 


“Questions have been 
raised concerning the role 
of rating agencies since 
downgrading often fol- 
lowed rather than preceded 
the deterioration in coun- 
tries’ financial condi- 
tions.. .such criticisms still 
support the view that 
undue reliance may have 
been placed on ratings for 
the pricing of credit risk." 

A steady reduction of 
risk charges attached to 
lending in Asia “bad been 
the source of repeated offi- 
cial warnings," the BIS 
recalled, admonishing: 
“Thus a reassessment was 
long overdue, irrespective 
of the actions raken by the 
rating agencies." 

Strains were already 
apparent through a marked 
slowing of overall interna- 
tional bank leading in the 
third quarter of last year 
mainly owing to a reduc- 
tion of foreign operations 
by Japanese h anks and the 
effects of the currency cri- 
sis in Asia. 

There had been “a retreat 
by Japanese banks from 
foreign markets” which 
reflected the “financial sit- 
uation in Japan." 

Another factor was aver- 
sion by international 
investors to bank deposits 
owing to low interest rates 
and this had added to pres- 
sure for banks to rely on 


issuing securities to raise 
funds. 

The BIS said that other 
indicators suggested that 
“the turmoil in Asian cur- 
rency and equity markets 
has spurred greater reliance 
on secured lending, which 
may have acted as a buffer 
against contagion outside 
Asia.” 

But “the most salient fea- 
ture of the third quarter had 
been withdrawal of bank- 
ing funds from Asia in the 
wake of the deepening of 
financial difficulties within 
the region. 

The biggest decline, of 
$10.5 billion, was in lend- 
ing to Thailand because 
Japanese banks had with- 
drawn from the local inter- 
bank market, followed by a 
reduction of $2.2 billion in 
South Korea and of $900 
million in the Philippines. 

“The drying-up of bank- 
ing flows was far less 
severe in Malaysia which 
has a considerably lower 
level of banking debt than 
Thailand or South Korea." 

Countries which had 
developed “deep and 
sound financial markets 
(such as Hong Kong and 
Singapore), as well as 
stricter financial discipline, 
were more successful in 
preventing the build-up of 
financial imbalances." 

Lending to China and 


Indonesia had been sus- 
tained. While China had 
remained largely unaffect- 
ed by the crisis. Indonesia 
authorities had tried to ease 
downward pressure on the 
rupiah by floating the cur- 
rency in August and by 
tightening domestic mone- 
tary policy and Limiting 
forward foreign currency 
dealing by domestic banks. 

“This, in turn, may have 
accentuated the tendency 
for foreign banks to by- 
pass the local banking sys- 
tem," the BIS commented. 

Many banks seemed to 
have been “taken by sur- 
prise by the virulence of 
the financial turbulence" in 
Asia. 

The crisis had revealed 
“the limited extent to 
which local companies had 
made use of currency 
hedging instruments, lead- 
ing to renewed corporate 
interest in such tools. 

“It also showed that 
many dealers had inade- 
quately hedged their posi- 
tions." 

The BIS also comment- 
ed: “Growing strains in 
Asia did much to focus 
investors' attention on the 
issue of credit risk. As the 
crisis deepened, credit 
default swaps on a number 
of sovereign issues became' 
actively traded." 


Egyptian minister 
pins growth on 
small firms 


HOROSCOPE 
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By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt's 
economy minister said 
Sunday the government has 
pinned economic growth to 
developing small, private 
enterprises and attracting 
multinational investment. 

“Our growth strategy 
depends on encouraging 
small enterprises along 
with attracting large and 
multinational investments," 
Youssef Boutros-Ghali said 
in a faxed statement. 

“We are continuously 
working on improving the 
investment, and regulatory 
environment to accelerate 
the participation of the pri- 
vate sector in the econo- 
my," he added. 

Mr. Boutros-Ghali said 
that small and medium 
enterprises provided 74 per 
cent of the coundy's 
employment opportunities 
and that his ministry had 
created a department to 
look into incentives for 
establishing such business- 
es. 

The minister said the 
economy was also moving 
towards complying with 
international standards. 
“The government remains 
committed to maintaining 
macroeconomic stability 
and improving the invest- 
ment environment," the 


statement said. 

Mr. Boutros-Ghali said 
that declining inflation 
rates and a limited budget 
deficit were all signs that 
the economy was on the 
right track. He also said 
that the government was 
keen to maintain a ... “pru- 
dent financial and b anking 
sector.” 

Year-on- year inflation in 
January 1998 fell to 3.8 per 
cent from 5.7 per cent for 
the same month in the pre- 
vious year. The budget 
deficit is estimated at 0.9 
per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP). 

GDP grew 5.3 per cent in 
fiscal 1996/97 (July-June), 
up from 5.0 per cent the 
previous year and 4.7 per 
cent in 1994/95. 

Egypt kicked off reforms 
in earnest in January 1996 
with a drive for privatisa- 
tion, deregulation and for- 
eign investment. 

World Bank vice-presi- 
dent for the Middle East 
and North Africa, Kamal 
Dervis, told Reuters in a 
recent interview that Egypt 
could achieve seven per 
cent growth if it main- 
tained its macroeconomic 
stability and enhanced 
exports. 


Singapore tops survey of Asian civil service, Vietnam worst 


SINGAPORE (AFP) —Singa- 
pore. Hong Kong and Malaysia 
have the most business-friendly 
bureaucrats in Asia, while 
Indonesia, South Korea and 
Vietnam have the most ineffi- 
cient civil service, according to 
a regional poll. 


Over 300 businessmen polled 
in Asia gave Singapore the edge 
over Hong Kong, whose civil 
service has slipped a bit since 
the territory reverted to Chinese 
rule last July, said the Political 
and Economic Risk Consultan- 
cy Ltd. (PERQ. 


RadissonSAS Hotel linked with 
electronic reservation system 


PERC said an improved civil 
service would be crucial in 
helping financially-ravaged 
countries in the region recover. 
While there are encouraging 
signs, bureaucratic interference 
in Asia was still seen as abnor- 
mally high, it said. 

“With few natural resources 
apart from its people. Singa- 
pore's lifeblood is in its service 
industries," PERC said, adding 
-it -was no surprise that Singa- 
pore spent so much time and 
effort creating an administrative 
system supporting key sectors 
like trading, shipping and 
regional finance. 

Good civil service salaries in 
Singapore, which has among 
the world's highest-paid minis- 
ters, attract talent, and PERC 
said tiie government’s "authori- 
tarian streak” makes it easier to 
push through unpopular polices. 


Expatriates who took part in 
the survey gave Singapore high- 
er marks than Britain, the Unit- 
ed Stares and Australia, which 
were included for comparative' 
purposes, according to the poll 
results issued over die weekend. 

On a scale of one to 10 — 
with zero as the best grade — 
Singapore scored 153, Hong 
Kong 3.1 1, Malaysia 5.43. Tai- 
wan 6.25, Japan 6.69, Thailand 


indicating that the local dvC 
service is sticking to its high 
standards despite the heavy 
workload," said the Hong 
Kong-based PERC which 
advises corporate clients on 
business conditions in Asia. 

In the region's most devel- 
oped country Japan, where 
senior officials have recently 
been mired in bribery scandals, 
“the relationship between 


6,88. the- Philippines— 725: bureaucrats (particularly in the 

China 753, India ^ Indpne^a ' ; nraifeny of finance) and compa- 


8.0, South Korea 827 and-Viet- 
nam9.0. 

The rating for Hong Kong, 
which topped a similar survey 
in 1 997. slipped since an exodus 
of civil servants pi or to die Chi- 
nese takeover of the territory 
from Britain “stretched the sup- 
ply of experienced manpower." 

“Viewed optimistically, the 
grade is still very favourable, 


On 1 March, the Radisson SAS Hotel Amman welcomed Mr. 
Eric Roselaar, the first guest booked at the hotel through the 
chain's unique reservation system CURTIS -C. Since the official 
branding on 1 March, both the Radisson SAS Hotel Amman and 
the Radisson SAS Resort Aqaba are linked to Radisson’s innov- 
ative electronic reservation system. “Expectations to receive a 
major amount of bookings into our hotels via CURTIS-C are 
high,” says Lawrence Steeman, Director of Sales & Marketing. 
Jordan. 
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nies- can only described as 
parastic," h said. The bureau- 
cracy “is one reason why Japan 
is so poorly positioned to help 
lead the rest of Asia out of its 
crisis." 

Malaysia's bureaucracy is not 
quite up to Singapore or Hong 
Kong standards but is still con- 
siderably better than those of 
countries like Indonesia, where 
low salaries foster a bias 
towards “under-the-table pay- 
ments.” it said. 

In the Philippines, despite 
reforms introduced by President 
Fidel Ramos, bureaucrats can 
make decisions arbitrarily, turf 
battles can turn a promising 
investment project into a night- 
mare. and foreign firms can be 


at a disadvantage when compet- 
ing for bids with local firms, it 
said. 

PERC noted Thailand's 
establishment of a “one-stop 
service centre'’ for foreigners' 
visas and work permits and 
commented that government 
service should improve with the 
entry of more women. 

‘Thai women are famous for 
outclassing their menfolk in 
■efficiency and hard work,” it 
.said* adding that many ThiT 
male officials “are exibeptio&Ily' 
rude." 

China's bureaucracy is heavy 
but shouting signs of improve- 
ment, and foreign firms are fol- 
lowing the “path of least resis- 
tance" by gang into parts of 
China and industries were the 
bureaucracy operates more effi- 
ciently, PERC said. 

In Vietnam, "bureaucrats 
compete among themselves to 
make life miserable for anyone 
with a creative spirit" it said, 
noting the fall in foreign invest- 
ments and a rift in the ruling 
Communist Party over the 
direction of reform. ' 

But inefficiency is ideologi- 
cally blind. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You might fed shy 
expressing yourself to your true love. It's as if some- 
body’s watching your every move. Make sure that’s not 
actually the. case before you get too mushy. You may tend 
to hold back, because you’re afraid yew sweetheart 
won’t agree. Discretion would be prudent, just in case. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) It’ll be easier to get what 
you want later this week, so don’t worry about it today. 
You’ll most likely excel right now in real estate or home 
furnishings, and only if you're buying, not selling. It's a 
good evening to have friends over. You'll have a fabulous 
time. Have them bring their own snacks to cut down on 
expenses. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Everybody's in the mood 
for fun, except perhaps the person who signs your pay- 
check. An authority figure is a little hesitant to relax. 
Everything seems to be going well, but are you sure? 
Report what you’ve completed recently and have your 
partner do the same. Then watch the boss relax. He or she 
may even send you home early. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) The money coming in 
doesn't seem to be enough, but that could just be your 
perception. You worry about money anyway. That’s how 
you manage to have more than you actually need. Just 
remember, it’s OK for yon to have abundance in your 
life. It’s natural and healthy — and quite likely the case. 
Enjoy it. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You're lucky right now. 
You’re willing to act and your sense of humour is in 
good shape. That plus your tendency to consider options 
carefully and make wise choices, gives you the advan- 
tage. Don’t get cocky, however. It’s also important to be 
compassionate, kind, loving and understanding. Don't 
just tell others what to do; listen, too. 

VIRGO: ( August 22 to September 22) Through a friend 
in a big company, you could hear of a way to get the 
money you need for something for your home. You'll 
qualify through your hard work as well as your connec- 
tions. It’s not as if you're cheating. Don't be frustrated if 
you can’t see the results right away. This could take until 
at least tomorrow to come together. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) If you've got a 
problem, ask a friend for information. You wanted to find 
die answer all by yourself, but that’s die long way 
around. If you're running out of tune, let people know 
what you’re crying to accomplish so they can lend you 
their expertise. Even a person you didn't think you liked 
may point you in die right direction. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If you think 
you’re worthy more money, this would be a good time to 
ask for it An authority figure is in a generous mood this 
morning, but may find another way to spend die money 
by afternoon. Meanwhile, don't get too extravagant try- 
ing to impress an attractive person. He or she thinks 
you’re pretty neat already. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You’U 
be especially creative first thing this, morning. However, 
you oiuld experience a breakdown later in the day. The 
idea is good; you just don’t know how to cany it through 
yet Don’t get frustrated. Do a little more homework. 
Once you find the mistalca, you'll be back ■orr "course. • 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20y It’s easier 
‘ for ybu to borrow money, especially t^^^Siiriking of 
putting a down payment on real estate. Action taken now 
could firm up a deal that will lead to future security. 
Accept the advice of a reclusive person later this evening. 
Jtf he or she says not to do something, heed the warning. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There could 
be an argument between you and a strong partner. If you 
see one brewing, keep your opinions mostly to yourself. 
Minimise the problem while maintaining a cheerful atti- 
tude. You can afford to be gracious. You’ll probably get 
what you want in (he long run. Give up something minor 
to make sure that happens. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) There’s lots of work 
to be done. The good news is that it could be both fun and 
profitable. The person who assigned you these duties has 
got quite a treasure at his or her disposal. Your pockets 
will be full by the time the day is over. Be gracious and 
accept what you get 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper ; 
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ACROSS 


9 Witty reply 

15 Drew back 

16 Person with 
pressing 
problems 

17 Turning away 

18 Rum drink 

1 9 Main part of a 
bust 

20 Little bit 

22 AnimaJ (at 

23 Pawns, e.g. 

24 Pyramid builder 

28 Lobster eggs 

29 Ninny hammer 

30 Lubricate 

31 Sample 

32 38 Special, e.g. 

33 Lend a hand 

34 Most rotund 
36 Choreographer 

Ted _ 

39 Resistance unit 

40 Deserves 

41 Roe story, *The 
_ Heart" 

43 Iniquity 

44 Put a stop to 

45 Trains on 
trestles 

46 Flop 

47 That girl 

50 hi existence 

51 Gets more 
profound 

53 Average score 

54 Vega's 
constellation 

56 lion 
calendars 

57 Clown 

58 New 'fork city 
61 Used a suction 

device 

64 Study 

65 Twist together 

66 Legislate 
body 

67 Authenticity 

DOWN 

1 Cohort of 
Vishnu and 
Shiva 

2 Embankments 

3 Seas 

4 Braided string 

5 Set of tods 


Peanuts 


i’m 6LAP TO SEE YOU'RE 
WALKING A LOT.. IF YOU 
FLY TOO MUCH. YOU'LL 
WEAR OUT YOUR WIN 65.. 

that’s WHY P065 don’t 
HAVE WING5..0UR ANCESTORS ! 

WORE THEM OUT.. 

" 

sang 

mm 



By Tom Pruce 
Chicago, A. 

6 Actress 

MacGraw 

7 Of teeth 

8 Ventriloquist 

Bergen 

9 Outer edge 

10 Segment of 
history 

11 Hard work 

12 Progressing 

goalward 

13 Stir up again 

14 Three-pronged 
weapons 

21 Bit of into 

24 Fingered, in a 
way 

25 Covered 143 

26 Spherical 
object 

27 Cross-breeds 

33 Pointed tool 

34 “For Whom 

Bed Toils" 

35 Fleming or 
McKeBen ' 

36 Thieves 

37 Ughthorse 
Harry" of the 

Amer.Hav. 
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The cat has been dipping mice 
in the salsa again.” . 


(CpmTituialMi 


38 City official 

39 Johnson's 
comedy partner 

42 Pub preference 

43 Daystar 

46 Andy of "Andy^s 
Gang* 

47 Fteekad 

48 Eye shades 


49 Creates a guBy 
52 Model, at times 
55 Vardi heroine 
57 Former West 
German capital 

59 Furrow 

60 Simian 

62 School org. 

63 Actor Holbrook 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Private sector urged not to continue 
adopting old mentality to run businesses 


** “THE ECONOMIC environment Jordan's 
private sector will be feeing over the coming 10 
years will be totally different from the climate 
under which it grew in the past,” a representative 
of the private sector has said As a member of the 
Amman Chamber of Industry, Zaki Ayyoubi 
said Che changes require restructuring the private 
sector to transform it from services and industri- 
al production designed for the local market to an 
output that primarily targets the outside market 
Dr. Ayyoubi noted that such a transformation 
will take place under extremely stiff competition 
which the Jordanian economy has not yet wit- 
nessed at the regional level and with countries 
that are larger and much richer than ours. 

Dr. Ayyoubi said the restructuring would 
require raising the level of technical, administra- 
tive. marketing and expat capabilities in order 
to be able to restructure the financing and invest- 
ment mechanisms. He also mentioned the 
importance of raising the qualitative level of all 
workers in the productive sectors whether they 
are factories, banks, service companies or hotel. - 

“If privatising the private sector means raising 
the competitiveness and administrative efficien- 
cy to respond to consumer demands inside Jor- 
dan and outside market, then I say ‘yes, we need 
to privatise the private sector,” Dr. Ayyoubi 
stressed. He added: “If the method of work 


remains as it is in die public sector institutions, 
then the transfer of ownership from the state to 
the private sector will not change anything and 
will not add anything.” Thabet AI Taher. presi- 
dent of the National Petroleum Company and a 
prominent member of the Jordanian Business- 
men Association, emphasised that the main 
objective for the privatisation is to upgrade the 
efficiency of management at institutions which 
ore to be transferred to tig private sector. Other- 
wise, the privatisation loses its purpose, he said. 

Mr. Taher elaborated: “It is not reasonable that 
the private sector continues to operate with the 
same mentality that was used twenty years ago" 
He emphasised that despite the feet that the pri- 
vate sector enjoys many experiences and qualifi- 
cations, it should not mean that “we should 
remain as we are” in the coming stage. 

Yusuf Mansur, head of the technical unit at the 
Ministry of Hanning, described the private sec- 
tor as being reliant on government tenders. He 
blamed the government for precipitating damag- 
ing practices by stressing pricing and not quali- 
ty when evaluating bids for government tenders. 

Dr. Mansur also saw the lack of competition 
in many sectors managed by the private sector as 
another reason for the deterioration of the private 
sector and its unwillingness to develop t AI Dus- 
tourY. 
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Concern heightens over dismissal of 
tens of employees from Jordanian banks 


By Issam Qadamani and 
Abdul Salam Gharaibeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Associa- 
tion of Banks' employees 
has expressed concern over 
the dismissal of large num- 
bers of bankers and said it 
will raise the issue with the 
concerned banking authori- 
ties. 

The Association’s Vice- 
President Akram Nimri told 
the Jordan Times that the 
association will discuss the 
dismissals with the man- 
agements of the concerned 
banks in order to put an end 
to these moves, noting that 
the dismissals have caused 
deep concerns among bank 
employees in general. 

Mr. Nimri said the Bank 
of Jordan, the Jordan Gulf 
Bank, the Union Bank, the 


Housing Bank, and the 
Arab Land Bank have laid 
off quite a substantial num- 
ber of employees in the 
course of what they 
described as a restructuring 
process which started by 
the middle of last year and 
continued in the new year. 

According to Haidar 
Rashid who represents the 
association in the executive 
bureau of the Federation of 
Jordanian Labour Unions, 
around one hundred 
employees have already 
been laid off. He expected 
more dismissals to follow. 

Bank employees have 
been reported as saying that 
the dismissals resulted from 
a drop in the banks' opera- 
tions and profits last year. 

Mr. Nimri said the man- 
agement of Jordanian b anks 
claimed they were facing 


difficult circumstances and 
that the country was wit- 
nessing economic reces- 
sion. But he argued that the 
1997 balance sheets of the 
banks show clearly that 
they have made profits 
despite the recession. 

According to Mr. Nimri, 
the management of the 
banks had pledged in the 
past years to refrain from 
dismissing any employee 
but they have now gone 
back on their promise and 
laid off some of their staff. 

According to Mr. Rashid, 
should the dismissal moves 
continue the association's 
general assembly would 
have to meet to discuss 
appropriate measures that 
should be taken to confront 
this arbitrary action. 

Housing Bank General 
Manager Abdul Qader 


Dweik denied that there 
were mass dismissals from 
his bank but he said that 
resignations occur every 
year and for different rea- 
son. 

Admitting that the bank 
was undergoing a restruc- 
turing programme, Mr. 
Dweik said this programme 
emails some changes and 
the usage of high technolo- 
gy in bank operations 
which could lead to a 
redundancy of some of the 
unproductive employees. 
However, he denied that 
there were dismissals and 
said that the surplus 
employees were being 
transferred to other posts. 

He said thirty Housing ’ 
Bank employees have 
resigned for privaie reasons 
and the bank have nothing 
to do with it. He also denied 


that the shareholders in the 
Housing Bank have any say 
in the restructuring pro- 
gramme. 

Fayez Abu Enein. General 
Manager of the Jordan Gulf 
Bank, told the Jordon Times 
that his bank has been fac- 
ing a mounting problem 
since I9S0s concerning the 
number of employees. He 
said some of the employees 
have failed to improve their 
performance which 

prompted the bank to 
employ other employees. 
As such, the bank became 
overstaffed with expenses 
increasing and profits 
declining. 

He said the bank, which 
has twenty branches around 
the country, currently 
employs 600 people. 


Asian banks brace for worse times as crisis hits bottom lines 


SINGAPORE i AFP l — Asian 
banks and finance institutions 
which have so far survived the 
regional turmoil are bracing 
themselves' for worse to come 
as bad loans start ravaging bal- 
ance sheets, bankers and econ- 
omists say. 

With Thailand, Indonesia 
and South Korea in recession, 
corporate borrowers collaps- 
ing. consumer confidence at 
rock bottom and the real estate 
market choked by a glut. 


banks are expecting more 
defaults, prompting excep- 
tional provisions for bad loans 
which are eating into profit 
margins. 

Stockbroking and property 
activities which had helped 
buoy regional banks' profit 
levels during the Asian boom 
could also hurt the bottom 
line. 

“You ain’t seen nothing 
yet," said Song Seng Wun, 
regional economist with GK 


Goh securities in Singapore 
after the island’s regionally- 
exposed banks reported sharp 
drops in profits, with one 
small bank suffering a rare 
loss. 

“If you call this poor, you 
should call again in six 
months’ time.” he warned. 

Global credit assessor 
Moody's Investors Service 
downgraded the outlook of 
Singapore's leading banks 
from “stable” to “negative” 


last week to reflect “the possi- 
ble deterioration in regional 
conditions.” 

“I anticipate that economic 
growth will decelerate more in 
the second half of the year and 
that, ultimately, will mean 
loans which have been on the* 
margins are going to fell into 
the non-performing category,” 
Song said. 

“i think that the latest results 
really only reflect the begin- 
ning effect of the first round of 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

346.000 

250.000 

ARAB BANE 

15.6 

1.18 

2.340 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

K 

0.00 

3.540 

1.330 

BANK OF JORDAN 

4.3 

0.00 

2.680 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.8K. 

10.3 

6.07 

5.300 

4. 610 

THE HOUSING BK. 

29.9 

1.94 

4.180 

1.850 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

9.7 

0.00 

.920 

.620 

JOR. GULF BANK 

4.1 

10.14 

4.020 

1.99C 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

10.4 

4.71 

1.530 

1.020 

UNION BK.SAV.INV. 

P 
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1.610 
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BEIT. AL-MAL (BEITNA) 

.6 

16.67 
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INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 123.27 *CHG: -0.35 


JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

10.1 

4.76 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

JORDAN I NIL. TRAD. 

21.0 

0.00 

ALRA’I 

9.4 

6.47 

ARAB XNTL.INV.EDUC. 

11.2 

1.78 

2ARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

UNIFIED CO. 

7.7 

6.29 

UNION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 
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11.160 
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EL -SAY READY WEAR 
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726 

580 

23349 

4730 

2765 

125504 

40687 

106397 

151511 

17799 

6145 

129282 

367 

18450 

117 

134278 

143158 
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1.050 

.960 

EXPORT & FIN.BHK.75Z 

17.8 

0.00 

6 

4500 

3210 

.98 

.96 

.02- 

.470 

.300 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

1 

100 

35 

.34 

.35 

.01* 

.530 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

10.7 

0.00 

6 

12500 

5000 

.41 

.40 

.01- 

.800 

.660 

UNION INV . 50* 

9 

0.00 

35 

112800 

27072 

.73 

.74 

.01+ 

.620 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

23 

36900 

17458 

.48 

.47 

.01- 

.780 

.610 

ALHPAWLIYAH 75* 

66.2 

0. 00 

2 

1500 

670 

.71 

.69 

.02- 

1.220 

1.000 

SPECIALIZED JOR. 75* 

B 

0.00 

1 

5000 

4850 

1.22 

1.22 

— 

.290 

.140 

JOR. IHDS. MATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

6 

23500 

3425 

.15 

.14 

.01- 

.640 

.370 

ARAB FOOD fi MED. 

9 

0.00 

9 

8600 

4214 

.47 

.49 

.02+ 

.470 

.240 

ARAB INTL. UJV.TRD. 

41.5 

0.00 

32 

114300 

41148 

.34 

■ 36 

.02+ 

.540 

.280 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

13 

7950 

3096 

.37 

.39 

.02+ 

.750 

.360 

NATL . MULT . ENG . KAMI CO 

9 

0.00 

20 

35550 

14110 

.39 

■ 39 

— 

1.230 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

13.3 

0.00 

2 

750 

825 

1.16 

1.10 

.06- 

.680 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARH. 90* 

E 

0.00 

25 

7B900 

' 46169 

■ 68 

.68 

— 

.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARH. 

E 

0.00 

1 

100 

72 

.72 

.72 

— 

.460 

.240 

XNDS. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

10 

9700 

2815 

.29 

.30 

.01+ 

■ 830 

.510 

IHDS. CERAMIC 

14.4 

o.oc 

13 

4600 

2555 

.57 

.55 

.02- 

.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 

E 

0.00 

12 

48150 

31784 

.67 

■ 66 

.01- 

.670 

.390 

PEARL SAN. P. CONV. 

E 

0.00 

7 

2200 

824 

.39 

.37 

.02- 

.740 

.490 

HAIL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

7 

7250 

4000 

.56 

.55 

-01- 

.950 

.470 

OPTICAL* BEARING 75* 

E 

0.00 

13 

18600 

6892 

■ 63 

. 62 

.01- 

1-000 

.660 

MAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

96.0 

o.oc 

25 

53342 

23489 

.69 

.69 

“ 

1.100 

.720 

ARAB INT. FOOD FACT. 

54.9 

0.00 

1 

100 

100 

1.00 

1.00 

“ 


the turmoil,” he said. 

In Thailand, where the 
Asian financial crisis began 
last July, four commercial 
banks have been taken over 
by the central bank since the 
beginning of the year after 
failing to find foreign partners 
to help them in a desperately- 
needed recapitalisation 
ordered by the authorities. 

In December, 56 debt-rid- 
den finance firms blamed for 
setting off the Thai and even- 
tually the regional crisis were 
closed down as part of efforts 
to overhaul a financial sector 
saddled with an estimated $35 
billion in bad debts run-up 
mainly in the property indus- 
try. 

The authorities used a total 
of 716 billion baht ($27 bil- 
lion ) in failed rescue bids in 
the financial sector. 

In Indonesia, currently the 
focus of the international 
community because of 
delayed reforms, the govern- 
ment closed down 16 banks in 
November. But Bank Jakarta, 
"controlled " by ’ President 
Suharto’s half-brother Probo- 
' sufejo, reopened after a court 
ruled in its favour. 

The owners of another 
closed bank. Bank Androme- 
da. were allowed to buy 
another bank. Bank Alfa. The 
owners include a son of Pres- 
ident Suharto. 

The Central Bank Indonesia 
has also been injecting money 
into Indonesian private banks 
to help them pay off crippling 
foreign debt, foreign bankers 
said. More than 200 banks 
remain in operation, many 
ripe for mergers. 

Four state banks — Bank 
Pembangunan Indonesia, 
Bank Bumi Daya. Bank 
Dagang Negara and Bank 
Ekspor Impor Indonesia — 
will be merged into a single 
new bank. 

In Malaysia, no banks have 
collapsed or been shut down 
but the central bank 
announced that Malaysia’s 
sixth-1 argest bank. Si me Bank 
Bhd., suffered a first-half loss 
of 1.57 billion ringgit ($436 
million ) and required at least 
1.2 billion ringgit in fresh 
capital. 

The Central Bank Negara 
Malaysia also said Bank 
Bumiputra Bhd., the second- 
largest bank, needed about 
750 million ringgit in new 
capital while two finance 
companies required a com- 
bined 33 million ringgiL 

“What we have disclosed is 
not the tip of the iceberg but 
the iceberg itself." said Fong 
Wen Phak. Malaysia’s deputy 
central bank governor. 


Jordan Marketpla ce *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


Area: 200 sq-m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel.: 5920605 / 
5920600 
Fax: 5932605 

Mobile: 079/30007 


DAJANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22k. Gold. 


IN JORDAN - EGYPT & BRAZIL 
Amman. Amra Forum Hoiei Shoos 6th Circle. 




Shmeisari - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone; 5604042 
Sweifieh Tal: 822801 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


|b FOR 
I RENT 

L<> Deluxe Villas 
( ^ and Apartments 




Quality Serviced Suites 


* One 4 Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Dally & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

[Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 


TeL 4656593 - 857690 
Mobil* 079/32300- 44101 
F**- 962 - 6 - 4611068 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 
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Gentleman’ Coulthard lets 


Hakkinen in for Grand Prix win 


Schumacher blows his top after Ferrari engine blows up 


MELBOURNE l AFP) — 
Mika Hakkinen launched u 
new era of Formula One 
domination for McLaren on 
Sunday after teammate 

Du\id Coulthard let him 
overtake to win the 
Australian Grand Prix. 

The McLaren Merced?'- 
pair led from start to finish 
«»f the lir*t nice of the 1998 
’-e,i>on. 

But it was the manner of 
die 29-year-old Finn"* sec- 
ond Grand Prix \ ietory that 
astounded rivals and specta- 
tors alike. Hakkinen hailed 
his Scottish teammate as "a 
gentleman." 

~ Hakkinen lost the*lead to 
Scotsman Coulthard after a 
pit stop blunder. But after 
radio consultations with 
McLaren boss Ron Dennis. 
Coulthard gave way to 
Hakkinen on the penulti- 
mate lap. 

Hakkinen won with 
Coulthard on his tail. 
Germany’s Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen in u Williams ( 
Meccchrome was third and 
Eddie Irvine of Northern 
Ireland in a Ferrari was 
fourth. 

Williams’ reigning world 
dri’.crs' champion Jacques 
Viiicneme was fifth. Two- 
time world champion 
Michael Schumacher was 
forced out in the sixth lap 
after his Ferrari engine blew 
up. 

Coulthard told how he and 
Hakkinen had an "agree- 
ment'' that whoeter was 
leading at the first comer 
'hould get priori l> if the two 
were in a position to decide 
the winner. 

Hakkinen started in pole 
position with Coulthard also 
on the front line. 

”1 was pretty confident 
:ha« i v.uyJd get their first, 
but Mika was just great." 
said the 26-year-old Scot, 
wh*' has won three grands 
prix. including in Australia 
l;v-i year. 

Hakkinen threw av.av his 



Australian Formula One Grand Prix winner Mika Hakkinen of Finland waves to the 
crowd as he crosses the finish line follow ed by teammate David Coulthard of Scotland 
March 8. Coulthard slowed during the last lap allowing Hakkinen to pass and win, 
honouring a pre-race agreement t Reuters photo) 

trol of the race. But he I did." he said. 


lead when he went in for a 


second pit stop before his 
•cam' were ready. He roared 
pa-t the McLaren garage as 
fa.' i a.' he could and "back 
onto the track. 

That put Coulthard in con- 


race. 

slowed while the negotia- 
tions were pursued over the 
radio. 

"It was clear to me rhat 
Mika was in front and he 
would have been in front if 
he hud not had a misunder- 
standing with our team and 
as a team we knew that if 
we raced each other 1 10 per 
cent there was a chance we 
would not finish the race." 
said Colthard. 

”1 thought about it for 
about a lap and got back to 
the team and said ‘okay. 1 
reckon I can let him catch 
me two or three laps from 
end.' and that's exact I v what 


”1 don't sec why it's so 
difficult to understand that 
if you make an agreement 
with someone, and you look 
someone in the eye. then 
what's the problem?" 

The Finn, who won his 
first race at the season end- 
ing European Grand Pnx 
lust year — w hen Coulthard 
also let him by — was clear- 
ly relieved to have got his 
victory. 

Hakkinen denied he was 
"uncomfortable" about his 
two victories. 

“I just want to say to 
David thank you very much. 
It was \erv fair ravine and 


excellent team work." 

He added: "We have a 
\ erv special relationship 
and what David did w as just 
remarkable. Looking back 

in history l don'i see many 
driver* doing that." 

"I’ve been in Formula 
One for many years, seen a 
lo: of things happen and 
what he did today was a 
gentleman's way to do 
motor racing." said 
Hakkinen. 

The bizarre events could 
not take away the glory 
from McLaren who have 
fought back to front place in 
Formula One after nearly a 
decade of domination bv 


Williams. 

The McLaren's new VIO 
Mercedes engine is now set- 
ting the pace and Adrian 
Newey. the former Williams 
chief designer, has given 
McLaren a clear edge 
despite new speed restrict- 
ing rules. 

Cars must be narrower 
and tyres must have 
grooves, but Hakkinen's 
fastest lap of lmin 
3 1 -649sec around the S.3 
kilometre (3.3 mile) Albert 
Park circuit was only 1.1 
seconds slower than 
Frentzen's all rime record in 
1995. 

McLaren also scored the 
first victory for Bridgestone 
tyres. who reentered 
Formula One last season. 

Frentzen and all the other 
cars were lapped by the 
McLarens. 

The result will set off 
alarm bells for Williams and 
Ferrari who fought out last 
year's title. World champion 
Villeneuve will be especial- 
ly disappointed with his per- 
formance. 

Michael Schumacher was 
among 1 3 drivers who 
failed to finish the race. 

The 29-year-old German 
flung his steering wheel out 
of his Ferrari in a rage after 
being forced to quit after 
finishing just five laps. 

Schumacher, who was 
stripped of his second 
championship placing last 
year as punishment for his 
controversial shunt on 
world champion Villeneuve, 
has still to win in Australia 
in eighf drives. 

"The engine blew up.” he 
said. "There were a lot of 
leaves around the track and 
some might have gone into 
the cooling system. I don't 
know. 

“Obviously, we are all not 
very happy about what hap- 
pened after ail winter testing 
and doing so much effort.” 
he said. 

Schumacher's younger 
brother Ralf was forced out 
of the race on lap two when 
his Jordan collided and span 
off with Jan Magnussen's 
Stewart Ford. 

The next Grand Prix is in 
Brazil on March 29. 


Dortmund humiliated by 1860 Munich; Cologne win 


COLOGNE i AFP i — European 
Cup hold-arc Borussia Dortmund 
"er-r hurra liatvd b> TSV l$Wl 
Munich i.*n Saturday, losing 4-2 in 
their Bunde-diga meeting. 

even harsh words Iron; 
Dortmund's Italian coach Scvio 
5 cal a a: haiftime could save the 
German giants from their most 
embarrassing defeat of the season. 

} s^O. who arc in 1 4th place in the 
championship, had all four goals 
on :hr board v.ithin the opening 25 
minutes through Miroslav Ste'.ic 
4th ». Bernhard W'inekler il5thi 
and a double bv Bemd Hobsch oith 
■a; I’frh 


and '.vent 


: "W. 1 uidn t ease up 
.l: -e to a fifth when Dortmund 
■■truck from nowhere late in the 
maivh. - 

German pia;. maker Andy Moller 
scored in the Si>i minute and Rene 


Schneider further reduced the yap 
:n the *4:h minute. 


5: 

'ho- 


v.j\ a deeply disappointing 
■.mg b> Dortmund and they 
ear! surely bury any lingering 
hopes of winning a L'EFA Cup 
place If a drastic improvement i> 
not evident in the next few weeks. 

10-man FC Cologne pulled off a 
piueky 2-0 victor- at home over 
Henna Berlin. The relegation 
threatened side, who were record- 
ing their second successive win. 
had captain Ralf Hauptmann vent 
off in the 56th minute for a second 


bookable offence. 

Midfielder Rene Tret sc ho k. 

though, calmed the nerves of the 
Cologne fans, who have seen their 
side talk 50 coals this season, with 
a 41st minute strike but then 
missed a penalty early in the sec- 
ond-half. 

“Vv> played better with 10 men 
before the break than with II. 
which is something we need to 
have a good think about." coach 
Lorenz Koc«tner said. 

“Maybe we have started a mini 
series of wins." he added. 

Cologne doggedly defended their 
lead and en-ured the three point’s 
when Marku- Muench scored from 
■i rare counter attack shortly before 
time. 

Cologne's fellow relegation bat- 
tler^ Borussia Monchencladbacn 
saved the job of their coach 
N'orbert Meier with an emphatic 5- 
2 victory over Karlsruhe. 

O.t Thursday Meier told journal- 
ists he would no longer be on the 
bench on Monday if Giadbach did- 
n't take full points. His players 
took that to he an and played their 
best match of the season. ’ 

They led or two occasions only 
to have Karlsruhe equalise each 
time, but then former German 
international midfielder Stefan 
Ellen berg struck twice i6Nth et 
and Stefan Pa-slack also 
completed a double with an SStn 


minute goal. 

The result lifted Mon cheng I ad- 
bach off the bottom the table to 
15th while Karlsruhe drop to 17th. 
both on 26 point-. 

"You have -o leave :he coach to 
work in peace and quiet." Meier 
snapped afterwards. 

"You iose a few times and you're 
down the bottom and suddenly 
only the coach > under fire. That 
gives the player* a ww.derfui alibi. 
They open the paper and see. 'Ha 
I'm not mentioned. I eo.-': be so 
bad'. Everything negative focuses 
on the trainer and that danger- 
ous." he added. 

“I don't think we slaved so 


badly." Karlsruhe coach V. :n fried 
Schaefer said. 

“We have to iook to oiir-ei\es 
and cv cry player has ;*:■ fight «o that 
we stay in the first he 

added. 

Arminia B:d?fe!J v. ?r.: Co the 
bottom of the ta^ie after a 5-5 draw 
against German Cup finalists 
Duisburg. 

They took the lead v.-th >i\ min- 
utes to go through a gee: by Iranian 
A!i Dae; bur cculd no: hold it. 
Duisburg's Togolese striker 
Buehirou Salou. who had airsadv 


scored in the 75th minute, bj jzed a 


second goal with ita.-: two minutes 
left on the clock. 

Kaiserslautern, rem c:n !np of the 
Bundoitsa or. 54 po;ni- after 


Friday evening's l- 1 draw at 
Werder Bremen. 

It was fast and furious in the 
opening half with Bremen denied a 
penalty when Swiss pi ay maker 
Ciriacao Sforza tripped Austrian 
international Andreas Herzog in 
the area. 

"We didn't play well enough to 
w in." coach Otto Rehhagel said. 

“We should be happy with the 
result although we were lucky on a 
few occasions." he added. 

Rehhagel received a warm wel- 
come in Bremen where he spent 14 
consecutive years as coach. 

The fans held up signs painted 
with heans and children presented 
him with stem roses. 

Bayern Munich t47 points! are 
seven points behind Kaiserslautern 
and can close the gap on Sunday 
when they travel to L’EFA Cup 
holders Schalke 04. 

"We can do our suras “ Rehhagel 
said. 

“We know we ore in the final 
straight and that the opposition is 
hard on our heels.. .Of course when 
you are sitting in such a good posi- 
tion you want to defend it." he 
added. 



\. 


Finland’s Mika Hakkin en bolds his Australian Formula One trophy aloft after win- 
ning the season-opening event in Melbourne March 8. Hakkinen beat teammate 
David Coulthard of Scotland with Germany’s Heinz-Harald Frentzen, a Williams 
driver, third (Reuters photo) 
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Lens 


challenge 


continues 
but-PSG 
jeered off 


PARIS (AFP) — Lens kept 
their unexpected French 
title challenge very much 
on the rails Saturday night 
when they caifie away from 
champions Monaco with a 
1-0 victory to move into 
second place. 

A 53rd minute goal from 
Stephane Ziani was enough 
to sink Monaco, who drew 
the home-leg of their 
European Cup quarter-final 
against Manchester United 

0- 0 on Wednesday, and put 
Lens just one point behind 
pacesetters Metz, who won 
Friday's top-of-the-table 
dash against Marseille 3-2. 

Monaco slipped down to 
fourth place — three points 
clear of disappointing Paris 
Sl Germain who were held 

1- 1 at home by Toulouse. 

Paris St. Germain’s run 

of disappointments contin- 
ued when a 58th minute 
goal by Marco Simone was 
cancelled out two minutes 
later by Ivory Coast striker 
Joel Tiehi who fired home 
after racing on to a through 
ball from Thierry Moreau. 

In the other matches 
Bordeaux defeated visiting 
Guingamp 4-2. Rennes 
were held 2-2 at home by 
Le Havre, and Auxerre 
came au ay 2- 1 winners 
from Bastia. 

Cannes moved off the 
foot of the table with only 
their seventh win of the 
season when they beat fel- 
low -strugglers Strasbourg 
1-0 thanks to a “Sth minute 
penalty from Vandenburg. 

Chateaumux dropped 
the bottom of the table 
w hen they were beaten 1-0 
by visiting Montpellier. 


Yankees sign Cuban 
defector Hernandez 


^..,.(1 . S • . a ^ L t-:' V.-..-- ’ 
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■d ilium nionship 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The New York Yankees, who 
already own baseball's highest payroll, announced 
Saturday that they have signed highly sought Cuban defec- 
tbr Orlando Hefnandez to -a four-year contract. 

. Terms were not disclosed, but. is believed that Hernandez, 
a 2S-year-old righthanded pitcher, signed a four-year deal 
worth more than S6 million. 

Hernandez has not pitched since 1995 but is expected to 
join the Yankees at their spring training camp in Tampa, 
Florida next week with a chance of winning a spot in the 
rotation. Known as "El Duque,” the 6-foot-3. 210-pound 
Hernandez posted a 129-47 career record for the Cuban 
national team. 

Hernandez is the older half-brother of Honda Marlins 
right-hander Livan Hernandez, the 1997 World Series Most 
Valuable Player. The elder Hernandez was among eight 
individuals attempting to reach the United States from 
Cuba in a small boat last December before being forced to 
dock in the Bahamas due to mechanical difficulties. 

Because he did not make it to the United States, Orlando 
Hernandez was not subject to the amateur draft and became 
a free agent able to sign with any major-league club. Since 
defecting, he was granted citizenship in Costa Rica and 
was courted by several teams, including the Anaheim 
Angels and Marlins. 

Orlando Hernandez was suspended from baseball by the 
Cuban government for allegedly working with sports 
agents who helped other players defect. He was left off the 
team that won the gold medal at the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics. 
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i 'fink foils Kraii 


Barcelona crush Real 




MADRID (AFP) — 
Barcelona took a five points 
lead over Real Madrid at 
the top of the Spanish first * 
division Saturday after 
scoring a 3-0 home victory 
over their bitter rivals who 
were reduced to ten men for 
almost the entire second- 
half. 

Real had been more than 
holding their own in a live- 
ly first-half, but the send- 
ing-off of Fernando Hierro, 
who was playing his 300th 
match for Real and who 
shown his second yellow 
card when he brought 
Brazilian Giavanni crashing 
down in one of the first 
attacks after the interval, 
changed the pattern of the 
game. 

From that moment, the 
visitors, who have not won 
in Barcelona in fourteen 
year;, were always up 
against it. 


The Former Monaco 
striker. Sonny Anderson, 
stabbed home the first goal 
in the 70th minute thanks to 
a near cross fiom the right 
from fellow-Brazilian 
Rivaldo. And ten minutes 
later Portuguese frontrun- 
ner Luis Figo. who went 
round Roberto Carlos, 
made it 2-0 with a superb 
shot which left German 


■h-u.J,,..’! 



•ii. L, '' jr 


-■n a ,, r .. 

c; 


goalkeeper Bodo Illgner no 

*1 

vj||-r _ 

chance. 

. "% ’ 

Rivaldo, who seemed to 


be at the heart of all that 

,n "• 

was good for the home side. 

•' n :4n,. 

set up a third goal when he 
put Barcelona’s third 

.. 

Brazilian, Giavanni. 


through with five minutes 

V' ^ 

left to play. 


In the first-half, the? ■ 

tmm. 


Barcelona defence, without^, 
suspended Portuguese 
fral defender Fei 
Como, had to survive 
difficult moments. 
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Graf on the road 
towards the top 


' Maria Alejandra Vfenro. (Venl 
■ 6-3, 6-4 •.. ■ ,J;V 

T^a^Snyder. 

Boi- k w-a C.'liotf Y Anf l k* D^ri. /Tfc.Vv 


6-7 (3/7), 6-3; -7-6 (8/6K> 

. '2nd rd: • . J/i [ £: , ; :-r-:. : ' if .>J£ : 

.i^artioa Hingis. (Swi x l>bt 


6-3, 6-1 


6-4, 6-0 


Sandra CacIc,(lJSA)ht 

1-6, 642. 7-5 - . _ ~" . ’ i ’*~ ’ *•'•• v.~ r '-''‘ -* -■ •* ,-, 

Venus WilHams (GSA x8) ht^Svia Farinas t, 

-T, ... .„ j-T»Y_ ri -~ - ' r '■*■ 


ScotlsdaleClasssic 
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Miami Heat's Alonso Mourning shoots for the basket as Dallas Mavericks' AC 
Green tries to block him daring the first quarter of their NBA game (Reuters 
photo) 


INDIAN WELLS (.AFP) — Steffi Graf took 
another small step on the road back to the 
summit of tennis Saturday with a second- 
round victory in the $1.25 million Even 
Cup. 

Graf, the former World No. 1 who has 
fallen to 45th in the world as she battled 
back from a knee injury, defeated 
Thailand's Tamarine Tanasugam 6-4, 6-0 to 
preserve her perfect singles record at Indian 
Wells, where she won in 1994 and 1996. 

“It feels almost like a learning experience 
again." said Graf, who is seeded third 
despite the drop in her ranking. 

“To try to get back in shape and try to find 
a rhythm — it's very difficult. 

“1 need lots of matches, I need a couple of 
tournaments to feel I‘m on top of it again.” 

Graf h3d surgery' on her painful left knee 
last June 10 and missed nine months before 
returning to competition in Hanover. 
Germany, last month. She won her first 
match against compatriot .Andrea Glass 
before losing to Sabine Appelmans. 

The German, who celebrates the 10th 
anniversary of her Golden Slam — when 
she won ail four Grand Slam singles titles 
and the Olympic gold — this year, said 
there were times she thought she might not 
play again. 

“In the beginning, it was a matter of being 
on my feet again and having no pain,” she 
said. “The first time I was standing on the 
court again it was a great feeling. So, it's lit- 
tle steps that made me realise how much I 
want to play tennis.” 

She said her past success made it harder, 
in some ways. now. 

“It makes it more difficult if you’ve 
played well before.” she said. 

“You feel you should play well, but you 


know you can’t. There's too many thoughts 
that go through your head. 

“When I was younger, there weren't any 
thoughts.” 

Nowadays, its 17-year-old Swiss Martina 
Hingis who racks up the victories without a 
thought. 

The World No. 1 and top seed, playing 
here for the first time, defeated France’s 
Sarah Pitkowski 6-2. 6-1 to reach the third 
round. 

“I was little bit nervous. I hadn't played in 
a while,” said Hingis, who opened her 1998 
season with a successful defense of her 
Australian Open title, then lost to Lindsay 
Davenport in the final of the Pan Pacific in 
Tokyo before taking four seeks off. 

Davenport, the defending champion and 
second seed, eased to a 6-3. 6-1 victory 
over fellow American Amy Frazier in the 
second round. 

Sixth seeded Irina Spirlea of Romania, 
who like all the top eight had a first-round 
bye, advanced with a 7-5, 6-2 victory over 
Li Fang of China. 

Tenth-seeded Belgian Dominique van 
Roost, who has reached the final in four of 
the six events she has entered this year, won 
her first-round match against 14th-seeded 
Brenda Schultz-McCarthy of the 
Netherlands 6-7 (2/7), 6-3. 7-6 (9/7), while 
unseeded American Sandra Cacic, ranked 
65th in the world, ousted seventh-seeded 
Frenchwoman Nathalie Tauziat 1-6. 6-2, 7- 
5. 

The Evert Cup, one of the WTA Tour’s 
prestigious Tier One events, runs concur- 
rently with the Champions Cup, one of the 
ATP Tour’s big-money Super Nine events. 

The men are scheduled to begin play on 
Monday. 
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SCOTTSDALE (AFP) — 
Andre Agassi moved a step 
away from a second 
straight title, dashing the 
childhood dream of 
Tommy Haas Saturday 
with a 6-2, 6-1 victoiy in 
the semi-finals pf .the ATP 
Tour event here. 

German Haas, 40th in the 
world to Agassi’s 50th, 
said before the contest that 
he had always hoped to get 
a maich with the 27-year- 
old Agassi, now storming 
through a comeback after 
dropping well out of the 
Top 100 in a lethargic 1997 
which yielded only 12 
w innin g matches in 12 
months. 

When Hass finally got 
his chance, he was over- 
whelmed. 

“He gave me no chance 
to play my game.” said 
Haas. “He was hitting all 
of the lines, it was punish- 
ing. It was a good training 


lesson for me.” 

“This has been such a 
great platform for me to 
get my year going in the 
right direction — there’s 
no place I’d rather be than 
the final,” Agassi said. 

: “To. come hack and. play ,,,, 
great tennis is -important - 
for me and I’ve been work- 
ing at it I’m hitting the 
ball well, trying to enjoy 

iL” 

Agassi broke Haas early 
in the first set, did it again 
for 5-2 and began the sec- 
ond set with a break thanks 
to Haas’ third double-fault 
of the match. 

' The American dominated 
for the rest of the contest to 
close out the second set 
despite dropping serve for 
the first time in the match 
in the sixth game but 
breaking Haas back for 
victory. In the final he’ll 
face Australian Jason 
Stoltenbere, who beat 


Sjeng Schalken 6-3, 6-3. 

Stoltenberg, based in 
Florida, has won a dozen 
matches this year with 
only four losses. 

He missed the last four 
months of 1997 as a knee 
injury' healed and 
improved his computer 
ranking from 79 to its cur- 
rent 47. 

“My good start has been 
a little surprising for me.” 
said Stoltenberg. “I didn’t 
expect this sort of a start 
this year. 

“I played very tidy today, 
without too many unforced 
errors. He made some 
unforced errors and dou- 
ble-faults and really helped 
me out.” 


MEXICO CITY (R) — 
Mexican boxing great Julio 
Cesar Chavez’s bid for a 
return to glory was put on 
hold on Saturday as he 
fought to a draw with com- 
patriot Miguel .Angel 
Gonzalez. leaving the World 
Boxing Council super light- 
weight title vacant 

It was a fight night only 

Don King could love. 

The famed boxing promot- 
er put on two world champi- 
onship bouts and both ended 
in draws, setting up poten- 
tially lucrative rematches. 

Earlier on Saturday at 
Mexico City’s largest bull 
ring, strawweights Ricardo 
“El Finito” Lopez of Mexico 
and Rosendo Alvarez of 
Nicaragua also ended in a 
draw. 

The fight was stopped after 
the seventh round because of 
an accidental head butt that 
badly cut Lopez. Each fight- 
er was ahead on one judge’s 


card and the third judge 
called it even. 

The strawweight contest 
was supposed to be a unifi- 
cation bout but Lopez will 
retain his WBC title, while 
Alvarez keeps his World 
Boxing Association version. 

Chavez (IOO-2-2), a for- 
mer six-time champion who 
is considered the greatest 
Mexican fighter of all dme. 
was seeking to regain some 
of the luster he lost in taking 
a pummelling from 
American champion Oscar 
De La Hoya. 

But he found a worthy 


opponent in Gonzalez (42- 1 - 
1), a former WBC light- 
weight champion who 
bloodied Chavez’s nose in 
the fifth round and left his 
left eye nearly swollen shut 
by night’s end 

Chavez came back strong 
in the later rounds. 

He pinned Gonzalez to the 
comer with a combination in 
the eighth round, drew 
blood from Gonzalez's face 
with a closing flurry of 
punches in the 11th, and put 
on a strong showing in the 
final round 


Siemerink foils Krajicek to reach Swedish showdown 


ROTTERDAM (AFP) — 
Dutchman Jan Siemerink 
reached a showdown 
against Thomas Johansson 
of Sweden in the final of the 
ATP event here Saturday 
when he chalked up a sur- 
prise 6-4. 4-6; 6-4 victory 
over compatriot and 1996 
Wimbledon champion 
Richard Krajicek. 

The 27 -year-old 

Siemerink, who lost in the 
semi-finals of the Battersea 
tournament last weekend, 
took the match after break- 
ing the fifth seeded 
Krajicek, ranked 10 in the 
world in the 10th game of 
the third set. 

Krajicek, who also won 
this tournament in 1995, 
had levelled the match ai 
one set apiece when he 


broke the left-handed 
Siemerink in the third 
game. 

Siemerink, ranked 4Sth 
and with just two tourna- 


ment wins from the 10 
finals he has reached, bad 
shocked the 26-year-old 
Krajicek with the quality of 
his returning in the first set. 


Johansson scored a 6-3, 7- 
5 over plucky New 
Zealander Brett Steven in 
the second semi-final. 



Suitable for Embassy or Diplomatic Mission or Regional Office 
Location: Um Utheina, Land area 875 sq.m.. 

Built area: 800 sq.m. 

Consists of 10 bedrooms, big salons (5), balconies (6), 
bathrooms (9), roof with' balcony and water fountain, two 
garages with 10 cars capacity, garden, swimming pool with 
water fail, water well, central heating, 5 phone lines, security 
cameras, Italian marble, electric window shutters, gypsum 
decorations, freshly painted. 

Serious, interested parties call the owner 

Tel.: 748366 — Mobile: 49973 


ZARKA 

CHAMBER OF INDUSTRY 



united nations development programme 

PROGRAMME OF ASSISTANCE TO THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 
JOB VACANCIES IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR 

UNDP/PAPP is implementing, jointly with the Ministry of Agriculture of the 
Palestinian Authority, and with funding from the Government of Japan and 
the Netheriands, a series of projects in the areas of Agricultural Policy and 
Planning and Agricultural Adaptive Research and Extension. New initiatives 
are also being designed in the area of Food Security Polices. 

In the framework of these projects. UNDP/PAPP, in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Agriculture of the Palestinian Authority, is interested in candidates 
for Local Senior Experts and Technical Assistance positions, with Duty 
stations in AI-Beireh and Gaza, in the areas of : 

1 . Agricultural Policy Analysis and Planning; 

2. Agricultural Adaptive Research and Extension; 

3. Food Security Policies' 

Candidates should have degrees relevant to the positions, as- well as 
relevant professional experience and exposure. Experience with in or with 
the Palestinian Authority and understanding of the present agricultural 
institutional set-up in the West Bank and Gaza Strip would be a strong asset 

Interested candidates are requested to send their applications before 19 
March 1998. 

Applications should be sent to : 

UNDP/PAPP 

Reference : Agricultural Sector Positions (Position 1,2, or 3) 

4A, Ya’Kubi Street P.O. Box 51359 Jerusalem Fax ; 02 6280089 

Only short-listed candidates will receive an acknowledgment. 


Tel.: 


Fax: 

P.O. Box: 


fcr 


(962) 9 3656600 

3656601 

3656602 

3656603 

(962) 9 3656604 

8639 AWAJAN 13162 
Zarka - H.K. of Jordan 
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CAR FOR SALE 

DUTY PAID 

1984 JAGUAR XJ-6 SOVEREIGN, fully 
loaded, excellent condition. 

Please call 079/51138 

SITUATION VACANT 

A diplomatic mission invites applications for the i 
position of one marketing surveyor who would be 
responsible for handling day-to-day economic and 
commercial work in the embassy including routine 
correspondence, liaison with importers and 
exporters in Jordan and India, Chambers of 
Commerce and business associations, and making 
arrangements for visits by business delegations as 
well as various business events. The applicant 
should be a graduate/postgraduate in business 
administration/management with a high academic 
record and preferably with previous work 
experience in handling commercial matters. 
Excellent command of written and spoken English 
and Arabic is a must. Candidates should be 
proficient in typing and computer skills, especially 
Window 95, MS Word, Excel etc. The vacancy is 
immediate and the selected candidate will be 
required to join within this month. 

Rush in your CV with references and a 
passport size photograph to P.O. Box 2168, 
Amman 11181 latest by March 16. ■ 

~ Invitation For Bids 

Sector Educational Project - Phase II 
International Competitive Bidding (ICB) 
Loan No. (3864-JO) 

Tender No. (6/97) Retendering 

Ministry of Education invites interested bidders to 
participate in the following tender 
- Tender No. (6/97>R: OFFICE EQUIPMENT (one LOT). 
Consists of Photocopiers and Desktop Calculators. 
Eligible Bidders may obtain Tender Documents at the 
Furniture & Equipment Division/Ministry of Education 
against the payment of* a non-refundable fee of JD(100), 
and presenting a valid professional licence and a 
registration certificate starting on 9/3/1998. 

a . The latest date for purchasing Tender Documents is 
April 15th, 1998. 

b . The Tender Documents can be purchased by an 
authorised representative upon submission of an 
official request * 

c . The latest date for submission of inquiries pertinent 
to the Tender is April 1st 1998. 

d. Bids shall be deposited in the BID BOX at the 
Furniture & Equipment Division / MOE, or by Mail, not 
later than 1 1:00 a.m. (local time) on April 15th. 1998. 

e . The Bids shall be opened on April 15th, 1 998 at 1 5:00 
p.m. (local time). 

Chairman 

of Special Tenders Committee 
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Annan rep to be U.N. chief’s 
‘eyes and ears’ in Baghdad 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
■ — Senior Indian diplomat 
Ptakash Shah is preparing to 
leave for the Iraqi capital to 
be the “eyes and ears” of 
UN. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan. 

“My role is to provide the 
political link between the 
Iraqi leadership and the sec- 
retary-general,” said Mr. 
Shah in an interview with 
AFP prior to bis planned 
departure for Baghdad on 
Wednesday to take up his 
new post as Mr. Annan's 
special representative. 

But Mr. Shah denied that 
be would arbitrate in case of 
problems involving the two 
main activities of die United 
Nations in Iraq: The U.N. 
weapons inspections and 
implementation of a human- 
itarian oil-for-food agree-: 
raenL 

“I’m not going to be an 
adjudicator as such, my role 
is to keep the dialogue open 
to try to solve problems with 
goodwill," said Mr. Shah. 

He said that Mr. Annan 
decided to create the position 
following his recent visit to 
Baghdad “because he saw 
there was a vacuum of non- 
communication between the 
secretary-general and Iraq." 

Mr. Shah is to serve for an 
initial six-month period in 
Baghdad. 

Mr. Annan secured an 
agreement with the Iraqi 
government on Feb. 23 on 
opening up all Iraqi suspect- 
ed weapons sites for inspec- 
tion, averting U.S. military 
strikes against Baghdad. 

The deal also establishes 
new procedures, for the 
inspection of so-called presi- 


dential sites, from which 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) inspectors 
searching for Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction bad been 
totally barred. 

Mr. Annan said in his letter 
appointing Mr. Shah that he 
would help prevent problems 
from developing into “fully- 
fledged crises threatening to 
undermine international 

peace and security in the 
area." 

Mr. Annan apparently 
hopes that if Iraq makes 
good on its promise to coop- 
erate in future with the 
weapons Inspectors, pres- 
sure within the 15-member 
UN. Security Council will 
force the United States to 
agree to lift a crippling oil 
embargo. 

Under U.N. resolutions, 
the sanctions imposed after 
the 1990 Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait can only be lifted 
when the inspectors certify 
the dismantling of Iraq's 
nuclear, biological and 
chemical weapons, and 
long-range missiles. 

Mr. Shah, a bespectacled 
58-year old who retired from 
the Indian diplomatic service 
last August visited Baghdad 
“three or four times” in the 
past for oil negotiations and 
other talks involving the 
Non-Aligned Movement 

Mr. Shah handled India's 
external relations on oil and 
petrochemicals as petroleum 
ministry director from 1975 
to 1977. 

Asked about U.S. objec- 
tions to his appointment 
because of India’s historical- 
ly close ties to Iraq. Mr. Shah 
played down his nationality 


saying that “now I am work- 
ing for the United Nations as 
a UN. official.” 

Other diplomats also noted 
that the U.S. objections were 
not directed personally at 
Mr. Shah, whose cool pro- 
fessionalism is widely 
acknowledged in UN. cir- 
cles. 

Mr. Shah stood up to criti- 
cism from the United States 
in September 1996 when 
India. Bhutan and Libya 
were the only states in the 
U.N. General Assembly to 
vote against the 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty banning underground 
nuclear explosions. 

UNSCOM chairman 
Richard Butler, who was 
then Australian ambassador, 
was responsible for bringing 
the treaty to the United 
Nations for passage after 
India blocked the consensus 
that would have adopted the 
treaty in Geneva. 

Some diplomats say that 
Mr. Annan's appointment of 
Mr. Shah, following the 
naming of Sri Lankan 
Jayantha Dhanapala who is 
to supervise the inspections 
of presidential sites, appears 
to be part of a plan aimed at 
reining in Mr. Butler. 

The UNSCOM chief has 
been privately criticised by 
Mr. Annan and some 
Security Council members 
for his outspokenness during 
the four-month Iraq-U.N. 
crisis. 

But Mr. Shah stressed that 
he has no supervisory func- 
tion over either UNSCOM 
or the oil-for-aid pro- 
gramme. 



Twentieth Century Fox and Paramount Pictures Present 
a Ughtstorm Entertainment Production A James Cameron Film, 


Come early for a pre-movie feast At Cafe de Paris and Boutique, our four 
chefs have just added new soups, pasta, meat and poultry dishes to our 
menu. We're right beside Galleria Theaters. So, we wish you happy 
viewing. And before that bon appetit ^$00® 

Starting 10* March, Tuesday 

Galleria 1 Shows SOT -&30pJit Galleria 2 Stows: 515- 8:45 pjn. 


,-A0 


A For more information: 
ij c all Telephone 073-33078 / 33087 



U.N. arms team carries 
out inspections as Iraq 
warns of Ritter 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — UN. 
aims expects led by former 
US. marine Scott Ritter car- 
ried orn a third day of inspec- 
tions on Sunday, as Baghdad 
warned that he was capable of 
provoking a new crisis. 

Alan D&ey, spokesman for 
the UN. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) in charge of dis- 
arming Iraq, said Ml Ritter's 
team left foe Baghdad head- 
quarters of UNSCOM at 9 

a m 

The team carried out three 
inspections of “sensitive” sites 
on Saturday, he said, referring 
to Iraqi mOitary and intelli- 
gence facilifies. They were dif- 
ferent from force sites inspect- 
ed foe previous day. 

‘They were inspected to the 
satisfaction of the team, and 
the team received foe full 
cooperation of the Iraqis'' on 
Saturday, Mr. Dacey told AFP. 

But foe official newspaper A1 
Jumhuriya voiced fears that 
Me Ritter, “the man who is 
known for creating problems, 
could sabotage the accord 
signed with the UN. secretary 
general.” 

Mr. Dacey. meanwhile 
declined to comment an 
reports that Ml Ritter's team 
was testing last month's accord 
between Iraq and UN . chief 

Krrfi Arman hy inspectin g right 

up to the boundaries of Iraqi 
{residential sites. 

The Nov. 23 accord headed 
off the threat of a U.S.-led air 
strike agrinsf Iraq apd laid 
down special arrangements far 
UNSCOM to enter presiden- 
tial sites which Baghdad had 
previously declared off-limits 
to the inspectors. 


The arrangements apply 
only within the boundaries 
mapped out by a team of UN. 
surveyors whose work was 
completed on the eve of the 
accent All other sites are sub- 
ject to normal UNSCOM 
inspections. 

Mr. Ritter; whom Baghdad 
has in the past branded a CIA 
spy, is expected to stay in Iraq 
until foe middle of this week. 
His nrissxon, which started 
Thursday when be arrived at 
foe head of a 50-member team, 
does not cover (residential 
sites. 

The American's last visit to 
Baghdad was cut short on Jan. 
1 6 after Iraqi authorities hatred 
him from inspecting sensitive 
sites on the grounds that bis 
ream was dominated by 
Anglo-Saxons. 

Iraq accuses the United 
States and Britain of exploiting 
UNSCOM to prolong foe 
sanctions in race against 
Baghdad since its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait The sanctions 
can not be lifted until. the 
Special Commission com- 
pletes its work. 

On Sunday. A1 Jumhuriya 
slammed Washington for 
rejecting a proposal to name a 
second deputy to UNSCOM 
Chapman Richard Buffer, 
whose only deputy at {resent 
is Charles Duetfer of the 
United States. 

“America's refusal of the 
proposal is illegitimate,” 
protested the daily. It predicted 
that Washington's stand would 
“create problems within the 
UN. Security Council because 
of the differences between the 
UB. and Russian positions.” 



Saudi septupiets, brothers and sisters 
of six more from same mother 


The four boys and three girls bom to Saudi Abdullah 
Mohammad and his forty-year-old wife lie in the 
Abha Hospital where they were bom in January, in 
this picture released Saturday by the official Saudi 
Press Agency. Mohammad, who has been married 
twice before, already has six children with the mother 
of the septupiets (AFP photo) 


Israeli officers tell Netanyahu 
not to miss chance for peace 


Milosevic 

rejects 

‘interference’ 
in Kosovo 

BELGRADE <AFP) — 
Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic met Sunday with 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ismail Cem and rejected any 
outside “interference” in 
Kosovo, the Tanjug news 
agency reported. 

Unrest in the Serbian 
province “can be resolved 
exclusively in Serbia on foe 
basis and in foe framework of 
its constitution and laws,” Ml 
M ilosevic said. 

He added that he was “res- 
olutely” opposed to foe “inter- 
nationalisation' of the crisis in 
Kosovo, where ethnic 
Albanians are demanding 
independence from foe rump 
Yugoslavia (Serbia and 
Montenegro). 

Mr. Milosevic's remarks 
came on the eve of a meeting 
in London of the six-nation 
Contact Group on the former 
Yugoslavia to discuss the 
bloody clarnpdown by 
Serbian police in the ethnic 
Albanian province. 

Defending police actions, 
Mr. Milosevic said resolving 
the crisis “includes measures 
to effectively fight against the 
activities of Albanian terror- 
ists, which have been under- 
taken by the competent state 
organs.” 

Eadier, foe TVuidsh embassy 
in Belgrade said Ml Cem 
would urge Mr. Milosevic to 
end the crackdown. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — More 
than 1.500 Israeli army reserve 
officers, including 216 gener- 
fds smi colonels, published an 
open letter Sunday calling on 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to save the teeter- 
ing peace process by handing 
over more land to the 
Palestinians. 

“An historic chance for 
peace could slip through our 
fingers and lead to war or a 
new intifada [Palestinian 
uprising] if the Israeli govern- 
ment does not pursue the 
peace process launched by (he 
Oslo accords and carry out 
required troop wifodrawals” 
from the West Bank, the letter 
said. 

The officers said that “only 
nue peace can bring security” 
to Israel and they warned Mr. 


KHARTOUM (R) — A 
Sudanese foreign ministry 
official said in remarks 
published on Sunday that 
Sudan and the United States 
should work on improving 
diplomatic relations. 

Hassan Abdin, foreign 
ministry director of foreign 
relations, made the remarks 
on Saturday after a meeting 
of the ministry's advisory 
council. 

“The meeting affirmed 
foe necessity of improving 
relations between Sudan 


Netanyahu against a policy of 
“preferring to keep Jewish set- 
tlements [in Palestinian areas] 
rather than reaching a peace 
settlement.” ■ *-■ 

“We believe that in these 
times when there is an oppor- 
tunity to achieve peace it is our 
duty to call on you to avoid 
steps which could be a disaster 
fix generations to come,” said 
foe letter, signed by 1,554 
reserve army officers and pub- 
lished in most Israeli newspa- 
pers. 

The signatories included for- 
mer army chief of staff Tfcvi 
Tsur, 52 generals and a former 
national police chief. Joseph 
N armihas . 

The petition was sent to Ml 
N etanyahu to mark the 20th 
anmvasary of a similar letter 
submitted in March 1978 to 


and foe United States and 
foeir development in all 
fields, especially politically, 
economically and cultural- 
ly,” foe private Ai Rai AI 
A am newspaper quoted Mr. 
Abdin as saying. 

It said he called for dia- 
logue between the two 
countries. It was not imme- 
diately clear whether any 
steps would be taken to 
start talks. 

The U.S. in 1993 put 
Sudan on a list of countries 
it says support international 


then Prime Minister Menahem 
Begin calling on him to 
respond to peace overuses 
fitter" 'Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat - ' 1 *’* 

The next year Begin and 
Sad# signed Israel’s first 
peace treaty with an Arab 
state. 

Israefi-Ralestinian peace 
negotiations have been dead- 
locked fix a year, largely due 
to Ml Netanyahu’s failure to 
cartyoutpronrisedtroopwilh- 
drawals from the ^Vfest Bank or 
to halt construction of Jewish 
settlements in disputed areas. 

Ml Netanyahu for ins part 
has accused the Palestinians of 
violating signed peace accords 
by failin g to rein in armed m3- 
itant groups responsible far. 
killing scores af Israelis. 


terrorism. 

Ties deteriorated in last 
November when foe United 
States imposed economic 
sanctions -On Sudan, accus- 
ing it of human rights viola- 
tions and sponsoring inter- 
national terrorism. 

Sudan bas denied foe 
charges and says foe U.S. is 
punishing it for foe Islamist 
orientation of its govern- 
ment and for its indepen- 
dent foreign and domestic 
policies. 

i ■■■— 


Sudan calls for improved U.S. ties 


Student group leads campaign for openness in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — The largest 
student group in Iran vowed on 
Sunday to press for political 
openness in foe Islamic republic 
in line with President 
Mohammad Khatami’s vision of 
a law-abiding “civil society.” 
Daftar-e-Tabkim-e-Wxiat 
(Strengbtenmg Solidarity 
Office) (EDS: correct) is a left- 
leaning Islamic movement 
which supports foe 1 979 Islamic 
revolution, but is opposed to the 
powerful conservative faction erf 
the Islamist regime, calling it 
"monopolist and undemocratic.” 
The organisation, foe most 
active of all university groups, is 
made up of members of Islamic 
associations in uuivesities and 
enjoys some support among stu- 
dents as weD as professionals. 

It staged a demonstration last 
week, taking advantage of the 
relative freedom under Ml 
K hatami’s government, where 
several thousand people turned 
up in protest the rejection of sev- 


eral leftist hopefuls for a legisla- 
tive by-dection an Friday. 

But a group of right-wing 
Islamic vigilantes, railing them- 
selves HizboQah, attacked foe 
rally, leaving several people 
injured and scores more arrest- 
ed 

Three members of theDaftar’s 
(EDS: correct) central commit- 
tee, appearing at a rare press 
conference on Sunday, con- 
demned foe attack and accused 
the police of helping the hartflm- 
eis. 

“Some groups want rallies to 
turn violent to show that the 
society is not ready for legal 
protests,” said one of foe three 
Amir Mir Damadi. “Khatami's 
political rivals want to put pres- 
sure on Khatami's government." 
Mr. Khatami, a moderate cleric 
who was elected in a landslide in 
May against a conservative rival, 
has promised greater personal 
and political freedom as well as 
the rule of law in line with his 


vision of an ‘Islamic dvfl sod- 
ety” 

Since taking office, be bas 
somewhat loosened strict regu- 
lations and eased press censor- • 
ship. It was foe first time the left- 
wing DafW was allowed a press 
conference, also atte n ded by for- 
eign jcunolists. 

Ml Mir Damadi pledged to 
co ntinu e foe “ campaig n for 
democracy and foe rule of law 
through legal channels because 
we are opposed to portraying a 
violent, irrational raid unattrac- 
tive image of foe Islamic repub- 
lic.” 

“We wall have many more 
such demonstrations and 
protests in line with foe motto of 
President Khatami.” he said. 

The mov eme nt said it had 
decided not to take part in foe 
upcoming polls, angry over foe 
rejection of its candidate 
Ebrahim Asqar Zadeh by foe 
Council of - foe Guardians, but 
stressed (hat “we will not call far 


a general boycott" * 

It particularly objected to a 
recently-attached amendment 
which allows, for a tighter 
screening of aspirants by the 
council, a watchdog Islamic and 
constitutional body dominated 
by conservative denes. 

“We will -not lake part in -a 
biased and unfafrefectionbutdo 
Dot seek to impose our views," 
Ml Mir Damadi said, charging 
that foe amendment, adopted 
two years ago, “seeks to restrict 
participation” in elections. 

He also criticised foe police, 
which is not controlled by Ml 
Khatami, for failing tO protect 
them from arracks during the 
rally last week in front of Tehran 
University. 

“First they just stood watch- 
ing; then they .started cooperat- 
ing with the a gi t ara s, none of 
whom woe arrested,” the 
activist said. Charging that sever- 
al sy m p athi sers of his group 
were temporarily detuned. 



Prince invites 
Spice Girls to 
royal tea party 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
Prince of Wales has invited 
foe Spice Gifts to tea later 
this month at his country 
estate in England so they can 
meet Princes William and 
Harry again, a tabloid report- 
ed The Sunday People said 
that even though Britain's 
pop wonders arc in foe mid- 
dle of a world tour, they were 
flying bade for foe day to 
attend the engagement at 
Ffighgrove. Prince Charles 
has already met the feisty 
fivesome three times. At their 
first meeting after a concert 
foe the Prince’s Trust in 
Manchester, Geri pinched 
the royal bottom, she 
claimed later. 

Brazil’s oldest 
woman tarns 127 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — 
Maria do Carmo Jeronimo, 
who can remember when she 
was a slave over a century 
ago and is regarded as foie 
oldest woman in Brazil, has 
turned 127. She attributes her 
longevity to daily prayers 
and an unshakeable faith in 
God. She claims to have 
been a slave until the age of 
17 and, to prove ber age. 
boasts of a birth record 
issued by the Roman 
Catholic Church which until 
1890 served as civil registry 
office. Attending Pope John 
Paul ITs mass last year was, 
do Carmo says, a dream 
come true. In fret she felt so 
emotional she fell 31 for the 
first time in her life. 

Rabbits destroy 
floral EU flag 

YORK (AFP) — Thousands 
of flowers laid out to depict 
the European flag fix' a sum- 
mit of EU finance ministers 
in Britain in two weeks’ time 
have been eaten, hy. rabbits. 
Gardeners spent $30,000 on 
gardens at foe RdyalYojk 
Hotel in preparation for foe 
ECOFIN confidence in York, 
northern England. As the 
centrepiece of their work, 
thousands of yellow and blue 
flowers were laid out in a 
huge European flag, but over 
foe last month rabbits have 
eaten the display. “Although 
we are keeping a round-the- 
clock watch, it lodes like the 
bunnies have got us beat,” 
said hotel landscape garden- 
er Dave Mercer. 


Tongue-tied Winslet 
recommends Dench 
for Oscar 


LONDON (AFP) — 
“Titanic” star Kate Winslet 
says she doesn’t want an 
Oscar for her role in the film 
because she wouldn't know 
what to say. Winslet says 
she's thrilled about her nom- 
ination, but insists she would 
have “no idea” what to do if 
she bad to walk up on stage 
and sty something. Give it to 
fellow Briton Judi Dench far 
ber role in “Mrs Brown" 
instead, she suggests. “I real- 
ly am not thinking about it 
and I honestly hope Judi 
Dench does win because she 
is so wonderful in that film” 
Winslet gushes. The moment 
of truth for both actresses 
will come at the Academy 
Awards ceremony on March 
23. 

Hairime crack 
found in Three 
Graces statue 

LONDON (AFP) — A hair- 
line crack has been found rat 
one of the werid’s most 
famous sculptures. The 
Three Graces by Antonio 
Canova, previously thought 
to have been perfect. The 
crack was found after foe 
work was sent on loan to a 
benefactor in Spain, said offi- 
cials of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum in London 
and die National Gallery in 
Scotland, jointowners of the 
work. The small fault, visible 
to the naked eye in foe $1Z3 
million marble sculpture, 
was found when it was 
unpacked in Madrid, accozri- 
mg to media reports. It is on 
foe shoulder of foe left-hand 








